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Faith Leaders Called to Stand Together 
  
On behalf of our Synod November 13, 2014 I participated in a 
renewed commitment to A Place to Call Home: Edmonton’s 10 Year 
Plan to End Homelessness. The event marked the halfway point of 
the ambitious plan of the Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative 
on Homelessness and Affordable Housing. 
 
Faith leaders gathered at 
Edmonton’s City Hall: Anglican 

Church of Canada, ELCIC, Roman Catholic, 
Edmonton and District Council of Churches, 
Indigenous Elders Society, Salvation Army, 
Presbyterian, Zoroastrian, Edmonton Interfaith Centre, 
United Church of Canada, Hindu Society of Alberta, 
Edmonton Religious Society of Friends, Alliance, 
International Buddhist Friends, Unitarian Church, 
Baha’i Assembly, Pentecostal, Ukrainian Eparchy, 
Christian Reformed, Moravian, Edmonton Council of 
Muslim Communities, Sikh Society of Alberta, Baptist, 
Beth Shalom Synagogue, Edmonton Evangelical 
Ministerial, and the Mennonite Church. 
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United, we spoke: “We, leaders of different religious 
and spiritual communities in Edmonton and area, 
come together to express our shared commitment to 
eliminate homelessness in our community.” 
 
I recalled the 2013 Joint Assembly of the Anglican 
Church of Canada and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada, Together for the Love of the World, 
where we focused our attention on two huge issues of 
concern to many Canadians: homelessness and 
affordable housing, and responsible resource 
extraction; and where, together we made a joint 
declaration on these matters, making a common 
commitment to “learn, act, advocate and pray.”   

Opening blessing – given by 
Aboriginal Elder Gilman Cardinal 

 
Year 5 highlights of Edmonton’s 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness noted that: 2,178 
permanent homes have been secured for 2,909 people who had been homeless; 80% of 
formerly homeless persons have secured housing in the private rental market; 84% of 
the people housed have retained their housing; 466 newly constructed units have been 
completed; government funding for homeless supports was frozen for Year 5 but an 
increase is planned for Year 6; Welcome Home (a volunteer-based befriending program 
that provides companionship to individuals and families) matched 85 community 
volunteers with 55 newly housed Edmontonians to provide companionship and 
community supports. And there is much yet to do! 
 
The Congregational Housing Action Guide encourages and calls our faith communities 
to act (see below for more information). For faith communities everywhere this is 
perhaps the most tangible and practical aspect – getting involved! Ten approaches are 
outlined: learn more; see first hand; reach out in your own neighbourhood; join with faith 

  “Celebrations” – Winter 2015 2



and community networks already working in your area; 
draw from the strengths, wisdom, and practices of your 
spiritual tradition; journey with individuals or families 
moving into a new home; become involved with Habitat 
for Humanity; become an advocate by participating in 
neighbourhood housing conversations, and speaking 
with elected government representatives about 
homelessness and affordable housing; contribute 
financial and in-kind support for new affordable housing 
projects. 
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“As faith leaders,” said Bishop Jane Alexander of the 
Anglican Diocese of Edmonton, “we have this unique 
opportunity to preach, teach and speak about justice, 
compassion and healing to a cross section of society – 
to politicians, students, bus drivers, lawyers, even 
people who are homeless themselves. If we can stand 
together as faith leaders and communities, I don’t think 
there is anything that can stand in our way of ending 
homelessness.”  
 
For more information: A serious moment. Lutheran Bishop 

Larry Kochendorfer and Anglican 
Bishop Jane Alexander 

 
Congregational Housing Action Guide 
http://interfaithhousinginitiative.wordpress.com/ 
Scroll down, click on Congregational Housing Action Guide – July 2013 
 
Calgary KAIROS, Acadia Place: A Place to Call Home Project   http://acadiaplace.com 
 
By Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop, Synod of Alberta and the Territories   
 
 

 
    Walking Together …  In the Spirit of  

the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
 

      March 20 – 22 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Edmonton 
 

Co-sponsored by Lutheran Campus Ministry-Edmonton and 
the Synod of Alberta and the Territories – events no charge 
 

March 20, 7:00 pm: Screening of “Gently Whispering the Circle 
Back” followed by a discussion with Elder Charles Wood and 
filmmaker Beth Wishhart MacKenzie. 
 

March 21, 1:00 – 2:30 pm: “Reclaiming the 
Word; Shifts in Theology and Thinking” with 
Dr. Terry LeBlanc, Mi’kmaq/Acadian, founder and 
chair of the North American Institute for Indigenous 
Theological Studies. 
 

March 22, 11:00 am:  “Closing the Circle” with 
guest preacher Dr. Terry LeBlanc at Trinity 
Lutheran, 10014 – 81 Ave. Edmonton. 
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Think Worship and Music with PEW:   

Around the 
Synod 

 

 

 
 

 
Coming Events 

Practical Enrichment for Worship 
 
Made possible through a Vital Worship Grant from the Calvin 
Institute of Christian Worship, Grand Rapids, Michigan, these 
symposium events are free and will be of interest to worship and 
music leaders – primarily the person playing the organ, piano or 
keyboard at your church. Each event, held in a different church, 
will also speak to the resources from that denomination (hymnals 
or other resources), as well as how these church musicians 
structure the music in their church and involve the musicians. 
Anyone interested in this conversation is welcome!  

 
“Composing for the Church”    
 

Friday, March 20, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Mar. 21, 10:00 a.m. – noon 

Presented by Jeff Enns – composer, teacher and music 
director at St. James Lutheran, Elmira, ON in room A314 
Concordia, 7128 Ada Blvd., Edmonton, AB.  
 
“Education” Saturday: April 18, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m … continuing the practical of playing, 
plus planning for the “hours” and special services. Presented by Dr. Joy Berg and 
Jeremy Spurgeon at All Saints Anglican Cathedral, 10035 – 103 St., Edmonton, AB.  
 
Congregational Life Workshop – Red Deer  
 
“Just Relationships” featuring keynote speaker Rev Ryan Andersen: “Justice, Love, 
Faith and the Renewal of the Church” will be held at Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Red Deer, AB Saturday April 11, 2015 from 8:45 AM - 3:00 PM.  
 

Breakout sessions include Bishop Larry Kochendorfer: Social Justice in our ELW 
hymnal; Stephen Wildfang: Expert advice for church treasurers; Rev Lee Woolery, Rev. 
Laura Holck and Rev Rick Chapman: Homelessness – The Church Connection; Sharon 
Anne Pasula: an adaptation of the Aboriginal Standing Stones Ceremony; Carl Rausch 
and Rev. Ann Salmon: A Tangled Mess – living in the midst of resource extraction; and 
Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow: Called by God into Right Relationships and more!  
 

Registration information: ABT synod office – 780 439-2636. 
 
Pastoral Care Visitor Training 
 
The Good Samaritan Society will host a workshop on Pastoral Care in Edmonton March 
6 from 6-9pm and March 7 from 8-4 pm. The workshop will be held at The Good 
Samaritan Southgate Care Centre, 4225 107 St. If you would like to visit the elderly, the 
grieving, or the dying this is a wonderful course to help build confidence, offer instruction 
and provide small group discussion and interaction.  
 
Fee: $70.00. Workshop materials and lunch are included. Register by Tuesday March 3. 
 
Contact Karen Triomphe, Chaplain, Good Samaritan Society at 780-266-2674 or email 
ktriomphe@gss.org. 
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Ecumenical Action: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Jan 18 - 25 2015 
 
From the welcome speech by Rev. Kevin Kraglund 
President, Edmonton & District Council of Christian 
Churches and Rector of St. Patrick’s Anglican Church 
 
The Edmonton & District Council of Churches is an 
association of Christian churches, organizations, and 
individuals that seek to express the essential unity of 
the body of Christ through worship, fellowship, 
dialogue, cooperation, service and prayer. 
 
From the Canadian Council of Churches website: 
“The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is held from 
January 18 to 25, each year. This eight-day period (or 
“octave”)—first proposed by the Franciscan Fr. Paul 
Wattson in 1908—begins with the feast of the 
confession of St. Peter and ends with the feast of the 
conversion of St. Paul. By finding ways to pray 
together during this week, we join with all people 

around the world who are praying, reflecting, studying, and even eating and drinking 
together to celebrate and pray for Christian unity.” 
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This year’s theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was from John’s Gospel:  
“Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’” By itself, this theme begs the question … “Jesus 
said to who?”   
 
After leaving Judea and while enroute to Galilee early in his ministry, “Jesus came to a 
Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son 
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the 
well. It was about noon. And a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to 
her, ‘Give me a drink.’” (John 4: 5-7) 
 
If we were to pick just one story that shows us the most about who Jesus is, it’s this 
encounter with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well. This story is, at its heart, a story of 
unity.  
  
Introducing this theme and this year’s focus on Christianity as it’s lived out in Brazil, the 
Canadian Council of Churches offered these words: “The biblical gesture of offering 
water to a guest as a way of welcoming and sharing is something that is repeated in all 
regions of Brazil. Refreshing glasses of water, chimarrão, coffee, and tereré are 
trademarks of acceptance, dialogue and coexistence. 
 
‘Give me a drink’ compels us to recognize that persons, communities, cultures, religions, 
and ethnicities need each other. Diversity needs to be recognized and presented as our 
common heritage, with regard to humanity and the whole of creation. ‘Give me a drink’ 
compels us to change our attitude, to commit ourselves to seek unity in the midst of our 
diversity through our openness to a variety of forms of spirituality and religious 
expressions.”   
 
At the heart of Jesus’ request to the Samaritan woman, “Give me a drink,” he recognized 
that they each needed something from the other. And so do we. Amen. 
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Working to End Poverty in Edmonton 
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“I didn’t know what eradicating poverty 
would look like, but I knew it would be 
Gospel-imperative,” Bishop Jane 
Alexander shared at a meeting of the 
Edmonton and District Council of 
Churches (EDCC), held at All Saints’ 
Anglican Cathedral during the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. 

 

Rev. Kevin Kraglund and Bishop Jane 
Alexander, Anglican Diocese of Edmonton 

 
“It’s wonderful for us as a faith 
community to be invited to be part of this 
conversation, especially at a time when 
society doesn’t necessarily feel church 
should be heading this up,” said Bishop 
Jane, who co-chairs the Task Force to 
End Poverty with Edmonton Mayor Don 
Iveson. 
 

“Sometimes church needs a kick in the pants, and I think we got it,” she says, describing 
her initial reaction to the mayor’s audacious goal of ending poverty as “amazement" that 
quickly turned to embarrassment (why didn’t we think of that?)." She acknowledges, 
however, that the work of the faith community in areas of affordable housing and 
homelessness, in particular through the Capital Region Interfaith Housing Initiative, has 
laid groundwork for the task force to build upon. 
 

“There are still incredible stereotypes about who is living in poverty and where they live,” 
said Bishop Jane, noting that most people living below the poverty line in Edmonton are, 
in fact, working full time and have not chosen to be poor. “Poverty affects us all, and it is 
imperative that we all consider what we can do in our church, family and work life to 
move from a response of management to eradication,” she said. 
 

The End Poverty Edmonton Task Force is set to begin a period of community 
engagement in March. Bishop Jane says this is a crucial opportunity for churches to 
become aware of the research and become proponents of change. Public opinion and 
response will also factor greatly in task force recommendations to City Council in the fall. 
 
By Margaret Marschall, Director of Communications, Anglican Diocese of Edmonton 

 

Wilderness Wisdom in Camrose: 
 

2015 Ecumenical Lenten Services, Wednesdays 7 – 8 pm
 

Feb 18  at St. Andrew’s Anglican           Speaker: Rev. Brian Krushel 
Feb 25 at Ukrainian Catholic Church   Speaker: Signi Brunner 
Mar 4   at Bethel Lutheran           Speaker: Fr. Greg Faryna 
Mar 11  at The Church of God           Speaker: Fr. Jacques Vaillancourt 
Mar 18  at Camrose United           Speakers: Bev Swanson & Jim Wilson 
Mar 25 at Messiah Lutheran           Speakers: Alan Richards & Doug Tien 
 

April 4 (Saturday) Ecumenical Easter Vigil at Faith and Life Chapel, 
Augustana Campus,  7 - 9 pm,  with egg hunt and refreshment to follow 
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New Faces in the Alberta Synod 
 
There are several people who have recently taken up positions of ministry in Alberta. In 
this issue of Canada Lutheran you will be introduced to two of them … both returning to 
Alberta from other provinces. 
 
Meet Rev. Janice Whitelock 

 
“Count your blessings 
name them one by one; 
count your blessings see 
what God has done …”  

 

 
 

Pastor Janice and Michael Whitelock 
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My journey towards 
ordained ministry at Spirit 
of Grace Lutheran 
Church in Brooks, Alta., 
is a journey of blessings.  
So I will name them one 
by one. 
 
The blessing of an 
encouraging and 
supportive family: my 
husband, Michael, and 
our two daughters, Jaclyn 
and Kaylee. This first and 
ongoing blessing is of 
immeasurable worth. 
 

The blessing of Trinity 
Lutheran Church in 
Grande Prairie, AB. In this 
congregation my faith life 
was nurtured and shaped. 
Here my God-given gifts 
were encouraged and 
allowed to grow. Here I 
found family. I was 
blessed to be in this 
congregation for twenty-
one years. For ten of 
those years, I had the 
privilege of being the 

congregational parish worker. In this role my love for God’s children of all ages 
continually increased, as did my call towards ordained ministry.  

 
 

Ordination: Trinity Lutheran, Grande Prairie 

 
The blessing of a seminary in Western Canada. The Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Saskatoon, SK provided me the opportunity to receive a Master of Divinity Degree. 
Highly qualified and gifted professors journeyed with me as I continued to learn and 
develop skills required for parish ministry. While the need for growth and learning 
continues, I am grateful for the years in Saskatoon, as well as the time on internship in 
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Earl Grey, SK. The people and colleagues I met during that time will be ongoing 
blessings in the years to come. 
 
The blessing of Spirit of Grace Lutheran Church. With joy I accepted the call to Spirit of 
Grace in Brooks. At the biennial synod convention in June 2014, Spirit of Grace 
Lutheran Church was accepted onto the roster of the Synod of Alberta and the 
Territories. On August 5th I became their first full-time pastor (following the gifted part-
time interim pastor, Darryl Roste).  
 
I am excited to journey with Spirit of Grace as we learn what it means to be ‘church’ in 
Brooks. I am certain wherever the path 
leads there will be ‘blessings to count’ and 
opportunities to ‘see what God has done’. 
Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Bruce Zinken 

 
Meet Rev. Bruce Zinken 
 
On Saturday, September 27, 2014, the 
folks of St. John’s Lutheran Church, New 
Sarepta, and Pastor Bruce W. Zinken 
gathered in the name of Jesus to 
celebrate the union of the beginning of a 
new ministry. Pastor Bruce and his wife 
Jane returned to Alberta in 2013 to be 
closer to family and their four 
granddaughters after serving a parish in 
Arborg, MB for 8 years. Many of the 
pastors in attendance the day of the 
installation service were classmates of 
Pastor Bruce at LTS in Saskatoon. A 
reception was held following the service. 
Pastors Bruce and Jane reside in 
Edmonton, AB. 
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Images of Spirituality 
Ecumenical Women’s Gathering April 10-12 at Entheos 

 
The Theme is “Seeking Sophia: Walking with Wisdom” with Reflections on Psalm 62,
a Song of Trust and Wisdom Scripture. The weekend will include looking at Psalm 62
and wisdom literature through meditations, art, labyrinth walking, music, and prayer. 
 
Session leader is MJ Leewis-Kirk AOJN. MJ is an Anglican priest and is currently
Priest in Charge at St. George’s, Calgary and Assistant Priest at St. Laurence,
Calgary where she is also active with the Wisdom Center for Spirituality. She has a
passion for women’s studies and feminine spirituality and is a strong supporter of
wome pectsn in all as  of life, from Girl Guides to women and child abuse prevention. 

 
 

’s love for all and in all is integral to her ministry. 

More information at:  

God
 

www.imagesofspirituality.ca.          
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Falling in Love in Edson 
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Clockwise:  Hugh Ashwell, Cherise Fron (co-chair), Alison Reid (co-chair), Bishop Larry 
Kochendorfer, Jan Ferguson, James Birkenhagen, Emilie Booth, Dorothy Rurka, Bishop Jane 
Alexander, and Sheryl Dubois.  

 
On Wednesday, November 12, 2014, Bishop, Larry Kochendorfer from the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories, and Anglican Bishop, Jane Alexander from the Diocese of 
Edmonton, came to Edson to meet with the joint Council and Vestry of Grace Lutheran 
Church and St. Catherine’s Anglican Church. It was a historic meeting for the churches, 
certainly because of the presence of both bishops, but also because of the question that 
was on the table: “We think it’s time for Grace and St. Catherine’s to come together to be 
one Anglican/Lutheran congregation in one building. If you agree with us, then what 
should our next steps be as we work toward this goal?” 
 
Our journey to get to this meeting with our bishops had taken over two years with one of 
those years being intentional work to build relationships between the congregations. 
Fellowship events were held so people could get to know each other. Many ministries 
that the congregation had engaged in separately became joint ministries. The first big 
turning point came when members from both congregations came together to work on 
stewardship. That’s when the fun started. Stewardship skits were written and rehearsed. 
Stewardship visits were accomplished with Lutherans and Anglicans visiting each other. 
Narrative budgets were prepared and shared with both congregations so that everyone 
could see and rejoice in the common ministry goals. All the while, a joint worship 
committee was working together to learn about each other’s worship and to begin 
planning worship that was Anglican and Lutheran at the same time. 
 
In the end, Bishop Jane and Bishop Larry gave us their blessing. They said we could 
move ahead and make plans to “get married.”  We have a lot to do as we plan for our 
union. We have big questions to answer that will require a lot of work and deep 
theological reflection. How are we called to become one church? Answering this 
question will require, not only the development of a joint Constitution/By-law that’s 
acceptable to both the Synod and the Diocese, but also a great deal of theological 
thought. What are we called to be? Answering that question will require us to come up 
with a joint definition of what it means to be an Anglican/Lutheran church. Where are we 
called to be church? Answering that question will lead us not only to figure out where we 
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will live together as one church in one building, but it will also cause us to look carefully 
at how we are grafted on to the “tree of life” that is the town of Edson so we can live well 
as gospel people in our community. 
 
Most Sundays, our church pews are full of Anglicans and Lutherans worshipping 
together. During the week we come together in all sorts of ways to join God in doing 
God’s work in Edson. We have fallen in love – with each other, with our town, with our 
God. It is a very, very good time to be church! 
 
By Rev. Ann Salmon, Grace Lutheran and St. Catherine’s Anglican 
 
Fall Synod Council Retreat at Camp Kuriakos  
 
The Synod Council 
Fall Retreat at 
Camp Kuriakos is 
the meeting at 
which new council 
members receive 
their orientation. It 
is also the meeting 
where we focus on 
future directions 
and share what is 
already happening 
within the Synod of 
Alberta and the 
Territories.  
 
The 2014 meeting, 
which was held on 
September 19 and 
20, also included a 
focus on "lectio devina" several times during the two days as a way to ensure that we 
included God and the Word in our deliberations. We were especially fortunate to share 
the Camp with the choir from Concordia University in Edmonton and the wonderful 
culinary skills of Cathy Kochendorfer (who also happens to be the wife of our Synod 
Bishop)! 
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Synod Council also meets in the spring (usually March) for a one-day meeting. The two-
day format of the fall retreat allows us to get to know each other at a deeper level and 
also allows for more worship and play times. 
 
By Marilyn Murray, Secretary, Synod Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alberta & The Territories Synod Youth Gathering 
May 29-31, 2015 at Mulhurst Lutheran Camp 

 

Grade 7 – 12, $175 per person. Register by April 30 to 
abtsynodyouthgathering@gmail.com 

 

A joint project between the Synod of ABT, Mulhurst, Kuriakos & Hastings Lake Camps
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Crescent Valley Students Send Others to School 
 
Donna Heine of Hinton, AB 
was one of the participants in 
a recent visit to Colombia. 
When she returned home, an 
idea came with her and she 
put it to work at Crescent 
Valley School where she 
teaches Grade Two.  
 
“Each year, “ she said, “we 
learn about how children live, 
learn and play in different 
countries in the world. It was 
very exciting for me to share 
my experiences in Colombia 
with the kids. They were very 
interested and quite 
fascinated with the stories 
and pictures of Colombia. 
They wished they could meet 
the Colombian kids in 
person.” 
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If they couldn’t actually meet 
the Colombian kids, they 
could certainly make a 
connection in another way. 
The Annual Winter Craft Fair 
was approaching and this is 
where Donna’s idea took 
shape. A grade 2 and grade 
4/5 class set to work cutting, 
pasting, and creating items 
to sell. Their goal was to 
send kids to school … as 
many as they could. By the 
time the last happy shopper 
was out the door and the last 
dollar counted, five 
Colombian children would be 
going to school. They had 
raised $750.00. 
 
Ms. Heine said, “Our children 
are making a difference for 
some other children and are 

very excited that 5 kids will be able to go to school in Columbia because of the funds 
raised at the craft fair.”  That excitement will be mirrored by the kids in Colombia. 
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C2C Coffeehouse at Ascension, Edmonton 
 
On November 29, 2014 Ascension 
Lutheran Church hosted a “Colombia to 
Canada Coffeehouse” to raise funds to 
bring members of our partner 
congregation in Colombia to Canada in 
2016. Three bands, The Porter and the 
Painter, North of Here, and Lusitania 
Lights delighted over 130 people during 
the evening with the gift of music of 
different genres. 
 
Ascension has been involved in 
missions in Colombia, South America, 
for 8 years. We started out supporting a 
students’ residence in a small town deep 
in the plains of Colombia. In 2009, 15 
youth and adults from Ascension 
traveled to Colombia to meet the 
students of the Hogar Llanero Brisas del 
Canada and to assist in building a 
gazebo for the residence. What a joy it 
was to watch our youth interact with the 
youth from the residence. Fast friends 
were made and some still keep in touch 
on Facebook. For the last few years 

Ascension has been supporting two projects of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Colombia that serve single mothers and their children as well as children and youth with 
disabilities and youth at risk of drug and gang involvement. The True Vine and Caracoli 
projects offer life skills training, pastoral and psychological support, opportunities to be in 
a worship band, and lessons on how to make products such as purses and jewelry that 
can be sold as a source of income. In 2011, 25 members of Ascension again journeyed 
to Colombia to visit these programs and were deeply moved by all that we witnessed.  

P
ho

to
s 

by
 T

ric
ia

 H
oe

pp
ne

r 

 
We have recently started a relationship with a Lutheran congregation in the city of Yopal. 
We have connected with our partner congregation over Skype, sharing worship services, 
we have shared recipes with the members in Yopal and have been in contact via 
Facebook as well. We are enjoying building a relationship with our new Colombian 
brothers and sisters and would like the opportunity to meet them. This time though, 
instead of members of Ascension traveling to Colombia again, we have invited some 
members of the Lutheran Church in Yopal to come to Edmonton! The Colombian people 
have been so very welcoming whenever we’ve traveled to Colombia. They are warm and 
friendly and have treated us like family. Now we’d like the opportunity to host our new 
friends in our country and show them some Canadian hospitality. With God’s blessing, 
our desire is to bring our friends to Edmonton in the summer of 2016 and show them 
around some of the beautiful sights of Alberta as well as have them meet some of the 
wonderful people of our synod. We ask for your prayers as we plan and prepare for this 
journey from Colombia to Canada. Muchas gracias! 
 
By Tricia Hoeppner, Ascension, Edmonton
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ABT Bishop and Hosanna, Edmonton to visit El Salvador 
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In March, six people will travel to El Salvador to experience for a few days, what Rev. 
Brian Rude has experienced for more than 20 years “En Misión con El Salvador – In 
Mission with El Salvador”. From right to left they are Nordahl Flakstad, Nancy Newmann, 
Helen Bowden, Bishop Larry Kochendorfer, Ray Janke and Rev. James Hendricksen.  
They will also participate in the 25th Anniversary of the congregational partnership 
between Redeemer Lutheran in San Miguel and Hosanna Lutheran in Edmonton. 
 
Brian Rude: Questions and Answers at Grace Lutheran 
 
In January 2015, Brian Rude, Synod of Alberta and the Territories sponsored missionary 
to El Salvador, visited a number of churches during a visit “home” to Camrose. Grace 
Lutheran, Wetaskiwin was one of them. He gave an overview of the past 26 years of his 
life and work in El Salvador and then opened his presentation to questions from the 
floor. There were many. An hour and a half later, people were shrugging into their coats 
and hats as they prepared to leave ... still asking questions on the way out the door. 
 
Question 1: Do all the colours on the map represent different districts?  
 

Answer:  Yes. El Salvador is a 
small country. It would fit between 
Edmonton and Calgary ... about 300 
by 100 km. In it there are 14 
Departments (like our provinces) 
each with their own governor, but not 
as independent as our provinces. 
Education would be federal and 
almost all policy would be federal or 
national. They don’t have taxes, and 
certain health policies would be 
federal. 
 
Question 2:  What is the history of the gangs and your involvement?  
Answer: Twenty years ago I started working in prisons, not with the intention of 
getting involved with gangs, but because I had linked up with two organizations doing 
aids awareness. In 1994 the orphanage where I worked as chaplain was shut down, the 
high school where I was teaching Christian Formation was temporarily closed and a 
colleague of mine, a Lutheran university professor, died of AIDS. It was a shock to me to 
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see how isolated he was. Even his mother stood at a 
distance when she visited him. He didn’t want anyone 
but his mother and me to know about his illness and it 
was sad to see him die such a lonely death. So, I 
linked up with an Archdiocese AIDS team and a group 
of Salvadoran men living with HIV. A program was 
launched in prisons but eventually, for a Salvadoran 
colleague and myself, our focus shifted to violence 
reduction since this need was not being addressed at 
all. We soon became aware of the gang realities. At 
that time in the mid 90’s the two rival gangs, one of 
Mexican origin and the other Salvadoran, were in the 
same prisons together. If we got them working on a 
socio-drama or building a project, each group could 
work together for three hours in the same space 
without incident. Over time, however, the gangs on the 
outside became more conflicted, protecting their 
neighbourhoods, their territory, and that was reflected 
in the prisons with gang-related homicides and 
massacres. They were then segregated within the 
prisons, and finally housed in totally separate prisons.  

 
 

Brian Rude 
 
The gang origins, to some extent, came from Los Angeles. A lot of Salvadorans fled the 
country during the civil war that lasted from 1980 to 1992 and made their way to that city. 
The young people grew up there as refugees. When they arrived they discovered local 
kids were growing up on the streets because their parents were working. The 
newcomers found they had to protect themselves … maybe from the African Americans, 
the Asian gangs, from the police, so they came together to protect themselves. Some 
linked up with the “18” which was more Mexican oriented, some formed the “MS” - more 
Salvadoran in orientation. At that point they weren’t fighting each other necessarily, but 
when they were deported back to El Salvador the rivalry came with them. The gangs 
began recruiting in the streets where kids were 
growing up without families and very 
susceptible to street life. Drug cartels in Mexico 
and Central America could also have been an 
influence. The economy in El Salvador doesn’t 
offer education or jobs so they developed their 
own economy, based some drug sales 
perhaps, but to a great degree, extortion of 
small businesses because they are vulnerable. 
The way of enforcing the payment of their 
extortion fees was by threats and murder, so 
the homicide rate began to rise. This is still 
very much the case. 
 
So of 60,000 estimated gang members in El 
Salvador, 10,000 are in prison. About 2 1/2 
years ago the rival gangs came together. They 
admitted they had been part of the problem of 
the violence in El Salvador, decided there had 
been enough and proposed that they be a part Artwork by a former gang member in 

Sonsonate prison. 
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of the solution. It worked well. Overnight, over the election weekend in March 2012 the 
homicide rate dropped from 14 a day to 5 a day. People wondered if they were they too 
busy voting to kill each other. But then it lasted all week. It kept going and going, 
rumours filtered down as to what was happening and it turned out they had come to a 
truce. It held for about a year in the hope that the European Union would finance job 
training and job promotion. A North American organization was monitoring this and there 
were great hopes. But by the end of the year it was evident that no one was really going 
to give them the support they needed and the gangs drifted back to their former ways. 
The violence is not as high as it was pre-truce, but almost, and now more against the 
police ... not randomly. I think the police have been very brutal with them, as well as 
prison guards and military who are supposed to accompany the police to provide 
security for the population. Only the population doesn’t feel so secure. There is also a 
huge industry of private security, the sale of weapons, the hiring of private security 
guards. Security guards are more numerous than police and military. A lot of people 
benefit from violence. If war can be so lucrative, who would want peace? And the same 
can be said of street violence. It’s lucrative so why would they want to allow peace? 
That’s the story of the evolution of the gangs. They are in a difficult position at the 
moment with gang violence and control. 
 
Question 3: Is their justice system corrupt?     
Answer: Yes. 
 
More Questions and Answers to be continued next issue… 
 
Sunday February 22 Celebrates our Diaconal Ministry 
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Left to right: Diaconal Ministers Virginia Burke, Wendy Coughlan, Kierra Maher, Jane Tse and 
Deaconess Julie Hink on the occasion of Wendy Coughlan’s consecration at Emmanuel, Calgary. 
 
Sunday, February 22 is Diaconal Sunday, the day the ELCIC celebrates the witness 
expressed through service (diakonia). Through our baptism all Christians are called to 
share God's word and to serve our neighbours in Christ's name. It is also a day to 
recognize and give thanks to God for the men and women who serve in official calls as 
deacons in our church. 
 

Resources for lifting up Diaconal Sunday in your worship and study are available on the 
National website:   http://elcic.ca/Leadership/For-Ministers/DiaconalSunday.cfm 
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Where did the Bishop Go?  Anybody seen him? 
 
I heard he went to Lethbridge in December, but that’s pretty far south of Edmonton 
where I saw him last. Somebody told me they’d seen him in Lac La Biche, and I said 
“What? That’s a seven hour drive from Lethbridge!” Well, then I was told he’d been in 
Calgary and Cold Lake, Edson and Grande Prairie, and some place called Kuriakos. 
More and more people kept shouting out where they’d seen him … it got totally out of 
control. It’s a good thing some of them had photos, or I wouldn’t have believed it!

Advent 2:  Baptism of Solomon Kai 
Eutheos Penrod, son to Pastor Philip and 
Tessa. Our Savior Lutheran, Edmonton.  

 
 

Lord of Glory, Lac la Biche. Oct 5 congregational 
visit with Pastor Calvin and Lori Skriver, and 
members Rev. Phil and Deaconess Julie Hink. 

 

Advent 1: Christ Trinity, Lethbridge. Pastor Olivier
and Holy Ravelojaona, Pastor Harold and Ella 
Martin, Bishop Larry and Cathy Kochendorfer. 

Advent 1: Roman Catholic, Anglican and Lutheran celebration of 20 
Year Covenant at St Augustine's Anglican, Lethbridge. From center 
left: Bishop Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop Greg Kerr-Wilson, and 
Father Kevin Tumback representing Bishop Fred Henry. 

Dec. 4 Advent: Retired 
rostered leaders and 
spouses at St. Paul 
Mill Creek, Edmonton.
Bishop Larry standing.
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One Year on the Missional Network Journey 

 
 

Throughout this year of listening, attending and discerning, 
we wondered and pondered, seeking God’s guidance and 
direction specific to our Synod, congregations and 
ourselves. For many, this year could be described as 
“kairos”, that is, an opportune or Spirit led moment in time. 
Step by step we learned to discern and trust in God’s plans 
for our ministries and what “being sent” might look like for 
our context. 
 

We are trying new ways of being in the neighbourhood, 
listening and learning as we go. The congregations’ 
Guiding Teams are testing the waters as they go out 
together to build relationship, to understand others’ 
perspectives on life. Some are meeting in neighbour’s 
houses for conversations, others joining a game night for 
seniors, connecting with newcomer migrant workers in the 
community at a welcome dinner. Pastors are learning new 

leadership skills in ways that challenge them personally as they connect with the 
neighbourhood. One pastor is experimenting with facilitating community mentors, 
another developing relationships with people outside the church, and another building 
relationships with community leaders.  
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Thus far this journey has taught us the 
importance of listening without judgement 
as relationships are built, and that we 
cannot do this alone. We grow in faith 
and hope as we continue to recognize 
God at work in us and through us. 

 

Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod.
 

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places 
  and mission of the congregations in our synod. 
 

...to help us learn from each other and encourage each 
  other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and 
mission of the congregations of our synod to the
Celebrations editor, Colleen McGinnis at: 

mail@caelinartworks.com 
4728 – 50 Avenue 
Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 0R7 
780-352-3519 

 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will also 
be considered for the ABT Synod section in Canada 
Lutheran.  
 
Celebrations IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta 
and    the    Territories.    However,    photocopies    of  

 

Celebrations are encouraged for use in the 
congregations of our synod. 
 

Celebrations may not be republished in print or 
posted to a website outside of the congregations of our 
synod, either in whole or in part, without the express 
permission of the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  

 
 

 
 
 

Rev. Dr.Julianne Barlow, 
Assistant for Mission 

 

Advent photo by Rev. Marc Jerry 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Red Deer 


