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The Joy in Worship and Music 
  
Excerpted from Bishop Kochendorfer’s presentation of Dr. Joy 
Berg as one of the 2014 Laureates for the Companion of the 
Worship Arts, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada – 
July 22, 2014 – Edmonton. 
 
In speaking about Dr. Joy Berg I could share at length of her service 
to congregations, our synod, the national expression of the church, 
the Lutheran World Federation and the ecumenical community: her 

service as Lutheran co-chair of the 2014 National Anglican Lutheran Worship 
Conference – or of her efforts in co-ordinating Concordia University Edmonton’s annual 
Worship and Music Symposium – or that she was the Canadian representative for the 
development of the hymnal for the Lutheran World 
Federation Assembly in Winnipeg in 2003. 

 

 
I could convey that Dr. Berg presented at the 
Hymn Society; or that arising out of recent 
sabbatical time in Europe meeting and shadowing 
church musicians, she presented her learnings 
with: Telling God’s Story around the World: a Look 
at How the Congregation Sings; or that she leads 
workshops across denominations on sacred music 
with an emphasis on Canadian hymnody. 
 
I might consider communicating that she is past 
president of Region 4 of the Association of 
Lutheran Church Musicians; that she has served 
as ELCIC National Convention Musician and is 
frequently the chief musician for Synod 
conventions; that she has served on the ELCIC 
Program Committee for Worship, the Synod 
Committee for Worship and the Arts, as a synodical trainer for the introduction of 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship and principle teacher in our Synod’s Leadership Program 
for Musicians. 
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Dr. Joy Berg 

 
If I were to share these things with you, you would certainly know that Dr. Berg is a 
worthy recipient of this award. 
 
Indeed, she is highly regarded by her peers and members of the ecclesiastical 
community in Canada, the United States of America and Europe because of her level of 
expertise in the fields of choral conducting, sacred music and congregational song. She 
is: associate professor of music, program co-ordinator, director of choral activities, and 
chapel cantor at Concordia University in Edmonton. She is an accomplished conductor, 
pianist, organist, and active chorister with Edmonton’s professional choir, Pro Coro 
Canada. 
 
But a list of achievements, participation, and leadership does not reveal the passion and 
gifts and time and “joy” which Joy brings to her calling: 

 her passion, as a church musician, to support and lead congregational song. 
 Joy’s unique and special ability in identifying, encouraging and supporting the 
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strengths and gifts of others, and of ensuring the proper occasion for these gifts 
to be shared. 

 Joy’s continuing encouragement and support for worship planners, leaders and 
musicians. 

 her willingness, in fact, I believe her aspiration to mentor, to teach, to give. 
 the time and energy, and careful attention she gives to planning each liturgy, 

each hymn introduction, each postlude. 
 her modeling of a thoughtful and creative approach to communal worship that 

values the Lutheran and ecumenical heritage of worship. 
 her commitment to exploring with integrity new and innovative approaches to 

communal worship. 
 her collaborative approach: a generous team player and respected leader. 
 her incredible ability to integrate worship with lives given in service for others. 
 and all with great grace, humility, patience and – yes – “joy.” 

 
It is through hymn – through song – through praise of God – that Joy is deeply rooted in 
the narrative of the Christian faith – of self-emptying love and humble service to others. 
She continues in this faithful service for the sake of those who gather to worship and 
seek to live faithfully as disciples committed to the Gospel of grace in Christ we proclaim. 
 
By Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop, Synod of Alberta and the Territories   
 
A Journey to the Holy Land – CLWR Global Encounter 2014 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Margaret Sadler, with one of the pieces of art in the International Conference Centre of 
Bethlehem on the campus of the Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church. Margaret and 
CLWR Board President Marcus Busch visited the Holy Land in February. Read about 
their experiences in the upcoming December issue of Canada Lutheran. 
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Think Worship and Music with PEW:   

Around the 
Synod 

 

 

 
 

 
Coming Events 

Practical Enrichment for Worship 
 
Made possible through a Vital Worship Grant from the Calvin 
Institute of Christian Worship, Grand Rapids, Michigan, these 
symposium events are free and will be of interest to worship and 
music leaders – primarily the person playing the organ, piano or 
keyboard at your church. Each event, held in a different church, 
will also speak to the resources from that denomination (hymnals 
or other resources), as well as how these church musicians 
structure the music in their church and involve the musicians. 
Anyone interested in this conversation is welcome! 
 
Saturday Nov. 22, 10:00 am – noon 
Continuing the “practical” of playing, plus working with other staff. 
Presented by: Dr. Joy Berg and Jerrold Eilander 
First Baptist Church, 10031 – 109 St. Edmonton, AB 

 
Saturday Jan. 10, 2015, 10:00 am – noon 
Continuing the “practical” of playing, plus “improv” for the church musician. 
Presented by:  Dr. Joy Berg and Dr. Joachim Segger 
Kings University College, 9125 – 50 St. Edmonton, AB 
 
Watch for further announcements in the spring issue of Celebrations. 
 
Companion Synod – the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia 
 
A second Synod Delegation to visit our Companion Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Colombia (IELCO) is being planned for August 4 – 18, 2015. The journey will 
include many opportunities to meet our Lutheran sisters and brothers in Christ and to 
experience a variety of ministry contexts in Colombia. We will explore stronger ties 
between partner congregations in our Synod and IELCO; participate in a shared hands 
on project as determined by IELCO; and seek an expanding global understanding of 
faithful discipleship through the Lutheran Colombian context. Further information, 
including an application form, is available by contacting the Synod office at 780-439-
2636. Application deadline is December 31, 2014. 
 
Lay Pastoral Assistant’s Course 
 
We hire doctors to do our medical work and lawyers to do 
our legal work. Elected politicians do our political work. 
Don’t we hire pastors to do our religious or “churchly” work? 
This course, led by The Rev. Dr. Gordon Jensen (right), 
looks at how the whole people of God are called to be 
engaged in ministry in our world. “The Priesthood of All 
Believers” will be held January 31, 2015. Luther would be 
pleased.  
 
Contact the Synod office at 780-439-2636 for location and 
registration information.
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Ecumenical Action: National Worship Conference Special 
 
In the Spirit of Full Communion 
 
For the first time the Companion of the Worship Arts 
(CWA) Award was presented to two recipients – one 
each from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
(ELCIC) and the Anglican Church of Canada (ACC).  
Dr. Joy Berg (story and photo: Bishop’s Report page 2) 
is the Lutheran laureate.  
 
The Rev. Canon Dr. Graham Cotter (photo right) is the 
inaugural Anglican laureate of the CWA. The award, 
presented at the 2014 National Worship Conference in 
Edmonton, is in recognition of a lifetime of contributions 
by Canon Cotter to the worship life of the ACC in all its 
expressions. A lifelong student of religion and the arts 
and prolific writer, he is the producer of several liturgical dramas, an accomplished 
liturgical dancer, and has collaborated in the design and creation of a major altarpiece, 
vestments, and even labyrinths. He has dedicated much of his ministry to encouraging 
local worshipping communities to give expression to their faith through the arts.  
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In 1994 Canon Cotter and his late wife, Evelyn, donated the seed money for the Sacred 
Arts Trust, an endowment administered by the Anglican Foundation which continues to 
provide financial support for creative liturgical expression across Canada through 
worship and drama, liturgical dance, performing arts, music, and the visual arts. The 
Sacred Arts Trust has also helped support several National Worship Conferences.  
 
Now retired, Canon Cotter lives near Warkworth, Ontario, and continues to serve as an 
honorary assistant priest at the parish of St. Mark, Port Hope.  
 
Adapted from an ELCIC Communiqué  

 
Margaret Sadler (centre) of Hosanna, Edmonton and member of NWC organizing committee, takes
part in an intergenerational music and worship workshop presented by Linnea Good (at piano). 

Ph
ot

o 
by

 M
ar

ga
re

t M
ar

sc
ha

ll,
 A

ng
lic

an
 D

io
ce

se
 

  “Celebrations” – Fall  2014 5



National Worship Conference: Story Telling in Worship and Sermon  
 
“The act of worship by a community is deeply enmeshed in the 
ways of story.” This statement, appearing on the National 
Worship Conference website, introduced the workshop 
presented by Rev. Dr. Sid Haugen, Bishop of the Synod of 
Saskatchewan, July 21 in Edmonton. Rev. Kathy Calkins of 
Peace Lutheran, Innisfail (photo right) attended the workshop 
and responded with a story of her own. 
 
The story we heard was of a father and a son … of a boy who 
said, “Dad, you may as well be as dead to me. Give me my 
inheritance, so I can go and live my life without you.” It’s a 
story we all know, (maybe it’s our story too). We’ve heard it before, except that this time, 
the boy bought a shiny, bright red Camaro, and came home on the Greyhound, while his 
dad, in a plaid bathrobe and slippers ran down the driveway to meet him. 
 
Then we heard another story about a father and a son. About a Bible Camp that had not 
yet come to be, about a poplar tree fallen across a road, and somewhere in the middle, 
the story became a memory. A memory of a man who missed his father, who knew he 
was loved, a man who yearned for that love long since passed away. 
 
There was yet another story. I can’t remember it now. Because though the words were 
spoken, I heard not these words, but the unspoken ones. The ones that told of the 
journey of a man called to leave the home he loves – the home that had been his for 18 

years. It was a story of leaving and 
grieving. Would he remember who 
he was now, could he be who he 
was not yet?   

 

Liturgical dancer, Michelle Schurek braiding strands 
of fabric during NWC opening worship July 20. 
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Was there one more story still?  
One that ran beneath, between, 
intricately woven, forming and 
informing all the stories that were 
told? I think there was. And if there 
was, I think it would be this – that no 
matter where we find ourselves in 
the journey of life, there, too, God 
the Father will be running in a plaid 
bathrobe and slippers, running to 
embrace us, running to say, “Of 
course I love you. I will always love 
you. You are my son!”   
 
Thank you Sid for inviting us into 
the power and vulnerability of story, 
of life, of life journeyed within the 
Father’s embrace. 
 
By Rev. Kathy Calkins, Peace, Innisfail
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 Rebirth of Baptism at Glory Lutheran 

 
On June 1, 2014, we celebrated the baptism of Will Ard in the beautiful creek that flows 
through our church property. Instead of a small bowl, we used a whole beaver pond of 
water. It flows naturally from the surrounding countryside through the meandering bed of 
Old Man Creek, which eventually drains into the North Saskatchewan River. Will’s 
background is Baptist, he greatly appreciates God’s creation, and was one of the first 
members of our church to discover the beauty of the Old Man Creek. In the winter, Will 
had started asking about the possibility of his baptism being held outdoors. I agreed, 
provided we wait until the ice has melted. 

As we stepped into the cool water, 
our feet sank into the mud. 
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As the congregation stood at water’s edge under a cross made of aspen logs, we read 
the prayer from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book that begins: “We give you 
thanks, O God, for in the beginning your spirit moved over the waters and by your Word 
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.” Hearing the water flow 
and the birds sing, feeling the sun and the breeze on our skin, aware of the newly sown 
fields around us, we could pray this prayer with new insight.  
 
As Will, his sponsor, and I stepped into the cool water, our feet sank into the mud. It 
squished out between our toes, reminding us that we ourselves are made of the mud of 
the earth, enlivened by the breath of God. We felt connected to all of creation, the 
beavers, the ducks, the fish and the herons that call the creek their home. We also felt 
our connection to Jesus. Jesus himself was baptized in a natural body of water, the 
Jordan river. And like the birds that surrounded us at the creek, a dove descended on 
Jesus, signifying the Holy Spirit. I think Jesus smiled when he saw us step into the creek 
that day, invoking his name. God the creator laughed with us as we came out dripping  
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We ourselves are made of the mud of the earth … 
wet. And the Holy Spirit was surely 
present as the words of Scripture and 
the prayers were spoken. 

… and connected to
all of creation.

 

As we welcomed Will into the mission 
we share as the body of Christ, 
“bearing God’s creative and redeeming 
word to all the world,” we felt immersed 
in God’s mission of redeeming all of 
creation from the powers that work 
against it, protecting the delicate 
balance, beauty and abundance of life 
that surrounds us.  
 

As the congregation sang, prayed, 
laughed and cried under the open sky 
that day, it seemed as if for a moment 
not only the sky was open, but heaven 
itself.  
 
By Markus Wilhelm, Pastor, Glory Lutheran 
Church, Sherwood Park 

 

Reformation Tour  – Great Cathedrals of Europe 
May 24 – June 6, 2015 

 

Lead by The Rev. Dr. Gordon A. Jensen, Lutheran Theological Seminary, SK 
and the Rev. Barbara Groote, Pastor, Ascension Lutheran, Edmonton. 

 

Contact Rev. Dr. Gordon Jensen at gordon.jensen@usask.ca for information.  

 
 

This trip is limited to 14 people.  Registration deadline: January 15, 2015. 
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From the Pew 
 

We are accustomed to messages and stories being delivered from the pulpit. In 
this section of “Celebrations” you will read words belonging to people who sit in the 
pews. Over time, stories will be collected from churches throughout our Synod. They 
may tell of personal faith journeys or memorable experiences from the present or past – 
something uplifting, something funny or something sad. Here, Inez Bolstad of Grace, 
Wetaskiwin, Alberta tells us how she grew up … and stayed in the church. 
 
Inez Bolstad: “A Lifetime in the Church” 
 P
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My relationship with God began when I was just over 9 weeks 
old, the day of my baptism, March 22, 1941 at Czar, Alberta, 
the hometown of my Grandparents, Hilma & Victor Lindgren. 
From then on I grew and was nurtured by the “church”. 
Remember, the church is defined as the people not the building 
and it was an important part of the lives of the people around 
me. I remember that my Grandpa rang the church bell every 
Sunday – one hour before service, again as service began, and 
then played the organ for the service. In later years, my Uncle 
Arnold was the bell ringer. 
 
When I was 5 or 6 years old we lived in Edmonton on 95th Street. Across the park was a 
Lutheran Church and my sister and I went to Sunday School there. I remember telling 
my mother we couldn’t go because we had no offering. Problem solved!! We happily 
trotted off to Sunday School with two pennies each for offering. Years later at the 
seminary George Evenson was one of the professors and he remembered those two 
little girls coming from the other side of the park. He was the pastor of that little church. 

  
 

Junior choir in the old Augustana Church pre 1950. 
Inez – front row, second from left. Her sister Juanita is second from the right. 

Augustana Lutheran became my church home. I attended Sunday school and still have 
my attendance pin and a crochet cross that I “earned” – maybe for memorizing bible 
verses. I remember my Dad was an usher for worship services and was involved in the 
volunteer work of building the “new” church. Mom was often there as well during this 
time serving meals to the men involved with the building. I sang in the Jr. Choir under 
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Confirmation – May 20, 1956.  Front row: Inez second from right; 
Back row: Juanita (Inez’ sister) fourth from left and Pastor Don Sjoberg centre 

the leadership of Helen Pearson. Then there was confirmation – 16 of us – and Pastor 
Don Sjoberg teaching. I taught Sunday School after I was confirmed. There was Luther 
League. It was at a youth leadership school that I met Don Bolstad and we began 
“seeing” each other. Two years later were married and Pastor Sjoberg officiated at our 

wedding.  When the 
children started coming 
they were baptized, 
attended Sunday school, 
youth group and grew up in 
the church. 
 
At our wedding the soloist 
sang “Whither Thou Goest” 
and “go” we have. We 
started our life together in 
Edmonton, later moved to 
Hay Lakes, and then New 
Sarepta where Don taught 
school. With a sick baby 
and no doctor in the town 
we stayed only one year 
and then moved to 

Wetaskiwin where Don taught school at Clear Vista for a few years and then one year at 
Sacred Heart. Pastor Arvidson was the pastor at the Lutheran church here and we 
renewed our acquaintance. He had previously been Don’s pastor and had encouraged 
him to consider the ministry. That wasn’t for him – or so he thought. We became 
involved in the life of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. We led the youth group and I helped 
in the office when Jim Chell became the pastor. Many a Saturday I would be printing the 
bulletins on the old gestetner late at night so they’d be ready for service next morning. 

 
 

Wedding Day – April 8, 1960. 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Bolstad with Rev. Don Sjoberg. 

 
All this time God was at work in our lives. Finally Don made the decision that he was 
ready to answer the call to ministry that had been presented to him many years before. 
He resigned his teaching job at Sacred Heart and we listed our house for sale. It didn’t 
sell! Now what? Find a new place to teach. So again we were on the go. This time we 
landed in Two Hills. No Lutheran church there so we drove to Vegreville to attend 

  “Celebrations” – Fall  2014 10



worship.  Soon we became friends with Pastor Herb Heinneman and his wife Sonja.  
Often the kids and I stayed with Sonja and their kids while Don went with Herb to his 
second service. And then the house sold! It was “go” again ... this time to Saskatoon 
where Don enrolled in the Seminary. 
 

By this time we had 5 kids! But trusting in the goodness of God and his promise to 
provide we didn’t think twice about this move. Don’s twin brother, Ronald, helped us 
move in the grain truck. I was a canner in those days and Ronald thought that my jars 
should go to the dump along with Don’s books. However, the jars and books were saved 
and found their way to Saskatoon. They were put to good use preserving the bounty 
from the earth that was shared with the seminary students by the faith community there. 
 

The first year was not a good year for me health wise. I had had surgery in April and 
June before leaving Two Hills and needed surgery again in November in Saskatoon. 
Don was told that I had a 30% chance of coming through this last one – but no one 
shared this with me. Maybe that was a good thing. I came through with flying colours ... 
maybe not high flying but flying indeed. Again the people of God surrounded us with love 
and support. One of the professor’s wives became my private nurse as I began the 
recovery process in intensive care. The “Sem” wives helped with childcare and meals for 
the family, as did the Saskatoon church community. That summer Don was asked to 
work as caretaker at Mulhurst Camp so we packed up what we needed for the summer 
and headed west; Don, myself, our 5 kids and an extra. Kevin, our oldest, had a buddy 
along for company. That little house on the farm was filled with love and laughter. The 
kids hunted frogs, played in the great outdoors and I healed. 
 

Then it was back to Saskatoon for the second year. Somehow the money ran out before 
the learning was done. One night when we put the kids to bed there was only enough 
cereal, milk and bread for the morning. What were we going to do? Pack up and leave? 
Don find another job? He was already working as well as studying. Questions, questions 
and seemingly no answers. We went to bed and prayed for God’s guidance. The next 
morning, my friend came over. Her 
husband was a year ahead of Don at the 
Seminary. Her mother had died and she 
had received a little money from the 
estate. “Here is $500.00,” she said. “I 
know that about this time we struggled to 
make ends meet so I want you to have 
this. Pay me back when you can.” 
 

God was at work in our lives. We had 
learned to trust in his word – but during 
times we were struggling, it was hard to 
do. When Don was in his 3rd year he went 
into Dr. Hordern’s office to withdraw from 
his studies so he could find a full time job. 
Dr. Hordern had received some dollars 
that very morning to help a student in 
need and was going to call Don. “I can’t 
think of anyone more deserving than you 
and your family,” he said. Again God’s 
hand was at work. Another lesson in 
trusting that God is faithful and if we are 

 Mulhurst Camp  
 Christmas Gala 
 Fu  

ndraiser 
 

 November 22 
 
 Silent Auction & Mocktails 5:00 pm 
 Banquet 6:00 pm  
 
 

 Tickets $75.00 
 

 Trinity Lutheran Church 
 10014 – 81 Ave,  Edmonton, AB 
 
 

 Come learn about, support and 
 celebrate the camp! 
 

 Contact: Lorraine Kalis 780 490-0882 
 or Darlene Schindel 780 963-1970 
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faithful in a little he is faithful in much. By this time our family had increased by two. We 
had adopted a couple of girls and were now a family of 7 kids and 2 adults. 
 

Soon it was time to leave Saskatoon. There were those who said, “You’ll never get a call 
with all those kids. No one will want you in a parsonage.” (Pastors did not own their own 
homes in those days.) Don Sjoberg was the bishop/president of the Synod of Alberta 
now and he told us to come out to Thorsby and take a look. We got there and both Dons 
shoveled the sidewalk so we could get into the house. A few weeks later we moved and 
settled in. What a great place to be a beginning pastor. That spring Don was ordained by 
Don Sjoberg who had been an important part of our family and its faith journey.  
 

Four years later, and 1 kid more, we received and accepted the call to Whitehorse where 
we stayed for 10 years. Then we went to Terrace BC. By this time our family had 
increased, as 3 Yukon children joined us. When we left Terrace we had one child more. 
Other moves found us in Fort McMurray and then Grande Prairie. Whither thou goest. 
 

In all things God has been faithful. There have been good times and there have been 
sad times. We have buried 4 children. After Terry died, I remember driving down a street 
in Terrace and Joey, about 7 or 8 years old, noticed the numbers on the houses. He 
asked what they were for and I told him they were to help us find the house we were 
looking for. That morning at the worship service one of the lessons had been from John 
14 verse 3. “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.” And Joe said, “I 
hope I can have the place next to Terry”. The faith of a little child. We’ve had a house 
fire, illness, the trying teenage years to work through, but in all God has been there and 
so has the community of “the church” … God’s people that impact us on our journey 
through life. No matter what befalls us in this lifetime if we are open to God’s teachings 
we will see that in all things there is good. This does not mean there will only be roses 
with no thorns but we will see past the thorns and see the rose for its beauty. 
 

There have been many of God’s people who have influenced my life and guided me in 
my faith. If you look back 
over your lives, I am sure 
you will pick out some of 
the people who have 
been a great influence on 
your faith journey as well. 
Cherish them. They have 
been in your path for a 
reason.  
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By Inez Bolstad, Grace 
Lutheran, Wetaskiwin 
 
Augustana, Edmonton 
 

Right: Bishops Don Sjoberg, 
and Larry Kochendorfer, with 
Rev. Kathie Schmitke, 
interim pastor of Augustana, 
on the day of the church’s 
85th anniversary. 
 

Their final worship service 
will take place at the end of 
December, 2014. 
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Photos from the 2014 ABT Conference Conventions …  

 

Northern Conference Convention
at Lakeland Lutheran, Cold Lake

East and West conferences met jointly at Bethel, Camrose in October. Shown is the installation of 
conference council members and new Dean of the West Central Conference Rev. Kathy Calkins.

 
 

 
 
By Rev. Richard Reimer 
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South and Southwest Conferences 
met at Good Shepherd, Lethbridge
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All Saints Sunday, 2014 at Good Shepherd, Red Deer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Annual All Synod Program Committee Meeting  

 
On September 13th, the first annual 
Synod Program Committee 
Gathering was held at Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Red Deer. A number of people from 
the various Synod Committees met 
for a broader look at our ministries.  
 
 

An emphasis was placed on 
individual committees considering 
their role in the 2014-2016 Mission 
Priorities of our Synod: Spirit-led 
leadership, Hope-filled discipleship, 
Innovative tradition and 
Collaborative partnerships. 
 
Pastor Lee Woolery, Lutheran Church of 
Our Saviour, Calgary
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Canadian Lutheran World Relief: Evening of Hope Celebration 
 
Augusta Victoria Hospital (AVH) is a program of 
the Lutheran World Federation that was 
established to care for Palestinian refugees after 
the 1948 war. Today it is moving toward becoming 
a specialized centre of medical excellence. With 
170 beds, AVH is the second-largest hospital in 
East Jerusalem and is focusing much of its 
strategic effort on palliative and geriatric care. This 
is where Canadian Lutheran Relief comes in. As 
one of their partners in 2009, CLWR was able to 
help refurbish the third floor long-term care ward 
and expand it from thirteen beds to twenty-two.  
 
Now there’s a new goal. Given an aging 
population with a high prevalence of chronic 
illness, coupled with a lack of home-based health 
care, there is an urgent need for complex geriatric 
care services and residential care facilities. AVH is 
requesting support to establish the first elder care 
and palliative medicine facility to serve 
Palestinians in East Jerusalem, Gaza and the 
West Bank. CLWR stepped up to help again. 
 

 

Bishop Don Sjoberg in conversation during the 
Edmonton Evening of Hope Celebration.   

 
 

Tom Brook of CLWR addresses the 
gathering in Edmonton October 7. 

That’s why a series of awareness events 
took place in the western provinces this 
fall. Director of community relations, 
Tom Brook said in Edmonton October 7 
and Calgary October 8 that CLWR is 
looking at raising $2,000,000 over the 
next 2 – 3 years in Canada. It’s off to a 
good start since in the six months prior 
to these events, $600,000 was raised. 
All funds donated to this campaign will 
be put toward the construction of the 
Elder Care Pavilion with a total project 
cost of around $36,000,000.  
 
Should you wish to contribute, you can 
donate online at www.clwr.org or mail a 
cheque to CLWR, 600-177 Lombard 
Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 0W5. 
Please indicate it is for the AVH Elder 
Care Pavilion. 
 
“We are thankful in the Lords name for 
all that you do,” said Brook. 
 
By Colleen McGinnis, Editor 
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Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols for Advent and Christmas 

at the Winspear Centre for Music on Monday, December 1 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Featuring the University of Alberta Mixed Chorus and Handbell Ringers, with Robert de 
Frece, Director; and Marnie Giesbrecht and Joachim Segger, Organists. 
All seats are $15 (plus service charge). Call the Winspear Box Office at  (780) 428-1414. 
Sponsors:  U of A Interfaith Chaplains, Mixed Chorus & Department of Music 
A Benefit for Student Mental Health 
 
  

Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod.
 

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places 
  and mission of the congregations in our synod. 
 

...to help us learn from each other and encourage each 
  other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and 
mission of the congregations of our synod to the
Celebrations editor, Colleen McGinnis at: 

mail@caelinartworks.com 
4728 – 50 Avenue 
Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 0R7 
780-352-3519 

 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will also 
be considered for the ABT Synod section in Canada 
Lutheran.  
 
Celebrations IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta 
and    the    Territories.    However,    photocopies    of  

 

Celebrations are encouraged for use in the 
congregations of our synod. 
 

Celebrations may not be republished in print or 
posted to a website outside of the congregations of our 
synod, either in whole or in part, without the express 
permission of the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  

The Growing Light of CLWR! 
 

On the eve of Advent, a time of waiting 
and watching, we remember God comes 
to us in new and surprising ways, 
making the impossible possible and 
spreading the light of Christ in the world.
 

Join us at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 
(11223 51 Ave NW) on Sat. Nov. 29 - 
3:00-5:00 p.m. to celebrate how our 
church’s work through CLWR is a part of 
this growing light. All are welcome! 
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