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National Convention Report Script for Area Gatherings, Fall 2019. 
 
Slide 1 
The ELCIC National Convention theme this year was “Called to Journey Together: the Ministry 
of Reconciliation. This event was held July 1-13, 2019 at the University of Regina.  
 
Slide 2 
Set in the midst of this beauty, delegates gathered from across the country. Before the 
convention began we registered, met up with old friends, got settled into the residences and 
were introduced to others from across the country. There were a variety of activities 
throughout the three days: breakfasts, presentations, coffee, conversations, lunches, expert 
panels, more coffee, voting, supper and celebrating.  
 
Slide 3 
The Convention began with worship, and the mysterious, unifying sacrament of Holy 
Communion. 
 
Slide 4 
The delegates literally journey together around the room to receive, in faith the body and blood 
of our Lord Jesus.  
 
Slide 5 
The National Convention ELCIC Leadership Award for 2019 was given to Carolyn Ethier.  
 
Slide 6 
Carolyn has served across the synod and church as a worship leader, organizer and creative 
spirit. Carolyn’s words where of gratitude: “What stands out immediately is that I was never 
called to act alone. I’m filled with deep gratitude for companions who have shared the 
journey.”  
 
Slide 7 
Carolyn is a member of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Lethbridge and we give 
thanks for her faithful service to this church. 
 
Slide 8 
This year the Synod’s youth, lay and rostered delegates represented the diversity of the Synod 
of Alberta and the Territories.  
 
Slide 9 
The first themed presentation addressed the Reconciliation of Creation. The video of this 
presentation along with the others from the convention are available on the ELCIC website. 
Those interested in addressing climate change are encouraged to listen to this very interesting 
presentation.   
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Slide 10 
“When it really comes down to it, climate change is much more than a scientific problem,” Dr. 
Sauchyn claimed. “Climate change is a social problem, it’s a spiritual problem, and it’s a social 
justice problem; we need wisdom to tackle it. And science doesn’t give us wisdom. It only gives 
us data and information.” He compared the Truth and Reconciliation report findings with what 
was necessary to address climate change. First, awareness of the past,  second, 
acknowledgement of the harm that has been inflicted, third, atonement for the causes and 
fourth, action to change behaviour.  
 
Slide 11 
Elections were held for a variety of positions including the re-election of Bishop Susan Johnson 
and Linda Grainger as Secretary. Ken Day’s years of service as Treasurer was acknowledged and 
Gene Blishen was elected to serve as Treasurer. The National Church Council brought forward 
several motions including to continue in the Joint Anglican Lutheran Commission, to encourage 
a move to reduce single use plastic and to aim to be carbon neutral by 2050. 
 
Slide 12 and Slide 13 
The Task Force on Decisions at the End of Life presented on journeying faithfully with those 
who are dying. A short summary in this report will not do this important issue justice.  
Associated resolutions were adopted, such as to provide resources for spiritual care, and better 
and equal access to palliative care and mental health care services across the country. 
 
Slide 14 
Another speaker, Janine Wardell shared her own story as the convention explored journeying 
with indigenous peoples. Janine, asked at the last minute to fill-in for someone who was ill, 
spoke from her heart as she shared a powerful comment about her two boys walking up the 
street saying that people treat them differently because they are indigenous. 
 
Slide 15 
The Committee of Faith Order and Doctrine was tasked with exploring the orders of ministry 
specifically that of the diaconate. The resolution which was approved moves our church toward 
one ordination. No longer will diaconal ministers be consecrated for ministry but will now be 
ordained for ministry. There were several resolutions that followed to support this changed 
understanding of public ministry in the ELCIC. The document, Reimagining Our Church: Public 
Ministry in the ELCIC and an accompanying study guide are available on the ELCIC website.   
 
Slide 16 
At any convention there is a team working to ensure motions are properly brought to the floor. 
This committee is called Reference in Counsel. As a member of this committee, Diaconal 
Minister Dr. Faith Nostbakken brought some of the delegate motions to the floor for 
consideration. For example one of our delegates asked that we offer solidarity with the ELCA 
regarding asylum-seekers and detainees in the US. Another resolution was approved directing 
the National Church Council take anti-oppression training. There was a motion approved to 
apologize for treating Diaconal ministers as second class leaders in our church. 
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Slide 17 
The Convention story would not be complete if it didn’t include tales of conversations, listening 
and dialogue which happened in the other gym where our food was served. Mealtimes and 
coffee breaks were very important and valuable places of connection with others from across 
the church. 
 
Slide 18 
The assembly welcomed Reverend Dr. Martin Junge, General Secretary of the Lutheran World 
Federation who spoke about the hopeful future of the church. “God’s mission has never been 
about numbers. It has instead always been about the wonderful story of liberation, 
transformation and the promise of new life,” he said.  
 
Slide 19 
“God‘s mission is not about number” he continued. “A church doesn’t have to be big to make a 
difference. It is by making a difference that a church is big.” 
 
Slide 20 
Rev. Junge also pointed to the ongoing reformation of the church today.  He quoted “Tradition 
is the living faith of dead people to which we must add our chapter while we have the gift of 
life. Traditionalism is the dead faith of living people who fear that if anything changes the whole 
enterprise will crumble.”  
 
Slide 21 
Maysa Haque was one panel speaker of four who each shared about journeying with people of 
other faiths. This conversation centred around opportunities at Luther College. Maysa told her 
story about her heart for Muslim youth and young adults who were not safe to share and 
explore their identity at the Mosque. With assistance for Luther College she was able to create 
a safe space for students of different faiths to discuss their sexual identity. This panel 
conversation is also available on video on the ELCIC website. 
 
Slide 22 – Slide 31 
At the risk of missing someone because no picture was available, here are some of our 
delegates at the microphone asking questions, sharing opinions, inviting the assembly into 
places which challenge us and wondering where God has been leading us. 
 
Slide 32 
There is so much that goes into a national convention to make it be a place where together we 
journey in faithfulness: volunteers, prayers, insight, and courage  On the way into the meeting 
room was this baptismal font to remind us of our baptismal identity, the impact of that identity 
has on our daily living and particularly can have on our decisions and conversations at the 
convention. 
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Slide 33 
The convention begin with worship and ended with closing worship, where Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton of the ELCA preached, those gathered shared in Communion and were sent out into the 
world to live in mission for others.  
 
Slide 34 (Pause for silence) 
 
Slide 35 
Finally two very important announcements. The Synod of Alberta and the Territories along with 
the Anglican Diocese of Calgary will be hosting next year‘s Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth 
Gathering or CLAY. Youth and young adults from across the country will gather August 20 to 23 
in 2020 at the SAIT campus in Calgary.  
 
Slide 36 
And finally, our Synod will host the National Convention three years from now in 2022 in 
Calgary. Thank you for your prayers for this 2019 convention. Please hold CLAY and the 2022 
National Convention in your prayers.              
 
 
Slide 37 (blank) 
 
 
 
         
 
 
   
 
 


