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Music that Makes Community … Singing songs with our hearts!  
 
God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 
God's love is strong and it never ends.  
 
With this song of invitation,  
over 30 musicians, clergy,  
and lay people came together  
in Calgary this summer to  
experience how music makes  
community. Together, we  
listened and watched, echoed  
and moved, followed and led,  
conversed and composed. Together, we worshipped,  
in vibrant song and resounding silence. And as each  
one of us was welcomed into the ancient practice of  
transmitting song orally, we discovered in a fresh  
way that each person can be empowered to find  
their own voice within the voice of the community.  
Such gracious welcome is at the heart of  
Music that Makes Community. 
 
Earlier this year, our ABT Synod's March  
Congregational Life Event, "Worship: When Ruins  
Rejoice", introduced people from throughout the synod  
to the freedom of paperless worship. Keynote presenter Paul Vasile, Executive Director of  
Music that Makes Community (MMC), helped participants explore this deeply inclusive and  
participatory practice. A key question – posed strategically throughout the day – shaped our thinking: What did 
you notice? This simple invitation to both pay attention and then share our observations gave us a taste of how 
this practice can truly build community.  
 
Then in July, attendees at a three-day workshop in Calgary were immersed in Music that Makes Community. 
Paul Vasile, joined by four other MMC presenters, modeled the process of leading song: hear it, sing it, own it, 
share it. In large group and in small tutorial clusters, we gained practical skills, discovering the value of 
listening, watching, creating, taking risks and perhaps above all, reframing the role of song leader in terms of 
relationship rather than authority.  
 
How does this happen? A leader gets up, tries a piece of music, then tries it over again. The song is shared 
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with the group and once they 
have it, the leader gives it away 
… and joins the group. The group 
wrestles with moments of doubt 
when they must make a decision 
rather than rely on a leader. The 
process models a different kind of 
power and authority structure. 
 
Participants in Alberta's MMC 
workshop came from many 
denominations and worship 
contexts. Bishop Larry 
Kochendorfer noted how the 
workshop provided an opportunity 
for participants of all levels of 
musical expertise to develop 
leadership skills for enlivening 
and enriching communities. In 
conversations around meals and 
on the grounds of the FCJ 
Christian Life Centre, participants 
remarked on how much music 
they learned. They also said their 
deepest learning was not around 
repertoire. Instead, they learned 
that it's hard for a leader to get 
out of the way; that it feels good 
to have permission to make 
mistakes; that allowing the 
wisdom of the group to evolve 
also gives room for the Spirit to 
move.  
 
Music that Makes Community 
started 10 years ago as a project 
under the umbrella of the All 
Saints Company. Three years 
ago, they became an 
independent non-profit. After the 
initial years of planting seeds in 
Chicago, New York, and San 

Francisco, the movement has spread throughout the USA and into Canada, first in Ottawa, and this year with 
events in Waterloo and Calgary. They have connected with every mainline denomination in the USA, including 
multiple Lutheran churches. This summer they were also participants in the Annual Conference of the Hymn 
Society.   

Photo above (L to R):  Music that Makes Community presenters – Donald Schell, 
Jorge Lockward, Sylvia Miller-Mutia, Cricket Cooper, Paul Vasile 
 

Photo below:  Practice group in action 
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Many resources are being generated and shared by people involved in MMC, both in the form of songs being 
shared and techniques being modeled. New music is being written and shared at composers' workshops. A 
goal is to not only find texts that have poetic integrity and are theologically challenging or pushing in new 
directions, but also texts that are big enough to hold us all. Can we find a way to pray or praise or name God in 
songs that we can sing together and all somehow feel named … and sing those songs with our hearts? 
 
For Paul Vasile, at the heart of this work is: "a personal spiritual journey of knowing myself beloved of God, 
deeply and truly loved, and held in that love. No matter what, God's love is in and through and with me. My role 
as a musician, as a facilitator, as a space-maker, as a culture-shaper in this organization is to create a space 
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where people who come to these workshops know that they can risk, 
they can try new things, they can dream, they can imagine, and they 
can find themselves doing things they never imagined themselves 
doing because they have somehow been reminded deeply that they 
are loved of God and there is nothing to fear. My ministry comes out of 
a deep belief that God made me, God made me good, God gave me a 
voice, God gave me a voice to share with others. And part of that 
journey is sharing that you are loved, you are voice, you have some-
thing good in you that I hope to activate and animate and call forth." 
 
This work is liberating leaders, liberating congregants, liberating 

people … from sometimes nagging self-doubts and fears we bring into our work … to know that we are loved 
of God. Song can be a vehicle or vessel through which we can know that truth. The song can actually hold that 
belief that you are loved; you are okay as you are. And that is a song we can all sing. 

 
 

 

Helping people sing 
without paper is not a 

gimmick or a cute tool, but 
a way of mining something 

deeper about the human 
experience and about our 

faith experience. 

 
By Carolyn Ethier, Chair, ABT Worship and the Arts Ministry Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Rev. Kristian Wold and a group from Hope Lutheran 
 

are continuing to strengthen and build the network of MMC practitioners in Calgary and area  
this fall. They are meeting the first Thursday of each month for a potluck supper and singing. 

This will be an evening to enjoy some good food and friends, practice paperless 
worship leading skills, and learn new music. Newcomers are welcome! 

 

Contact Kristian for more information: pastor.kristian@hopelutheran.ca 

2018 Companion of the Worship Arts Call for Nominations 
 

      …with 
    service 
  to God 

The Program Committee for Worship, on behalf of the National Bishop, 
calls for nominations to the Companion of the Worship Arts. This is an 
honour conferred in recognition of significant contribution to the worship life 
of the ELCIC at a local, synodical, and national level. The honour recog-
nizes the recipient’s ongoing inspiration and encouragement to others, 
together with service to God through worship, spirituality, and the arts. 

Trinity Lutheran, Falun, A
lberta

 
Please include these supporting materials with your nomination: 
 

1: Reasons for the nomination; i.e., biographical material with a listing 
of the person’s specific contributions to the worship life of the ELCIC 
(examples should include national, synodical, and local 
involvements) 

 

2: An indication, with examples, of the ways the person continues to 
inspire and encourage others in the worship life of the church 

 

3: A minimum of three letters of support for the nomination from others 
familiar with the individual’s contributions. 

 
This honour will be conferred at the ELCIC/ACC National Worship Conference, July 16 - 19, 2018 in Victoria, 
BC (www.nationalworshipconference.org). Current members of the Program Committee for Worship are not 
eligible for nomination. 
 
Send nomination materials by February 15, 2018 to: Kathryn Smith, 8 Jodi Place, Guelph, ON   N1H 7R1  
Phone: 519-822-4097   Email: jeffkatejb@rogers.com 
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Call for Images: ELCIC Worship Bulletin Covers 2017-2018 
 
In Mission for Others. This theme of the ELCIC invites us to look out 
into our communities and see the people around us, loving our neighbours 
as ourselves. The ELCIC Program Committee for Worship (PCW) has put 
out a call for images of doors and windows that look out and see in, 
evoking this mission that we all share across the church, to be used on 
worship bulletin covers for the 2017-2018 liturgical year. 
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The images can be of doors and windows of any sort. Doors are 
thresholds of welcome to invite people in. Windows see into the lives of 
our neighbours and inspire us to reach out. Images of doors and windows 
that invite us into the light, into contemplation of stability and beauty, and 
into transition and change are all welcome. 
 
Please send images attached to an email to: BulletinPictures@gmail.com 

indicating the photographer who took the image and the location where the picture was taken. Tell the story: 
say something about why you took the image. Include the name of the congregation if appropriate. 
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The PCW has asked David Solheim, who prepared the current bulletin series, to select and prepare the set of 
images for the bulletin covers again for 2017 – 2018. Since the bulletin covers require a square image (like 
Instagam), Dave will crop your image as needed. Dave says that, from a practical point of view, any jpeg (.jpg) 
image that is 2.6 MB or more in size can work. 
 
The submission deadline for the first half-year has passed.  Please continue to send images for the second 
half until April 4, 2018. 
 

Editor note … A while ago I wrote a piece of music for piano that begins with the ending, ends with 
the beginning and transitions smoothly from one to the other. That came about because of Psalm 121 verse 8:  
“The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in from this time forth, and even forevermore.”         

 
 

I liked thinking of “going out” … ending first. It made sense to think of life in those terms. Our physical life ends 
and eternal life begins. The sun sets so it can rise again. Leaves turn colour, fall from the trees and are reborn 
in spring. Going out can be a call to action or a search for the open door that will lead us to a new opportunity. 
Wherever we are, whatever we do, God goes with us. We always have a beginning to look forward to.   
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