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“Axios” - Worthy 
  
Recently, I have been re-reading Eugene Peterson’s Practice 
Resurrection: a conversation on growing up in Christ focusing on the 
Apostle Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus. It is a fascinating 
read! 
 
While other letters written by Paul addressed specific issues or 
concerns in a local congregational setting the letter to the Ephesians 
is unique in that it is the only one that is not provoked by some 

problem, whether of behaviour or belief. 

 

 
At the centre of the letter Paul writes: “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beg you to 
lead a life [or walk] worthy of the calling to which you have been called” (4:1). Central to 
the letter a single Greek word, axios, on which the entire letter pivots. Translated as 
“worthy,” axios is a word with a picture in it – it functions as a metaphor. An axios is a set 
of balanced scales, the kind of scales formed by a crossbeam balanced on a post, with 
pans suspended from each end of the beam. You place a lead weight of, say, .5 
kilograms in one pan, and then measure out flour into the other pan until the two pans 
are in balance. When the flour in one pan balances the .5 kilogram lead weight in the 
other, you know you have .5 kilogram of flour. The unknown weight of what is being 
measured in one pan is equivalent to the known weight in the other. The two items – 
lead and flour, are axios – worthy. They have the same value, or, in this case, weight.   
 
The items balanced in the Ephesians scales are God’s calling and our human living: “I 
beg you,” writes Paul, “to walk worthy of the calling to which you have been called.” 
When our walking and God’s calling are in balance, we are whole: we are living 
maturely, living responsively to God’s calling, living congruent with the way God calls us 
into being. Axios worthy – mature, healthy, robust. 
 
The balancing scales – the axios, centres the Ephesian letter. Everything in Paul’s letter 
is designed to keep God’s calling (chapters 1-3) and our walking (chapters 4-6) in 
equilibrium.  
 
God calls, we walk. Calling. God calls us. God doesn’t hand out information to us. God 
doesn’t explain. God calls. The response to calling is walking. Walk is what we do. We 
follow God’s call. We respond with our lives. We hear and respond. 
 
God calls, we walk. When the calling and walking are in equilibrium, we are worthy.  
 
So, I have a challenge for you. Read through Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus – 
consider God’s calling to you (individually and as a faith community) – and ponder your 
walking – your response to God’s call. I’m sure that your reading and reflection will be 
meaningful – and perhaps even a “balancing” act.  
  
“I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to [walk] worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.” (Ephesians 4:1-3) 
 
By Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop, Synod of Alberta and the Territories   
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Lay Pastoral Assistant Program: Calgary  

Around the 
Synod 

 

 

 
 

 
Coming Events 

 
The Messiness of Missional Church: Offered by The Rev. 
Lee Woolery October 18 at Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, 
8831 Fairmount Drive SE, Calgary, this program is open to 
everyone. God is at work in the neighbourhoods of our 
communities. We are invited to join in this mission and ministry, 
and will explore what it means to leave the church building and 
be the church God calls us to be. As someone once said, 
“Church is about the sending, not the seating.” 
 

It’s not all neat and tidy, but it’s where God calls us as 
individuals, families and communities of faith. 
 

Register by calling the Synod office: (780) 439-2636, or online at 
http://www.albertasynod.ca/leadership/lay-assistants-program  
 

Wow … the 11th Annual Retreat of our Own in Canmore! 
 
Get ready for another stimulating weekend at St. Michael’s Anglican, September 26-28, 
2014! The keynote speaker will be Rev. Dr. Harry Maier, Professor of New Testament 
and Early Christian Studies at Vancouver School of Theology. His topic will be “Houses 
of Living Stone: Creating Space for Mission & Identity in a Secular Society”. 
 

“A Retreat of Our Own” is for lay people and clergy. Participants meet for worship and 
meals in addition to the lectures. Ample time is provided to explore the beautiful scenery 
and shops of Canmore and to socialize with fellow participants. 
 

For more information, contact Jon Stolee at 780-672-5234 or Rev. Kristian Wold at 
403-282-6033. Register at http://retreatofourown.wordpress.com/ . 
 
2014 Synod Conference Conventions 
Theme: “Fed and Nourished, Filled and Refreshed” (ELW 453) 
 

The Faith, Order and Doctrine Committee of the ELCIC’s National Church Council has 
invited participation by the whole church in a four-part study guide that examines our 
unique Canadian context of Word and Sacrament Ministry, and in particular, how we 
might handle underserved communities. Our conference convention speakers will 
provide an interactive workshop that introduces the study guide and helps us enter into 
the conversation about how Word and Sacrament is administered. 
 

To register or for more information contact: 
 

Northern Conference:  October 3 – 4, Lakeland Lutheran, Cold Lake. 
Registrar:  Marilyn Goebel – goebelmi@telus.net 
 

East Central/West Central Conferences:  October 18, Messiah Lutheran, Camrose 
East Registrar:  Kathy Nelson – klkvill@hotmail.com 
West Registrar:  Carol Bell – mailcarolbell@gmail.com  
 

Southern/Southwestern Conf: October 25 at Church of the Good Shepherd, Lethbridge 
Southern Registrar:  Wendy Kalkan – w_k@mail.org  
Southwestern Registrar: Helga Weisenberger – helgaw@telus.net 
 

To access the study guide, go to: www.elcic.ca/faithorderdoctrine/default.cfm  
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Ecumenical Action: 
 

Anglican Bishop Jane Alexander and ELCIC National Bishop Susan Johnson 
participate in the opening worship of the 15th Biennial Convention of the Synod of Alberta 
and the Territories, June 19 – 21, 2014. Harmony in spirit and in song.  

 

 
 

KAIROS:  Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives unites Canadian 
churches and religious organizations in a faithful ecumenical response 
to the call to “do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God” (Micah 6:8). 
 

Informed by biblical teaching, KAIROS deliberates 
on issues of common concern, striving to be a 
prophetic voice in the public sphere. 

 
Inspired by a vision of God’s compassionate justice, KAIROS 
advocates for social change, amplifying and strengthening 
the public witness of its members. 
 
KAIROS regularly posts "Spirited Reflections" on matters of  
faith, justice and peace. ELCIC Pastor Tim Wray of St. Peters,  
Millet is a recent contributor.  
 
Read his reflection here: 
 
http://www.kairoscanada.org/home-page-feature-2/freedom-and-bondage-by-tim-wray/ 
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After the Flood: a report from Good Shepherd Lutheran, High River 

 
It was on June 20th, 2013, that the worst flood in Canadian history swept through High 
River, AB when the Highwood River spilled over its banks, and poured through the entire 
city of 13,000 souls. Every last corner of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, located on 
the SW corner of town, was filled with dirty water and muddy silt. 

 

Lunch break for the worker-bees 
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More than two weeks passed 
before the congregation was 
able to get back into their 
building to begin the clean-up, 
and on the first “work-bee,” 
more than 45 volunteers from 
High River, Okotoks, and 
Calgary-area churches came 
to help start a rebuilding 
process that would take over 
one-half year to complete. On 

that first day, six large trailers were filled with debris, and over 10,000 lbs. of ruined 
materials taken to the dump. 
 
In addition to this very real “sweat equity,” fellow Lutherans from the Alberta Synod and 
neighbouring provinces generously contributed over $40,000 to help Good Shepherd 
rebuild. Bishop Larry Kochendorfer and Assistant to the Bishop, Julianne Barlow came 
to High River to meet with members and hear their stories of loss, for many members 
were severely impacted by the flood. Thanks be to God, Good Shepherd had insurance 
that covered most of the damage. 
 
During the rebuilding of the church, we worshipped with our sister congregation, Holy  
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Cross Lutheran, in 
Okotoks, until we had our 
first service back at Good 
Shepherd on Christmas 
Eve.  
 
On February 23, we had a 
special “Service of 
Thanksgiving and 
Rededication” where we 
gave thanks for all that had 
been accomplished, 
including the rebuilding of 
our 100-year-old historic 
pipe organ. 
 
On the wider front, 
Canadian Lutheran World 
Relief (CLWR) received 
over $150,000 in special 
donations for Southern 
Alberta Flood Relief, 
including a $25,000 gift 
from the ELCA, our partner 

denomination in the USA. The CLWR money was distributed for the benefit of the wider 
community, with the lion’s share going to Mennonite Disaster Services, and another 
large amount to the High River Counselling Services to help provide for the psycho-
social needs of residents. 
 
Throughout the challenges brought by the flood, our congregation was blessed by the 
support of so many Lutherans from around the country. We were also fortunate to have 
our Council chair, Esther Dyck, together with her husband, Frank, spend hundreds of 
hours dealing with the contractors, insurance company, and the 1001 decisions and 
errands that go with rebuilding a parsonage, sanctuary, fellowship hall, education wing, 
and church offices. We celebrated our 50th anniversary in 2012, and now feel ready to 
serve our Lord and our community for another fifty years! 
 
We give thanks to God for being with us during this “time of trial,” and we give thanks to 
our Synod family for all the support they gave to help us rebuild Good Shepherd, High 
River. May we all continue to be a blessing to our neighbours in need. And may we have 
a summer without weather catastrophes in 2014! 
 
By Pastor Klaus Ohlhoff, Good Shepherd Lutheran, High River 

Travel to El Salvador March 17 – 30, 2015 
with journey facilitator, Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 

 

Experience, Embrace and Engage the contexts and ministries of  
“En Mision con El Salvador – In Mission with El Salvador” 

with Pastor Brian Rude. 
 

Applications must be completed by October 31, 2014. 
Contact the Synod Office info@albertasynod.ca for more information. 
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2014 Alberta Synod Convention – June 19 – 21, 2014 
Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in mine … 

 

Alysse Bowd … 
works with clay at 
synod convention 
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National Bishop Susan Johnson and newly re-elected 
ABT Bishop Larry Kochendorfer. 

Thanks to our intrepid crew of 6 
reporters the entire convention 
was recorded in one form or 
another ... into an IC recorder, 
hasty notes sent via email, 
downloaded photo files accessed 
through a web browser or on a 
flash drive, word documents, 
pages of hand written notes, and 
yes, even with the old fashioned 
spoken word! 
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On the ABT Bishop ...  
The Reverend Dr. Larry 
Kochendorfer was re-elected as 
Bishop of the Synod of Alberta 
and the Territories on the first 
ballot. 
 
On the National Bishop’s report… 
Bishop Susan compared our 
church to nesting dolls--you 
know, the kind that you find in 
Ukraine. We are not a hierarchy, 
we fit in to each other as local, 
national and global church, and 
we need each other to function 
together to meet the needs of the 
world. 
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On symbols brought from the Conferences … 
Deans brought symbols representative of 
their conferences. Pastor John Lentz, Dean 
of the West Central conference brought large 
stones (right) gathered from a ridge about 70 
km SW of Rocky Mountain House, Alberta, 
as reminders of the timelessness of creation. 
Its fossils remind us that we are mortal, and 
should treat creation with respect. 

 

Pastor Brian Rude listens as Gail Berg shares 
her story of the El Salvador journey. 
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On El Salvador ... Stories were shared 
of a trip to El Salvador by Bishop Larry 
and Cathy Kochendorfer, and Gail and 
Phil Berg. Love and hope came through 
clearly in reflections upon this 
remarkable trip. Pastor Brian shared his 
experiences of walking with those who 
are the “outcasts of the outcasts” in El 
Salvador. He works in a land of 
desperate struggles and deep pain but 
is filled with possibility and hope. 

 
On Keynote Speaker Alan Roxburgh ... God is out ahead of us, calling us to places 
we’ve hardly dared to go. The story of Ezekiel and of God, the one who does strange 
things; God who is no longer in the temple, but rather is God of the brook. We have been 
attempting to fix the church, but 
God is out ahead of us beyond 
the church. The days of 
restructuring programs of the 
church in an effort to reclaim 
the church are over. We are the 
inheritors of “Tribal Religious 
Identities”, and pastors are very 
well-trained/equipped at 
maintaining these institutions. 
Discernment involves us 
stopping, and turning aside to 
look at something we may 
never have noticed before. 

Alan Roxburgh 

 
Future leaders, lay and ordained, will be able to introduce people to God and assist 
church members to produce the new body of the church. They will understand in 
imaginative ways the nature of society, its needs, and how that interacts with the Biblical 
story. They will cultivate new growth and help reform people into a society closer to 
God’s vision. How? Incrementally, imaginatively and over time. 
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Finger snapping with Kari Ree 
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On LCBI ... Kari Ree, Recruitment Officer for Lutheran Collegiate Bible Institute gave an 
excellent promotion of LCBI - a boarding high-school in Outlook, SK with very good 
academic success. Over 90% of the grads have gone on to some form of secondary 
education. 
 
On LTS ... Kevin Ogilvie, president of Lutheran Theological Seminary, SK, said the 
seminary is creating new ways to educate our future pastors. Two years of study will be 
done with a combination of on-site and on-line courses. What was formerly a 3rd year 
internship and a 4th year return to course work is becoming a 2-year parish residency 
integrating lived parish experience and further theological reflection and learning. 
 
On ABT Synod Council ... Synod Council deals with protocol and budget as well as 
dreaming dreams and guiding us into fruitful action. The following “Mission Priorities and 
Outcomes” were affirmed: Spirit-led Leadership; Hope-filled Discipleship; Innovative 
Tradition; and Collaborative Partnerships. 
 
On Keynote speaker, Michael 
Harvey ... We were encouraged to 
“Create a Culture of Invitation”. He 
helped us think about the difference 
between “welcoming” and “inviting”. 
The key formula for mission growth 
is “ASK” someone to come. 
Success is one person who ASKs. 
Leave the result to God. “Do not be 
afraid, I am with you,” is repeated 
many times in the bible ... God is 
with us in our inviting. 
 
On the 2014 Convention ... How 
refreshing it is to be at this 
Convention! God is doing a new 
thing around us, in us, through us, 
and even in our midst. It's bursting out – may we see it, embrace it, and celebrate God's 
faithfulness! 
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By “Roving Reverend Reporters” Mike Wellman (photographer), Richard Reimer, Bill Harder, Reg 
Berg, Rod Adamson and Bonnie Arends 
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Yes, it was the ABT convention, but it wasn’t all work …  
 
 

Who isn’t considering 
a tattoo? Seizing on 
the fad, campus 
ministry offered a 
unique opportunity at 
convention with “The 
Rose Campus 
Ministry Tatoo Parlor”.  
 
Delegates were 
teased into a tattoo of 
Luther’s Rose with the 
slogan, “You’re 
Lutheran … Claim It!” 
 
By Rev. Richard Reimer 
 

 

The gentle murmer of conversation; an 
occasional outbreak of laughter – the 
beginning of a new convention day 
dawns in Augustana Chapel.  

Lively worship, bread of life, food for the 
soul; faith community gathering for faith 
life. Fed and watered.   …Rev. Bill Harder 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Top o’ the morning to ye!” 
 

Don’t mess with this guy! 

 

There was even time for a nap … 
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Coffee time… Lutherans are a chatty bunch. Between mouthfuls of cookies 
are a myriad of musings on the morning’s presentations, the sharing of life 

experiences, and the interweaving of Spirit and life.   … Rev. Bill Harder 

 
 

Just as  the Potter's hands shape pottery creations, God is the one who shapes us 
and gives us the strength and gifts to live out our faith in service to others. 

Rev. Marc Jerry 
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Reflections on the Synod Study Conference in Canmore 
 
Dianne Voroney, Spirit of Grace, Brooks:   
 
Feb 10/14: Holden Evening Prayer written by Marty Haugen was held at Shepherd of the 
Valley Lutheran Church. I had never participated in something like this before. What I 
found amazing was how the music and the singing filled the entire sanctuary and 
seemed to draw me in and enfold me. It was meditative and uplifting. 

 
Feb 11/14: Keynote speaker the Rev. Dr. David Lose 
presented the first part of his lecture " Called to Preach 
to Clashing Cultures". I thoroughly enjoyed his 
presentation. It was presented so someone like myself, 
without any seminary background, could easily 
understand the information. His use of power point 
helped to illustrate his idea, as did his use of humour. If 
the questions that were asked during the session, or the 
hum at coffee break and around the lunch table were 
any indication of what the church of 21st century should 
look like, then that conversation has been started.  
 
 

(Photo Left: Rev. Dr. David Lose) 
 

Rev. Susan Horton, Christ the King, Fort McMurray: 
Notes on the David Lose presentation, Wed. Feb. 12th, 2014 

 
Can we dare and risk greatly for the gospel? What if we 
played, experimented, and failed? Can we say, "I don't 
know" or "Let me think about that"? David Lose offered 
many questions Wednesday morning as he examined the 
unintended consequences of the way we have been 
doing church, such as increasing the divide between 
pastor and people, creating experts you consult in trouble 
because they have info you don't know and won't know. 

Rev. Susan Horton 
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Lose suggested we move past biblical literacy to biblical 
imagination, coaching people to see themselves in the 
biblical story so they might see God and learn to 
recognize God in the world. Then Sunday would become 
preparatory rather than climactic, a "coaching session" 
rather than "game day." Then the important question 
would shift from "How good is the pastor?" to "How much 
better are the people? Are they more competent and 
confident in sharing the gospel?"  

 
"There's good news and bad news," Lose said. "The bad news is that there is no play 
book for this way of doing ministry. The good news is that there is no play book. That 
allows us to cultivate a spirit of experimentation, playfulness, and creativity."  
 
Lose encouraged us to live in a culture of blessing rather than a culture of "affirmation 
and accusation." That means we can forget the medals for participation and instead 
bless people to live as what they already are in Christ. For example, when Jesus called 
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us salt and light, he wasn't laying out a program so that we could become salt and light, 
but reminding us of our true identity and helping us to see how salt and light acted in the 
world. So sermons can lead to important questions: Where do we see this passage in 
everyday life? What does this passage look like when it becomes true in us? With such 
questions, we, and the people we serve, become more competent and more confident in 
seeing and sharing the connections between the Bible story and our story. 
 
Pastor Reg Berg - Bethany, Tilley and Faith, Rolling Hills: 
Thoughts on the Thursday Morning Speaker – Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow 

 
Rev. Julianne Barlow – the Assistant to the 
Bishop for Mission – was introduced as 
someone who is full of “enthusiasm and 
energy”. Truer words could not be spoken! 
Too often, these qualities are shared in an 
almost-overwhelming manner – one that can 
quickly turn off those around them. In the 
case of Pr. Julianne, it is of an infectious 
quality, which appears to grow out of her 
deep passion and heart for the Missio Dei – 
God's own mission – into which the Church 
is invited as partners. 

Rev. Julianne Barlow 

P
ho

to
 b

y 
R

ev
. M

ik
e 

W
el

lm
an

 

When I say “the Church”, I'm not speaking of 
the Institution, but rather of the individual 
people who are called into a community in 
Christ. 

 
Out of all that was shared Thursday morning, there was a phrase, which may be hard for 
many to hear, and yet is essential to grasp: It's the journey – not the destination. Pr. 
Julianne rightly identified that many pastors and congregational members are looking for 
the “How To”, step-by-step instructions – the Program that can be introduced and 
applied, with the expectation of reaching a clearly identified objective. 
 
There is no such thing. 
 
In case you missed that, let me clarify it: There is no such thing! 
 
We often want a clear checklist, with benchmarks against which we can measure our 
progress. We want to know where we're going; we want to know what signs will let us 
know that we've reached the destination. We want cut-&-dried; we want instant, just-add-
water solutions; we want the Google Maps “turn-left-turn-right” step-by-step directions. 
But they don't exist. In fact, I would argue that they can't exist because the way God's 
Mission takes shape is unique within each unique context, community, and among each 
unique collection of people. And so it only makes sense that there can be no one-size-
fits-all solution. 
 
Instead, what we are invited into is Relationship. Relationship, first and foremost, with 
the God who created us in love, who embodies that amazing love in Jesus, and who, in 
love, empowers us with his Holy Spirit, and invites us into Relationship within our 
communities; invites us to then carry that same love in Christ into the world, and to the 
people around us that are also created and loved deeply by God. 
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This is why there is no end (this side of eternity), no destination, but only the Journey. 
The challenge – in which all this can break open – is that this can only come about as 
we learn anew to see where God is at work in our communities and in the lives of those 
among whom we live. As we begin to see what God may be “up to” in the world in which 
we live, and as we get to know God better and better through dwelling in the Word, we 
can begin to explore where and how we can partner with God. As we live more fully 
within the reality of our (baptismal) relationship with God, we can also dare to not only 
explore, but even experiment; not waiting till we have all the answers, but simply 
launching out in love, because of love! 
 
I'll wrap up my thoughts with three brief reminders she gave us: 
 
1. Embrace the Possibilities.  Dare to step out of your 
comfort-zone. The power of the Holy Spirit is active in 
the lives of the Baptized People of God – and because 
of this, Hope is revealed! 
 

2. Expect God to “show up”!  God is at work through 
God's Church! 
 

3. Explore all this with others.  It's through us, as well 
as in-&-amongst us, that the forgiveness and hope we 
have in Jesus are expressed in our broken, hurting 
world. 
 
Don't “go” to church:  BE the Church!   
Blessings as you journey with and in Christ! 
 
 
 
 

 
More Conference Photos:  Above: Bishop Larry 

 
 

Pastor Reg Berg 
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Kochendorfer enjoying a laugh with the assembly. 
 
Right:  Listening intently to Rev. Dr. David Lose of Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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Augustana, Edmonton Celebrates 85th Year October 19 

 
Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church came into being on February 28, 1929 after a 
student pastor, Karl Wrick, came to Edmonton from the Augustana Lutheran Church 
Seminary in Rock Island, Illinois. His mission was to contact people from a Swedish 
Lutheran background in order to establish a church for them. After a month’s survey and 
three worship services held in the YMCA building, a small group of people were willing to 
take the first step in faith to do so. Sixteen people met at the home of Victor and Anna 
Carlson to organize the then called First Swedish Lutheran Church of Edmonton. 
 
For the first two years, worship services were conducted in the Swedish language. Then 
in 1931, alternate services in English began and that attracted a larger number of young 
people. By 1941, English was the dominant language used in the services. The name 
change to Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church was made in that year as well.  
 
After renting worship sites for ten years, including a time at the former Central Lutheran 
Church and occupying a part of the basement area in the old YWCA building on 103rd 
Street directly opposite All Saints Anglican Cathedral, the congregation purchased the 
property located at 9901 – 107 Street where it remains to this day. The purchase price in 
1939 was $3800. A large two-storey house was situated on these two lots; the old house 
and land were in need of revitalization. The congregation put in a considerable amount 
of hard work to meet the need, and following that, the house served as the church until 
the early 1950s when it was demolished following the present structure being built. Much 
volunteer work occurred during the construction of the new church which resulted in the 
then $65,000 valued building being built for approximately $30,000.  
 
Membership numbers have changed over the years. As the 15th anniversary was 
celebrated in 1944 there were approximately two hundred members. In 1955 Sunday 
School enrolment reached one hundred but was declining. Currently the membership is 
less then fourty. 
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From 1963 to 1985 the 
administrative offices of the 
Western Canada Synod of the 
Lutheran Church in America were 
housed in a second floor addition to 
the church. 
 
Much has changed since it all 
began in 1929. From Swedish being 
the only foreign language heard in 
the church, Finnish, Estonian, 
Hispanic and Eritrean 
congregations have worshipped at 
Augustana, the latter congregations 

using the Spanish and Tigrini languages. One 
Swedish tradition that continues to this day, as has 
been the case throughout Augustana’s history, is 
the annual early morning “Julotta” service on 
Christmas Day. Over the years Augustana has 
welcomed seniors groups, Bible study groups and 
other self-help groups to its space. There has, 
indeed, been a vibrant ministry within this 
congregation for eighty-five years! 
 
All are invited to a historical celebratory event to be 
held October 19, 2014 to commemorate 
Augustana’s 85 years. The day begins with a 
worship service at 10:00 am at which Bishop Don 
Sjoberg will preach and Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 
will preside. A catered luncheon (donation toward 
food cost welcomed) will be followed by an 
afternoon program and fellowship. Please inform the 
church office by October 4 if you will attend the 
luncheon, at 780-422-5841 or augustana@telus.net. 
 
By Sonya Myroon, Augustana, Edmonton   

 
          Augustana today. 

 

New this fall at Camp Kuriakos:  SOULspace Retreat for adults 
of both genders. Focussing on mediation and reflection, try out a variety of activities to 
help you find rest and inspiration in Christ. Holy yoga, spiritual direction, and more 
available; there's something for the experienced practitioner and those who've never 
tried something like this before.   
 
Put October 24-26 on your calendar now!  
There's a maximum of 30 spaces in this retreat. 
 
For more information about this and anything Kuriakos, 
visit www.kuriakos.ab.ca or call 403.746.2702 
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Hastings Lake Lutheran Bible Camp Receives Funds 
 
Hastings Lake 
Lutheran Bible Camp is 
proud to announce that 
they have received a 
cheque for $125,000 
from the Alberta 
government to aid in 
the construction of the 
new retreat centre. 
 
The process of 
demolishing the old 
building began in the 
later months of last 
year, which progressed 
to finishing the new 
building just in time for 
the summer camp 
season. 

 
This retreat centre will allow the camp 
to successfully function as a year 
round facility. With several spacious 
rooms where guests can stay, a 
kitchen area where guests can cook 
their own meals, along with being a 
fully heated lodging facility, the new 
building will provide a new and very 
enjoyable experience for both season 
and off-season visitors. 
 

Receiving the cheque!

 

In progress … 
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Many volunteers have graciously shown their support over the last several months by 
offering their time and prayer wherever it was needed. For this, we thank each and every 
one of you for all you’ve done. However, most importantly, we thank God for creating 
this incredible opportunity in our community, and for blessing us with the resources, the 
people, and the ability to take on such a time consuming and difficult task.  
 
Submitted by Cullen Halvorson, Hastings Lake Promotions Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

What's coming to Mulhurst Lutheran Camp in the Fall? 
 
 

Thursday September 18: Pioneer Day. Come out and enjoy the camp for the day 
between 10am and 4pm. We will have coffee, snacks and lunch as well as a 
powerpoint show of the summer so you can see what has being going on! 
 

October 3-5: Youth Retreat. Grades 7-12 aged youth are welcome to attend.  
October 17-19: Confirmation retreat #1: Sign up as a church asap 
October 24-25: Men's retreat: Book the time off, and watch for details 
November 7-9: Confirmation retreat #2: Sign up as a church asap 
 

Inquiries may be sent to office@mulhurstcamp.ca or contact Marg at 780-288-0802 
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Good Shepherd, Lethbridge Lends their Support 
 
On May 3, a “full house” 
gathered for Good 
Shepherd Women’s Spring 
Breakfast. Wally Czech, of 
Lethbridge’s “Housing 
First” shared the 
significant value of stable 
housing and follow up 
support for a homeless 
person. We are able to 
support this program by donating basic start up supplies to the “Just Like Home 
Furniture Bank” for Housing First clients. 

 
 

  Linda Langager and Wally Czech at Women’s Spring Breakfast

 

We are grateful for the generous offering of $1928 that was received for Interfaith Food 
Bank's Community Kitchen and for the additional grant of $500 from FaithLife 
Financial. 
 

Follow up meetings with Wally Czech have been held at City Hall where more specific 
information was gathered on Lethbridge's Housing First program and practical ways 
Good Shepherd can help. 
 
By Linda Langager, Good Shepherd, Lethbridge 
 

Something New and Wonderful at St. Peter’s Millet 
 

May 25 was special for St. Peter’s, Millet. 
They dedicated the completed addition to 
their church after several years of brain-
storming with ideas and wishes in sharing 
circles and conversation with other churches 
that had gone through a similar process.  
 

All they thought they wanted was barrier free 
access to the church for seniors and people 
with disabilities … an elevator. But once the 
process began, it expanded to include 
opening up the narthex so people could feel 
at ease without being crowded together. 
They widened the stairways, built a special 
needs washroom upstairs, enlarged the 
pastor’s office and constructed an overflow 
area that increased the seating from 120 to 
about 190 people. In the basement they 
created a large room for Sunday School that 
can easily be divided into sections, and is 
now a separate entity from the lunch area. 
No more curtains! They built east into the 
parking lot about 60 X 24 feet, and placed 
the front entrance to the church in the new 
addition. It’s working well and the 

 

Back/left are Pastor Tim and Joanne Wray 
and family; Bishop Larry Kochendorfer.  
Front left: congregation member Dayton 
Lindsey; past council chair, Howard 
Melnikel; building chairperson, Max Reilly; 
and Deanna Lindsey. 

 
 

congregation feels happy and blessed. 
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Rev. Daranne Harris Receives Award for Excellence 
 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada’s 
(ELCIC) national publication, Canada Lutheran, 
received six awards at the Canadian Church 
Press (CCP) Convention held May 1-2, 2014 in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba.  
 
Along with Graphic Designer, Catherine Crivici; 
Director of Communications and Stewardship, 
Trina Gallop Blank; and writer Goeff Kirbyson who 
were all recognized for their journalistic 
accomplishments, Alberta’s own Canada 
Lutheran columnist Rev. Daranne Harris won 
second place in the Biblical Interpretation 
category for Facing our Fears, March 2013.  
“A first rate piece and a pleasure to read,” said 
the judge. 
 
Rev. Harris is pastor at Hope Lutheran in Calgary, 
Alberta and writes the column Kindling: A Bible 
Study for Canada Lutheran. 
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Heart of the Drum Workshop 
 

Monday, September 8 
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
3527 Boulton Road NW, Calgary, AB 
 
Bruce Harding is a singer, 
congregational song leader and multi-
instrumentalist who can never get 
enough djembe! Bruce invites people to 
connect to the soul and spirit of 
drumming in worship, and helps 
drummers immediately build skills for 
accompanying the communal voice in 
song.  
 
Djembe drums supplied. No previous 
drumming experience necessary, all 
levels of skill are welcome!  
 
Registration deadline: September 1 
Workshop fee: $25  
 
To register, or for more information 
please contact Pastor Kristian Wold at 
pastor.kristian@hopelutheran.ca or the 
church office (403-282-6033). 

 

Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod.
 

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places 
  and mission of the congregations in our synod. 
 

...to help us learn from each other and encourage each 
  other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and 
mission of the congregations of our synod to the
Celebrations editor, Colleen McGinnis at: 

mail@caelinartworks.com 
4728 – 50 Avenue 
Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 0R7 
780-352-3519 

 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will also 
be considered for the ABT Synod section in Canada 
Lutheran.  
 
Celebrations IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta 
and    the    Territories.    However,    photocopies    of  

 

Celebrations are encouraged for use in the 
congregations of our synod. 
 

Celebrations may not be republished in print or 
posted to a website outside of the congregations of our 
synod, either in whole or in part, without the express 
permission of the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  

mailto:pastor.kristian@hopelutheran.ca

	Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in mine …

