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THIS SEASON

In pageants and carols, the story of the 
Magi and their gifts for baby Jesus is 
often part of Christmas. While Epiphany 
continues the theme of gift giving, 
it is a story that lasts well beyond 
the celebration of that night in the 
stable. In this season, we are invited 
to let Epiphany’s insights renew our 
commitment to justice as we reflect on 
the gifts of “another way,” walking not 
the imperial highway but the sometimes 
rocky paths of right relations, ecological 
integrity, and peace. 

Scholars tell us that Jesus of Epiphany 
could have been as much as two years 
old by the time the Wise Ones found 
him. The Magi present that toddler Jesus 
with gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
The gifts can be seen as symbolic of 
Jesus’ future ministry. Gold symbolizes 
kingship, frankincense used as incense 
in worship symbolizes deity, and myrrh 
used in embalming symbolizes sacrifice 
and death. Some traditions suggest how 
the gifts were used in Jesus’ life: perhaps 
the gold financed his family’s escape to 
Egypt and the myrrh anointed his body 
after crucifixion.

Matthew recounts the story of the visit, 
but does not end it there. Herod had 
sought the Magi’s return to him—with 
news of the rival infant king—but they 
are warned in a dream and defy his 
instructions. Given the choice to align 
with genocidal King Herod or to be 
in solidarity with that young child of 
peace, they choose the child and decide 
to go home another way. Bypassing 
Jerusalem not only saves them from 
collusion with despot Herod, but, 
through a choice of solidarity, opens 

them up to the new possibilities that 
the way of Christ represents. 

It’s a decision to reject the way of 
destruction and death for the way 
of new life, to align with the humble 
over the powerful—a risky choice, 
but one of integrity. As churches 
and people of faith, we have been 
presented with that choice over and 
over again. To align with imperial 
rulers towards the ways of violence, 
of destruction of peoples and the 
planet, or to choose God’s way, the 
accompaniment of the marginalized, 
the path towards peace. Our history 
reveals both times of collusion with 
empire and holy moments when 
we have been faithful to the ways 
of justice. It is not one choice for all 
time, but a daily choice. We make 
it best when we do so together, in 
community, helping each other 
continue to be faithful.

As we keep making that choice, as  
we journey that way, we may 
encounter risk, hardship, and struggle, 
but we also experience gifts: gifts of 
experiences, gifts of companionship, 
gifts of learning and insight, gifts 
of transformation. This season let’s 
renew our commitment to the path  
of solidarity and celebrate all the  
gifts we experience as we follow that 
other way. 

THIS RESOURCE

This resource is based upon a 
collection of eight theological 
reflections—drawn from the breadth 
of our KAIROS community, from many 
different traditions. Here we celebrate 
the gift of ecumenism. The authors 

also represent various identities—
Indigenous, longtime settler, 
newcomer—and a wide variety of 
life experiences. The gift of diversity 
strengthens our community quest  
for justice.

Each of the eight worship occasions 
in this year’s Season of Epiphany—
six Sundays plus Epiphany and the 
Presentation in the Temple—has a 
theological reflection, a children’s 
reflection, a worship component 
and a social justice component. 
These could be used as the basis 
for congregational worship or for 
meeting devotionals, Bible studies, 
personal reflection, or larger 
ecumenical gatherings.

In addition there is an outline for a  
full worship service, using all eight 
of the worship components, your 
choice of theological reflection, 
and suggested hymns. This service 
outline could be used at any point 
in the season with your own church 
or gather your neighbours for a truly 
KAIROS moment—an ecumenical 
worship service.
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ECUMENICAL 
WORSHIP SERVICE
This is a full service outline utilizing 
one component from each worship 
date in the Season of Epiphany. 
Take this opportunity to initiate 
an ecumenical service in your 
neighbourhood. Invite other churches 
to join you for the planning and the 
occasion. Consider inviting Indigenous 
or newcomer communities who 
would be comfortable in a Christian 
worship service. Open your doors to 
your local community by sharing the 
invitation publicly.

You may want to decorate the worship 
space according to the season and 
the theme. The liturgical colours 
for Epiphany are white, green and 
gold. The theme is gifts that help 
us travel or live in another way. We 
have suggested a place to gather the 
symbolic gifts, perhaps a small table 
with a white, green or gold cloth or 
just the cloth as a special spot on the 
altar. The Presentation of Jesus (p. 20) 
has instructions for a simple ritual that 
will require some preparation. Banners 
or other decorations you may have 
that highlight themes of justice and 
peace would also be appropriate.

Sermon 
Choose the Scriptures for the date 

closest to your service date. This will 

guide you to a theological reflection 

and a children’s reflection, which 

can be used as is or for inspiration. 

When choosing a preacher for an 

ecumenical service, consider an 

Indigenous person or newcomer.

Complement your  
worship gathering with  
A Feast of Gifts. 

See kairoscanada.org/community-
feast for more information.

http://www.kairoscanada.org/community-feast
http://www.kairoscanada.org/community-feast
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Acknowledging the Traditional Territory ............................................................................................................................... Epiphany, p. 8

Call to Worship ........................................................................................................................................................................Jesus’ Baptism, p. 11

Hymn 
Suggestions: Spirit of the Living God: BP #400, CP #647, H #349, PH #424, VU #376, WS #144 
Arise Your Light is Come: BP #712, CB #302, EL #314, VU #79 
God of Grace and God of Glory: BP #490, CP #577, H #366, LW #415, VU #686, WS #158

First Scripture Reading(s) ................................................................................................................ Choose according to lectionary Year B

Children’s Reflection ....................................................................................... Choose one of the 8 options, by date or theme preference

Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance.......................................................................... Second Sunday after Epiphany, p. 14

Hymn 
Suggestions: As with Gladness Men of Old: BP #172, CB #343, CP #160, EL #302, H #218, LW #82, VU #81 
Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light: H #203, PH #343, VU #83 
We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding: BP #187, CP #166, VU #104

Prayer of Illumination/Collect .............................................................................................................. Third Sunday after Epiphany, p. 17

Second Scripture Reading(s)

Sermon .............................................................................................................Use one of the 8 reflections for inspiration or as a reading

Hymn 
Suggestions: For the Healing of the Nations: BP #736, CB #503, CP #576, H #367, VU #678 
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service: BP #722, CB #507, CP #585, EL #712, H #369, LW #423, PH #603, WS #132 
Make Me a Channel of Your Peace: BP #740, PH #545, VU #684

Ritual Action ............................................................................................................................................... Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, p. 20

Offering ................................................................................................................................................................Presentation in the Temple, p. 23

Prayers of the People ..................................................................................................................................Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, p. 25

Lord’s Prayer

Hymn 
Suggestions: God Be With You Till We Meet Again: BP #621, EL #536, H #430, PH #316, VU #422, WS #332 
The Trees of the Field (You Shall Go Out with Joy): CP #662, H #427, PH #197, WS #35 
Breathe on Me, Breath of God: BP #389, H #356, LW #488

Benediction ............................................................................................................................................................................ Transfiguration, p. 30

Hymnal Key: The Book of Praise-BP, Catholic Book of Worship III-CB, Common Praise-CP, Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship-EL, Hymnal: A Worship Book-H, Lutheran Book of Worship-LW, Psalter Hymnal-PH, Voices United-VU,  
Worship in Song-WS.
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BECOMING 
DISPLACED  
FOR CHRIST

By Victoria Blanco

The term ‘epiphany’ comes from the 
Greek word έπιφάνεια [epiphainein] 
meaning ‘appearing’, ‘manifestation’ 
or ‘glorious display.’ In the New 
Testament, we find that the term 
appears six times, all having to 
do with Christ’s coming. In part it 
encapsulates the deep longing for an 
encounter with a gracious and life-
giving God, and in part, it embraces 
the invitation for all people to know 
and make known God’s life-giving 
purpose. Yet, how does this invitation 
present itself? 

Matthews’ Gospel is the only one 
of the four Gospels where the Magi 
appear—though the author never 
numbers them, the reader sees three 
gifts: gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
These valuable items were standard 
gifts to honor a king or deity in the 
ancient world: gold as a precious 
metal, frankincense as perfume or 

incense, and myrrh as anointing oil. 
The Book of Isaiah, when describing 
Jerusalem’s glorious restoration, tells 
of nations and kings who will come 
and “bring gold and frankincense and 
shall proclaim the praise of the Lord” 
(Isaiah 60:6).

Though the gifts symbolize Jesus’ 
divinity and royal lineage, the author 
of the Gospel, also highlights the first 
time the reader sees Jesus welcoming 
the stranger, since the Magi were 
Gentiles. Matthew recognizes 
in chapter one’s genealogy that 
Gentiles have long participated 
in God’s purposes—the Gentile 
Abraham, Gentile women (Tamar, 
Rahab, Ruth), and imperializing and 
defeated Babylon (1:11–12). More 
challenging, the Magi come “from 
the East,” a place in the ancient world 
both exotic and feared (the dreaded 
Parthians lived there). And their 
epiphany occurs “on the run” so to 
speak, far from home, as they travel 
to Jerusalem. 

Sometimes epiphanies are dramatic 
like John’s in Revelation 1 or Paul’s  
in 2 Corinthians 12. But that is not 

where Matthew’s emphases lie. 
This passage presents them as 
inconvenient and unconventional, 
dangerous and destabilizing. It is a 
process not a moment, a dawning not 
an instance, a dusty, thirsty, laborious, 
inconvenient, and dangerous 
journey not a hallowed, gratuitous, 
spontaneous nano-second. For 
Matthew, epiphanies occur in unlikely 
places with unlikely people at unlikely 
times by unlikely means. 

It is significant that in this text, Jesus 
has a home, he has a tradition and 
culture, and he is not displaced. Here, 
he is not the one who goes out and 
encounters us, in all of our different 
locations and situations. Instead, we 
come to Him. We make the response, 
all of us, to leave our homes. We 
venture forth and become travelers 
on a journey, we become displaced, 
we accept God’s invitation in order to 
seek Jesus. The epiphany of the Magi 
calls us to reflect more on the ways 
Jesus requires us to leave our homes, 
our places of comfort—and go to 
places that are uncomfortable, and 
where we ourselves are displaced,  
just like the Magi. In those places,  
we shall see Christ. 

JANUARY 6, 2018 
Matthew 2:1-12; Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12

Epiphany 
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This exodus calls for a spirituality of 
accompanying. Accompaniment is 
making oneself available to others. 
It is the sign of sharing one’s life with 
the other. It expresses one’s openness 
to the other, accepting the fact 
that we are persons in one human 
family. True to its etymological roots, 
accompaniment involves ‘breaking 
bread’ with those in need. It means 
becoming a companion and friend 
to the other on a shared journey. 
It involves being attentive to the 
integrated nature of the people  
that one serves including their  
social, physical, and psychological 
needs. It is taking care of their  
needs with humility. 

This is what Kristin E. Heyer terms 
“incarnational solidarity” which 
departs from valuable intellectual and 
institutional dimensions of solidarity 
to immerse ones’ bodies and expend 
precious energy into practices of 
presence and service in the real world. 
Incarnational solidarity demands 
that people leave their comfort and 
struggle with discomfort, language, 
and cultural barriers in order to allow 
cultivating, concrete, habitual ways 
of acknowledging our “we-ness” by 
being with the neighbour, especially 
the needy and suffering neighbour. In 
the book Kinship Across Borders:  
A Christian Ethic of Immigration, Heyer 
expands, incarnational solidarity 
calls one to walk in the shoes of 
others, accompanying them on their 
journey in order to create concrete 
relationships with the marginalized, 
“in ways that better attune us to our 
connections.” 

Victoria Blanco recently graduated from the Catholic 
University of Leuven with a Master’s Degree in 
Theology and Religious Studies.

CHILDREN’S 
REFLECTION

Collect two figures—people figures  
from a story set, small dolls or figurines. 
And wrap or hide them in a green or 
gold (colours of Epiphany) cloth. Set 
them aside.

How many of you have ever had a 
video call with someone, a call where 
you can see the person you are 
talking to—maybe your grandparents 
or cousins who live far away, maybe a 
special friend who has moved away? 

Wait for responses.

It is pretty great isn’t it that you can 
hear their voice and see their face? 
They can even show you something 
they have made like a fancy cupcake 
or a new toy they got. 

What’s even better than a video call?

Wait for responses.

It’s even better when you get to 
visit in person, isn’t it? Then you can 
actually play with a toy or taste a 
cupcake Grandma made. Even better 
than just seeing their face on a screen, 
you can have a high five with a friend 
or a great big hug from Grandpa. 
Calling someone on the phone or 
computer is good when you are apart, 
but actually being together is so 
much better, isn’t it? 

In our Bible story, the Magi—
sometimes called wisemen or kings—
travel a long, long way to visit Jesus. 
They bring gifts you can hold in your 
hand, but an even greater gift was just 
that they came. They were rich and 
powerful people. They could have sent 
someone else to deliver the gifts, but 

they wanted to come in person,  
to experience being right there  
with Jesus.

Lay out the green or gold cloth on the 
floor or your lap. Bring out the two 
figures. Hold one figure in each hand  
at opposite sides of the cloth.

When someone is hurting or having 
a hard time we also want to be right 
there with them. If someone is far 
away, [like the ushers/greeters at the 
back of the church] like these two 
people, they can wave and smile, but 
what if one stumbles and falls? Can 
the other person catch them? Can 
they help them up? 

Mime the actions of falling with one  
of the figurines.

Waving and smiling doesn’t really 
help does it? What else could this 
person do from over here? 

Yes, they could talk to them. Maybe 
call out encouraging words. Would 
that help the person get up?

What would you do to really help this 
person (indicating the first figurine)?

You would go over and help them  
up, wouldn’t you?

Even when the problems are more 
complicated than falling down, it 
usually helps to go close—to actually 
be there with a person or a group 
of people. Whatever the problem is, 
going close in a friendly way makes 
people feel welcomed or appreciated 
or supported—to feel loved. Can you 
do that when you see someone who 
needs some help? Go close and you will 
be able to help them, sometimes just by 
being present. It makes people feel safe 
and important, no matter who they are.



We are going to put these two people 
over here on our table of gifts. We’ll 
put them right next to each other to 
remind us that “presence” or “being 
close” is one of the gifts we can give 
each other. 

Let’s pray:

God, thank you that you came close 
to us as Jesus. Help us to be close to 
others to show our love and to offer 
help when someone needs it. Amen.

ACKNOWLEDGING  
THE TRADITIONAL 
TERRITORY

May righteousness flourish and peace 
abound, until the moon is no more  
(Ps 72:7).

We acknowledge with gratitude the 
gift of this place and the Original 
peoples. We gather on the traditional 
territory of the [insert Indigenous 
group name*] Indigenous Peoples. 
This territory is covered by the 
[insert name of treaty if there is one]. 
Today this land is home to many 
Indigenous people from across 
Turtle Island, including survivors and 
intergenerational family members 

who have been impacted by the 
legacy of the residential school 
system. We honour them too, as we 
stand committed to be partners in 
healing, reconciliation, and justice. 

As the wise ones of old carefully 
observed the heavens before 
immersing themselves in a journey 
across the land, let us examine 
where we are and all who share this 
watershed, that the wisdom of God 
in its rich variety might now be made 
known (Eph 3:10).

*If you do not know whose territory 
you gather on, it is best to ask local 
Indigenous peoples or seek local 
written documents. However, you can 
also start by looking at this interactive 
map: www.native-land.ca.

We look for Another Way 
because “Becoming Displaced for 
Christ” includes being “re-placed” 
in our ecological watersheds. 
We are committed to a vision of 
ecological justice where humanity 
lives within natural limits, in 
relation to all of creation.

We are gifted with Indigenous 
wisdom that helps us to think 
about the next seven generations. 
We have many elders, water 
protectors, knowledge keepers  
and others who we learn from, 

like Dodie Ferguson from the 
Cowessess First Nation.

We can give back by going 
into our own watershed physically, 
intellectually and spiritually. Go out 
and spend time on the land. Find 
the name of your local watershed, 
the Indigenous nations it includes, 
perhaps the Indigenous names  
for places and bodies of water. 
Bring this new knowledge into your 
spiritual life as you pray for all the 
relations—people, animals, plants, 
water, land—in your watershed.

We need to look beneath surface 
water at the soil and ground because 
ultimately it all filters back down to 
those life-blood veins.  
—Dodie Ferguson, Cowessess First 
Nation as shared with her by elders 
in Treaty 4 Territory

8 Gifts for Another Way

www.native-land.ca
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WITNESSES  
AND WATER 

By Deacon Rennie Nahanee

The Biblical event when Jesus was 
baptised by John the Baptist in the 
Jordan River was witnessed by a lot 
of people including God, his Father. 
Someone remembered the event and 
eventually wrote this down on paper 
so that we could read about what had 
taken place between John the Baptist 
and Jesus and ponder the meaning of 
Baptism for Jesus back then and for us 
in our time. 

Witnesses are very important in 
the Indigenous community of the 
Squamish Nation where I am from. 
One example is after a funeral 
luncheon, there is a special ceremony 
by which several people are called 
by their name (usually ancestral, 
but sometimes common name) to 

witness what is going to take place. 
They are given fifty cents, not as a 
payment but more as an assurance 
that what they witnessed, saw and 
heard, will be told accurately and 
truthfully spoken to whoever may ask 
them about who was there, what was 
said or done, and what the date was. 
The reason for asking several people 
to be witnesses is in case someone 
forgot a few details or they may have 
passed away. Very young children do 
not understand a death in the family 
and the significance of that death, the 
loss, the emotional toll on people, and 
they may not even remember over 
time who the person was who died 
in their family. In recent years people 
are choosing younger witnesses. As 
a young person the witness’s mind 
would not be cluttered with adult 
messages, and mannerisms, thus 
freeing them to speak the truth 
honestly and with purpose. It is the 
young witness’s job to be the memory 
for the children who are now older 

and ready to hear about who was the 
family member that died.

Another example of witnessing in the 
case of funerals is where families help 
each other with the expenses related 
to the cost of the funeral service by 
giving money to the bereaved family. 
The givers state to the spokesperson 
what the money is to be used for, such 
as helping to pay for the coffin or the 
headstone. This is then announced 
to all the witnesses and people 
gathered there that this is how the 
money will be spent. There will be 
recorders to write down on paper who 
gave the money, the amount given 
for this person and the way that the 
money will be spent. The reason for 
the written record is so that when a 
sponsor family has a loved one who 
passes away, the recipient family will 
return the amount of money that 
was given to them to the sponsor 
family for whatever way the family 
needs the money. The thread of life 
interwoven over the years with other 

JANUARY 7, 2018 
Mark 1:4-11; Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7

Baptism of Jesus 
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human beings on their faith-filled 
journey began a long time ago with 
our ancestors, does not end here with 
physical death but continues now 
in the care of our Creator, God. We 
are then grateful for the work and 
teachings that Jesus gave to us to help 
prepare us for our heavenly journey.

You may think that Jesus didn’t need 
to be baptised by John the Baptist 
as he had no sin. Other people had 
confessed their sins and then were 
baptized and cleansed of their sins. 
However, by accepting John’s baptism, 
Jesus configures the ministry of 
baptism in motion as the Baptist stated 
that he baptizes with water but Jesus 
will baptize in the name of the Holy 
Spirit. The rite of baptism eventually 
evolved to what it is today as the first 
sacrament in our Christian faith. 

As Christians we are called to witness 
and participate in the Sacrament 
of Baptism and to act on the 
continuation of this sacrament in the 
life of faith. We need to ensure that 
our children grow up in the faith by 
receiving the nurture of the church. 
Baptism is the gift that keeps on 
giving by connecting family relatives 
and community together in our 
Christian faith. This is the beginning 
of a new life, born again in the faith 
community where not only the 
parents and Godparents, but all of 
us are needed to help keep the new 
member of the kingdom of God on 
the right path. 

In the Indigenous community water 
is used in ceremony and rituals. River 
baths are similar to baptisms for 
cleansing of bad things which may 
attach to the individual; much like 
sin attaches itself to us. In the river 

ritual, the person faces upstream 
to receive good things and faces 
downstream to let go of bad things. 
Like the people that John baptized in 
the Jordan River who were cleansed 
of their sins, the Indigenous river 
bath cleanses the bad things away 
by facing downstream and letting go 
of them. The person is then free to 
move on with their life and do good 
things for people they meet. Also like 
the sacraments, there are many rituals 
and spiritual teachings which are 
meant to keep us on the good road, 
known as the red road. All of these 
teachings come from God our Creator 
and are given to all children no matter 
where they come from. Amen.

Deacon Rennie Nahanee is an Elder from the 
Squamish Nation in North Vancouver and is posted to 
St. Paul’s Indian Catholic Church in the community. 

CHILDREN’S 
REFLECTION

Take a piece of paper and a marker and 
write “witness” in large letters that all the 
children will be able to see. Invite someone 
else in the congregation to assist you 
with this reflection and do the actions 
as follows. They should start somewhere 
away from the gathered children.

Do you know what a witness is? Show 
your sign. This sign says witness and 
that is what I want to talk about today. 
Who can tell me what a witness is?

At this point the other person—the 
actor—rushes in, looking for something 
and saying, “I need a piece of paper. 
There’s got to be a piece of paper 
around here somewhere.” The actor 
makes their way over to you—stepping 

over and between children as 
necessary—and interrupts the talking 
to say:

“Ah, great you have a piece of paper. 
Excuse me, I just need to borrow this. 
Yes, this will be perfect.” The actor goes 
off talking to themselves about the 
paper and wondering what the word 
“witness” means. Once the actor has 
gone, turn to the children and ask:

What was that all about? What just 
happened here? What did you see? 
What did you hear?

Ask 2-3 children to tell you what 
happened from the beginning. Hopefully 
they will each have somewhat different 
renditions of the story. Perhaps some will 
say the paper was stolen, others will say 
it was borrowed. Some might describe 
how things looked and others how 
things felt.

Now you are all witnesses. You all 
witnessed—saw and experienced—
the same event. Yet the descriptions 
we heard were not exactly the same. 
Why? Was anyone lying? No. We just 
focus on different aspects of the event 
and have different interpretations 
of what is happening. If you were 
not there, what is the best way to 
understand what happened?

Wait for responses.

Yes, we could use some sort of 
recording device or video camera if 
we knew in advance that the event 
was going to happen. Or we could 
ask a number of different people 
what happened. When we do this 
for something important we call it a 
cloud of witnesses.

Our theme for the next 5 weeks is 
“Gifts for Another Way” and each week 



we are going to put something up on 
this table of gifts to remind us of the 
things that help us to walk the way 
God wants us to go. Today I am going 
to put this camera up here on the table 
of gifts. Using a camera is one way to 
witness something. We take pictures or 
use words to explain when something 
bad has happened—then people can 
learn to do things differently so no 
one is hurting anymore. We can also 
take pictures or use words to witness 
and notice all the good in the world. 
This helps us all to be grateful and 
faithful in our worship. To be a witness 
you need to tell it just as you saw it or 
remember it. Then you will be giving a 
valuable gift to those who didn’t see it 
happen—the gift of truth.

I’ll put the camera up here to remind 
us that being a witness, sharing a 
true version of what happened, is a 
valuable gift to the whole community.

Let’s pray:

God help us to be true witnesses 
to what goes on around us—the 
bad that needs to be straightened 
out and the good that needs to be 
remembered. Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP
It is a gift to live on this land.

All: It is a gift to be nourished by the 
water, soil, plants and animals of 
this watershed.

It is a gift to be people of tradition 
and Spirit.

All: It is a gift to gather from 
many walks of life for this time of 
worship.

God calls us to worship with a voice 
over the waters, a voice over the 
cedars, a voice flashing forth in flames 
of fire.

All: Let us lay our open hands, open 
hearts and open minds before God 
in worship now, prepared to take 
another way

And we join our voices to say

All: Praise be to God: Creator, 
Redeemer, Sustainer.

We look for Another Way 
because Canada, as home to the 
majority of the world’s mining 
companies, has a duty to be a 
leader in corporate accountability 
in the extractive sector. Today 
Canadian mining companies 
operate in over 100 countries 
around the world. Yet when people 
in other countries are harmed by 
Canadian corporate activity, they 
cannot access justice in Canada. 

We are gifted by relationships 
with many local partners around 
the world who experience and 
witness the impacts of Canadian 
mining. In the summer 2017, 
Jose accompanied the KAIROS 
Blanket Exercise Youth Exchange 
in Guatemala. In addition to 
contributing translation,  

companionship, and solidarity, 
he was able to share the story 
of his family. In the fall, some of 
the participants were reunited in 
Toronto when Jose accompanied 
his mother and 11 women from  
a nearby Guatemalan community,  
all plaintiffs in a trial against 
Hudbay Minerals for gang rape and 
forced evictions and murder. 

We can give back back 
by contacting our MPs in 
support of the Open for Justice 
Campaign: www.kairoscanada.
org/open4justice. When we all 
contribute we can help Canada  
to be ‘Open for Justice’.

The loneliness I felt after my father 
died [shot in a peaceful demonstration  
near a mine] has led me to work for 
the good of my community and 

encourage them to seek justice for 
all the damage that has been done 
to them....Colonial history is being 
repeated; only now it is foreign 
companies AND the government of 
Guatemala, using the same tactics 
to take the land from the indigenous 
people. And that’s why I, as a young 
person, unconditionally support my 
people in Guatemala. 
—Jose Ich, Guatemalan activist, 
translator and accompanier
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SPEAKING UP 
AND LISTENING

By Cyrus Gervais

As a young Indigenous male, who 
does not at all look the part, I have 
heard the words, “What good can 
come from there?” many times in 
my life. In our reading from John, 
Nathanael speaks of Nazareth as a 
place from which no good can come, 
a place whose people don’t deserve a 
second look.

When I hear comments like this, 
it typically comes from a place of 
ignorance. Through conversation 
that I have opened up, this ignorance 
stems from not knowing who is 
listening, not knowing the successes 
of a community, or not knowing the 
pitfalls and barriers presented to the 
people of a community. 

For all my life, I have been torn. Torn 
between my proud Anishinaabe roots 
and the fierce settler blood streaming 
through my veins. It is almost as 
though one half of me robbed the 
other then turned it around and 
blamed the victim. To me, I am the 
good that came from there.

Lately, due to the political 
happenstance for our neighbours to 
the south, I have noticed a rise in the 
number of people who are willing to 
openly express their ignorant views. 
And it seems that we keep reliving a 
scenario in which we are required to 
speak up. We are required to open up 
a dialogue of inclusion and tolerance. 
We are required to voice our own 
opinions. Often, these opinions are 
not met with open minds or hearts. 
And this makes us hesitant to share 
and open up conversation with those 
who do not see the world from our 
point of view.

Sometimes, it feels as though we 
are just running in place, towards a 
finish line that we can’t see, but then 
again, isn’t that what faith is all about, 
the belief that there is something 
attainable just beyond our grasp. 
Perhaps, God has just left it to us to 
speak up and say, ‘Here I am Lord. You 
have searched me and you know me. 
Now, just give me an answer!?’ If only 
it were that simple.

Looking inward, aren’t we are all 
quilts, born from the fabrics of our 
ancestors. We are stitched together by 
our gifts. Our callings, our languages, 
our faith, and our relationships with 
one another are the threads that 
enable us to bring warmth to a world 
loved fiercely by all, even those who 
seem to have conflicting views.

‘Speak, and God will listen’ is what our 
reading from Samuel tells us. I think 
if we listen, doors will begin to open. 
Voice your opinions: God is listening. 

JANUARY 14, 2018 
John 1:43-51; 1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

Second Sunday  
after Epiphany
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Others are listening too. By listening 
to one another, we can begin a 
dialogue. Once we are in conversation, 
movement happens. When movement 
happens, change happens.

The next time you hear, ‘What good 
can come from there?’ Answer them 
by saying, ‘a whole world of good can 
come from there.’ Because whether 
ready or willing, they just unwittingly 
opened up a new dialogue with you; 
a person with a voice. 

So, speak up.

Cyrus Gervais is the Director of Youth Ministry at Faith 
Lutheran Church in Winnipeg, MB. He is studying at 
Red River College and the University of Winnipeg and 
plans on becoming an Industrial Arts teacher. Cyrus 
also makes time for paddling and playing rugby.

CHILDREN’S 
REFLECTION
Find a beautiful, woven piece of cloth 
with several different colours showing.

Prepare a paper “loom” and strips for 
weaving, enough for the number of 
children anticipated. For the loom, take 
a piece of coloured paper, fold it in half 
and cut a few slits into it, perpendicular 
to your fold, careful not to cut all the 
way to the edge so the page stays 
intact. Cut only 3 or 4 slits evenly spaced 
across the page for very young children. 
You can do more if your group tends 
to be older. Cut strips of paper from a 
number of colours, the same width as 
the slits you made in the first piece (the 
loom). Have at least 4 or 5 loose strips 
available for each child.

Who do people say you look like? Do you 
think you look like anyone you know? 

Wait for responses.

Are there specific ways that you look 
like someone else? Perhaps you have 
the same eye colour or hair colour as 
they do? Or you have the same shape 
of nose or the same long legs as 
someone else?

Wait for responses and try to use their 
specific examples as you explain the 
next part. 

So you might have the same eyes as 
one person, but hair like someone 
else and legs as long as a third person, 
right? All these different parts make 
up a new person—you!

God made us just this way—with 
some parts that are just like others we 
know and some parts that are totally 
unique to us.

There is a poem in the Bible—a psalm 
(Ps 139: 13-15)—that goes like this:

You [that’s God] created my inmost  
being; 
you knit me together in my  
mother’s womb.

I praise you because I am… 
wonderfully made; 
your works are wonderful, 
I know that full well. My frame was  
not hidden from you [God again] 
when I was made in the secret  
place, 
when I was woven together in the  
depths of the earth.

Can you imagine? Even before 
you were born, God knew all the 
parts that would come together to 
make you. God wove you together 
and every part of you is valid and 
beautiful. 

Today we are going to try some 
weaving. See here I have some 
weaving. (Show the cloth you have 
brought.) Do you see how one colour 
goes this way and this other colour 
goes the other way? (Point out the 
specific colours in the warp and the 
weft—the two directions of the thread.) 
Isn’t it beautiful once it is all put 
together? Here I have a loom for each 
one of you. (Hand out the looms.) Now 
you can choose other strips of colour 
that you like. (Hand out the loose strips.) 
These are like the various parts of you. 
(Demonstrate how you take one strip at 
a time and go under and over the strips 
of the loom to create a weaving.) You 
can finish them when you go back 
to your seats or at home. Now each 
one will be different. They will all be 
beautiful and unique, just like you are 
all unique and beautiful. And each one 
of us is just as valuable as the next. 
We are each unique and we are each 
valuable and loved by God.

Now we will put this cloth on our 
table of gifts to remind us that we are 
each unique, God made us and God 
loves us just the way we are—with all 
of our parts, woven together.

Let’s pray:

God, we know that you formed us. 
Thank you for each child here. And 
thank you for each unique person 
that we meet. Help us to love them 
just as they are, the way you love 
them. Amen. 



PRAYER OF 
CONFESSION 
AND WORDS OF 
ASSURANCE

Holy One, you have searched me  
and known me. 
You are acquainted with all my ways. 
Even before a word is on my tongue,  
Holy One, you know it completely. 
You know exactly what we mean 
when we say together:

We confess our involvement in a  
colonial system  

and grieve the gifts that are lost  
to intergenerational pain.

We confess our apathy and inaction  
in the face of violence  
and grieve the gifts of health  
and wellbeing that are lost.

We confess our ability to ignore  
warfare fuelled by resource  
greed and grieve the gifts of  
cultures and community lost. 

We confess the human-centred  
ways that lead to the devastation  
of our watersheds  
and grieve the gifts of beauty  
and sustenance that are lost,  
sometimes forever.

We confess that we are often the  
beneficiaries of these systems  
of destruction  
and ask forgiveness for our  
complicity.

Silence

Jesus has given us the gift of  
assurance 
The gift of forgiveness is ours to  
receive 
The Spirit has given us the gift of  
guidance 
The gift of a new way is ours to walk

Thanks be to God.

We look for Another Way 
because we understand that in 
situations of conflict and post-
conflict, women are victimized 
many times over, through gender 
inequity, poverty, racism, and 
sexual violence as a strategy of war. 
KAIROS has learned from partners 
in Colombia, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), Israel/
Palestine, the Philippines, and 
South Sudan that women are 
integral to ending gender-based 
violence in militarized conflict and 
to peace-building processes at all 
levels. There is ample evidence 
that peace processes that involve 
women are more sustainable and 
effective, not to mention more 
equitable and just. However, the 
recognition, visibility, and resources 
that women in peace-building 
receive worldwide is negligible.

We are gifted with strong 
women partners like Agnes Wasuk 
Petia,  National Women’s Programme, 
South Sudan Council of Churches; 
Chantal Bilulu, Héritiers de la justice, 
Democratic Republic of Congo; Isabel 
Caicedo Polanco, the Organización 
Femenina Popular (OFP), Colombia; 
Gloria Chicaiza, Acción Ecólogica, 
Ecuador; Nenita Condes, Subanen, 
Philippines and many more. See more 
photos and quotes here: bit.ly/WoC16.

We can give back by reading 
the Feminist International Assistance 
Policy, and the Canadian National 
Action Plan on Women, Peace and 
Security (both documents can 
easily be found by searching their 
titles online), which the Canadian 
government has put in place after 
much lobbying. Pray and hold 
the government to account to 

ensure that it will be implemented 
with robust funding to help our 
partners and grassroots women’s 
organizations around the world end 
gender-based violence and build 
sustainable, equitable, and just 
communities and nations.

When a woman is no longer silent, 
she is no longer alone in her struggle. 
—Chantal Bilulu, Coordinator, 
Héritiers de la justice, Women and 
Children’s Program, Democratic 
Republic of Congo
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http://bit.ly/WoC16
http://international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/policy-politique.aspx?lang=eng
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EMBRACING 
CHANGE 

By Rev. Dr. Nancy Cocks

One of the gifts that the Magi present 
to us, which unfolds in the stories 
of Epiphany, is the willingness to 
embrace change. Their journey to the 
Christ Child explores the significance 
of a mysterious new birth, a change 
sure to upset the order of things. 
When they begin to sense the danger 
percolating in that moment, the Magi 
change their travel plans. All of us 
who travel know that changing plans 
takes effort! On the third Sunday of 
this season, we witness the newest 
followers of Jesus embrace another 
kind of change which redirects 
their whole lives. The fishers leave 
their nets and the family businesses 
to set out on a journey into an 
unpredictable future. Not everyone 
would be so courageous.

My life resonates with the first 
disciples’ willingness to engage 
the unpredictable. Although I had 
shaped my early university career 
to reach Law School, once there, 
ministry presented more engaging 
opportunities to pursue justice with 
compassion. So off to seminary I 
went. My years in ministry have 
led me to serve in many different 
roles in five different provinces 
and in Scotland, too. Embracing 
change at the prompting of the 
Spirit has been a gift I’ve depended 
on whenever God has called me 
to explore new challenges. In 
workplaces of the future, it seems 
most people will face the same 
need to shift positions and transfer 
skills throughout their working lives 
too. We would be as wise as Magi 
to cultivate the ability to embrace 
change with discernment and 
enthusiasm in new generations 
preparing for employment and 
community service.

Still, paired with the disciples’ 
willingness to move into the 
unknown, the story of Jonah reminds 
us that not everyone embraces 
change willingly. Jonah is a parable 
of resistance. In the first part of the 
story, Jonah’s well known adventure 
in the belly of the great fish is 
triggered by his resistance to God’s 
new task for him, the call to preach 
repentance to the city of Nineveh. 
In the section read this Sunday, 
‘post-belly’, I picture Jonah dragging 
his feet as he reluctantly carries out 
this task, crying out without much 
enthusiasm that Nineveh must turn 
from its ways to receive the mercy 
of God. It seems Jonah can’t get his 
head around the possibility God 
would show mercy to Nineveh. Pah! 
How could God forgive the Ninevites, 
those whom Jonah has been raised 
to despise?

The parable of Jonah’s resistance 
provokes us to ask if we ever resist 
God’s new possibilities. Have we 

JANUARY 21, 2018 
Mark 1:14-20; Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Third Sunday  
after Epiphany 
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considered some group so far beyond 
our own interest and concern that 
we could not imagine God showing 
mercy or compassion to them? 
When we work in the complexities 
of justice ministry these days, we 
sometimes confront Jonah’s attitude 
in the hearts of those who resist any 
compassion for those who seem 
like Ninevites to them. Within our 
churches there will be some who, like 
Jonah, cannot fathom that God will 
show mercy to those more readily 
labelled as “enemy” or “other.” For 
them the Magi’s gift of embracing 
change stretches the heart. Such 
change of heart and mind takes 
courage. How do we cultivate that 
gift for embracing change in each 
generation? Perhaps only as we are 
shown mercy are we prepared to 
show mercy. This is something Jesus 
wouldn’t let his followers forget. And 
as Mark’s gospel will show us time 
and again, Jesus didn’t give up on 
those four fishers, even when they 
failed to get his point.

But then, what about Jonah, that 
most irritable and irritating of 
prophets? Jonah’s story ends with 
God arguing the case for Nineveh 
because God’s mind has changed 
toward that city. We never find out if 
Jonah embraces the change to which 
God invites him. Perhaps there is a 
lesson for us here, too. It is so much 
simpler to engage with those who 
share our views and commitments. 
Yet God doesn’t give up on Jonah 
just like God didn’t give up on the 
Ninevites. God expects change, even 
in the face of resistance!

The Spirit Jesus invites us to embrace 
change with discerning and merciful 
hearts. But Jonah reminds us that 

such change engages us not only 
with those who have been written 
off as beyond God’s concern but 
also with those resistant souls who 
are irritable and irritating, too! 
God’s mercy embraces every heart, 
including those we might think don’t 
deserve it. To follow Another’s Way 
is to prepare to embrace change 
because we have been embraced by 
a heart moved by mercy again and 
again. And again.

Rev. Dr. Nancy Cocks is a retired Presbyterian who has 
served as congregational pastor, theological professor 
and ecumenical staff. She is a member of the KAIROS 
Ecological Justice Circle.

CHILDREN’S 
REFLECTION
Find a dragonfly, preferably a 
3-dimensional one such as a hanging 
window ornament or a garden 
ornament. If you cannot find a 
dragonfly ornament, a good photo 
printed off the internet will also work.

Do you know what this is? 

Wait for responses.

Do you know what is special about 
dragonflies? 

Wait for responses.

Have you seen a dragonfly in action? 
Perhaps you have seen them when 
you have been out on a boat. Did 
you notice them hover in one spot 
and then dart away? Not only can 
they stop and fly in one spot—which 
is pretty unusual—they can fly in all 
six different directions! Up, down, 
left, right, forward and BACKWARDS. 
Most flying creatures like birds and 

other insects can’t go backwards but 
a dragonfly can. It can stop so quickly 
and then take off in any direction. 

Today we are talking about 
“Embracing Change” or being willing 
to change. Do you know the story of 
Jonah? It is better known as “Jonah 
and the Whale”—do you know that 
one? Well Jonah had to deal with a 
LOT of change. 

First God says, “Go to Nineveh and 
preach.” Change #1. It seems Jonah 
is scared or just doesn’t want to do 
it—to embrace this change, because 
he turns around and goes in the 
opposite direction. He gets on a 
ship to try and run away from God. 
God sent such a great storm that 
all the sailors were afraid—another 
big change. Jonah knew it was his 
fault and he told them to throw him 
overboard so the seas would calm 
down. They felt bad but in the end 
they did and the seas calmed down. 
God sent a huge fish to swallow Jonah 
and Jonah was in the belly of the fish 
for three days and three nights. Can 
you imagine what it would be like 
to live in the belly of a fish? Do you 
think that was different from his usual 
bed? More change. Now Jonah kind 
of embraces this change—he decides 
to pray and show God how thankful 
he is that God and the big fish saved 
him from drowning. And the fish spits 
him out on dry land. More change. 
God tells Jonah to go to Nineveh and 
tell them they are doing bad things. 
Jonah obeys—he goes. Change. He 
preaches against the Ninevites. Now 
perhaps one of the most surprising 
things about this story is that the 
people of Nineveh—a big city—
change! They listen to Jonah and turn 
away from their bad ways to do good. 



A marvelous change. AND God is 
no longer angry with them and also 
changes. God was going to destroy 
the people of Nineveh, but when they 
start to do good, God decides not to 
destroy them. Even God is changed in 
this story.

Many times in our lives, even many 
times a day we need to make big or 
small changes. We want to try to be 
like a dragonfly—pause for just a 
slight moment and then speed off in a 
new and better direction. This is what 
the people of Nineveh did when 

they heard Jonah’s preaching. Pause 
and speed off in a new and better 
direction. 

I am going to put the dragonfly here 
on our table of gifts to remind us 
about being willing to change.

Let’s pray:

God, thank you for your wonderful 
creature, the dragonfly. When we 
need to change direction, help 
us to be just like the dragonfly or 
the people of Nineveh—willing to 
change. Amen.

PRAYER OF 
ILLUMINATION/
COLLECT

God the giver of all good gifts, who 
sent the Son to guide us on paths of 
righteousness, 

Grant us open minds and open hearts 
that we may truly hear your Word, and 
go forward in a new way, changed by 
your message, through the presence 
of the Spirit. Amen 

We look for Another Way  
because there are so many 
injustices in our world that need  
to be changed—so many 
structures that need to embrace 
change. The Temporary Foreign 
Workers Program is to fill shortages 
in the Canadian labour market—
shortages which in the past 
would have been filled through 
immigration. Now people from 
around the world are encouraged 
to do jobs Canadians don’t want  
to do, their immigration status 
tied to their employers, and are 
confined by programs which leave 
them vulnerable to exploitation 
and abuse.

We are gifted with the trust of 
migrant workers who share their 
stories in the hopes of gaining 

justice for themselves and their 
companions. Stories shared at 
KAIROS migrant justice events 
include global economic injustice 
and ecological disasters that have 
forced migration, unfounded 
arrests, abandonment in a foreign 
country, and general lack of 
support systems and freedoms.

We can give back by calling 
on our government to offer 
permanent resident status to all 
workers upon arrival, allowing 
them to access the same support 
services that other Canadians 
enjoy. Read this article for more 
background and write to or call 
your MP to let them know how 
important it is for migrant workers 
to receive permanent status:  
bit.ly/2z34EUh.

How do we change [the Seasonal 
Agricultural Worker Program]? By “we” 
coming together. All inequalities in 
society can be changed by “we”—united. 
—Gabriel Allahdua, migrant farm 
worker from St. Lucia, volunteer  
with Justicia for Migrant Workers
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KNOWLEDGE  
AND LOVE

By Tim Wood

God does not care what we eat! 
This seems to be Paul’s message to 
the Corinthian church; a shocking 
statement from an ex-Pharisee! Paul 
begins his discussion of the food laws, 
an incredibly sensitive topic at the 
time, by contrasting knowledge and 
love. “Knowledge puffs up, but love 
builds up.” 

With Paul, some believers are sure 
that God does not care what we 
eat. Others, often new believers, are 
struggling, wondering what happens 
to them when they eat food sacrificed 
to an idol. Are they ingesting that god 
into their body? Will that make them 
sick, or worse, kill them? And how 
does this relate to what is going on at 
The Lord’s Supper? 

Still other believers, often with  
Jewish roots, see the topic through 
a more legalistic lens. The Jerusalem 
Council had agreed that Gentile 
believers should, like all other Jewish 
believers, refrain from eating food 
sacrificed to idols. And since that is 
the rule there is no room for debate—
it is simply wrong.

Unfortunately, this struggle to hold 
knowledge and love together and 
maintain unity has not been resolved 
for us today. It is not difficult to see 
how our Christian communities 
are often divided in similar ways. 
Believers regularly see the more 
sensitive topics of our day through 
completely different lenses. So much 
so that the prospects of gathering 
at the table with each other seems 
impossible if not just wrong. The 
easy remedy to this uneasiness is to 
surround ourselves only with people 

who think like us…and this often 
means people who look like us, too.

Paul, however, sees another way. 
Each different type of believer above 
(the one free of the law, the one 
struggling with the law, and the 
legalist) is dealing only in the realm 
of knowledge, but knowledge on its 
own only serves to puff oneself or 
one’s group up. Knowledge without 
love is self-congratulatory and 
divisive: we know what is right and 
we are sure that others are wrong.

Paul sees another way. Like Jesus 
before him, Paul sees people before 
he sees issues. Paul understands 
that where knowledge (even if it 
is correct!) can lead to pride and 
division, love can bring people back 
to the table. Paul sees people and 
understands that different journeys 
and backgrounds cause us to see the 
same topic through different lenses. 

JANUARY 28, 2018 
Mark 1:21-28; Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Fourth Sunday  
after Epiphany
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And because Paul is more concerned 
with unity and encouraging believers 
than he is with correct knowledge, he 
is able to see those who disagree with 
him as siblings and not as threats to 
some righteous order.

I have the privilege of working 
with college students. I often, only 
somewhat jokingly, tell people that 
I love working with this age group 
because in important conversations 
they are not simply trying to justify 
the decisions they have already made 
like the rest of us. They are open to 
new ways of thinking and seeing the 
world. This allows for safe and rich 
conversations. These students are 
not so encamped within their own 
particular set of beliefs that they see 
“the other” who thinks differently 
than them as a threat. These students 
are able to hold knowledge and love 
together and engage in meaningful 
conversations where both parties are 
open to being changed. 

The work for justice always requires 
love if there will be movement within 
our communities. Without love the 
promotion of justice can too easily 
become divisive condemnation of 
people who don’t think like us. This 
is hard work and requires incredible 
amounts of patience. 

God does not care what we eat…
but that does not mean we shouldn’t 
have care as we eat. The food laws are 
no longer interesting to Paul—eat, 
don’t eat, that’s up to you—but caring 
for a vulnerable person in the way we 
engage food is important. Caring for a 
vulnerable person as we seek to love 
whom Jesus loved is important. 

True “knowing” and “love” are both 
incredibly intimate words. To really 
know someone involves love. And 

love, if it is not to be narcissistic, 
always involves appreciating the 
other who is different than us. As we 
seek for the unity that Paul calls us 
to in this text, may we engage with 
one another in a different way—a 
way rarely known to our self-focused 
world—a way filled with humility, 
grace and curiosity. 

Tim Wood is a minister in the Christian Reformed Church 
in North America and the Campus Minister at The King’s 
University in Edmonton, Alberta. He represents the 
CRCNA on the KAIROS Steering Committee.

CHILDREN’S 
REFLECTION
Collect some small—doll house 
sized—benches (4) or chairs (6 or more 
if possible). If you do not have access 
to a doll house or similar toys, simple 
small benches could be created out 
of cardboard. Place the seating back 
to back in a couple of rows where the 
children can easily see them and you 
can easily reach them.

What kind of a room do you think this 
is where the benches (or chairs) are 
lined up like this?

Wait for replies and prompt if necessary.

Yes, some sort of waiting room—a 
doctor’s office or an airport lounge 
perhaps. When you go to a room like 
this do you talk to the other people 
sitting there? Not much, do we? It is 
a place where lots of people might 
sit close together, but really have 
nothing to do with one another.

Some of you go to school or 
preschool. How do you sit when you 
are there with the other children?  
Do you sit in rows? Do you sit  
around tables? 

Draw out answers about different 
arrangements.

Does it feel different when you are 
sitting in rows than when you are 
sitting around tables? Which do you 
like better? Can you work together on 
a project or make a picture together 
when you are sitting in rows? 

Our theme today is about “knowing” 
and “loving”. When a group of people 
sit together in a waiting room, do 
they know each other? No. Do they 
love each other? No. 

What happens if we move these benches 
(or chairs) to face each other, like this? 

Place benches/chairs in a square or 
rectangular formation so the people 
would be facing each other.

Does this remind you of a different 
kind of room? Perhaps your school. 
What about at home or here at church? 
Now it looks like the people could be 
visiting with each other. Or imagine 
a table in the middle. Now the set up 
is like a classroom, a living room, or a 
dining room. Do you think the people 
who might sit in these seats would 
know each other? If they didn’t, they 
would now have the opportunity to 
get to know each other—to face each 
other and talk to one another. 

Can you love someone without 
knowing anything about them? No. 
First you have to know someone and 
then you can love them. Sitting down 
together and sharing food is a great 
way to know people and to show love.

I am going to put these benches (or 
chairs) up here on our table of gifts to 
remind us of the importance of facing 
people—even people we don’t know 
yet—so that we can learn to know 
them and to love them.



Let’s pray:

God there are so many people in our 
world and all of them are different. 
Help us to look at the people around 
us, to talk to them, to get to know 
them and to love them—just as you 
love all of us. Amen.

RITUAL ACTION 
Ask in advance for the hosting 
congregation, one of the Sunday 
schools or another group of people to 
trace their feet on construction paper 
and create enough footprints for each 
person at worship to receive two (ie. 
People may need to make several 
copies, but in the end there will be 
feet of all different sizes and colours 
collected). Hand them out to each 
person as they arrive at the service. 
Make pens available at this point in  
the service.

Our theme for today and for this Season 
is about gifts that help us travel or live in 
another way. It all begins with the story 
of the Magi who bring gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh for the child, 
who is the hope of a people. Then the 
wise ones return home by another road, 
bypassing the imperial order, opening 
up the possibilities of a new story—the 
Jesus story. The imperial order, the 
colonial norm is the super highway that 
stretches out in front of us with nearly 
every choice we need to make. The 
Spirit-led path, a perfect adaptation of 
movement to place and season that 
obeys the natural order, this also lays 
before us—another way we could 
travel. What gifts do we bring to walk 
in another way, the non-imperial way, 
the way of all peoples living together in 
justice and equity? Does anything get 
in the way of the choice you want to 
make? What gift would sustain you this 
week in walking another way?

Take the footprints you were given 

Take the footprints you were given 
when you arrived and describe in a 
few words the gift you can give for 
walking another way—write this on 
one footprint. This first footprint will be 
saved for the offering.

Then describe in a few words the gift 
that would support you in walking 
another way this week. What could 
sustain you? Write this on the other 
footprint. Take the one that describes 
this gift you are looking for, the gift that 
would sustain you and exchange it with 
the footprint of someone sitting close 
to you. Do it silently or exchange a few 
words of explanation if you wish. Pray 
for your neighbour in the coming week, 
so that they will receive the gift they 
need. Put your neighbours’ footprint 
somewhere you will see it each day. 
Read the message; remember all the 
gifts God has given us and that other 
way we have been called to; and pray.

We look for Another Way 
because every community includes 
Indigenous people, newcomers 
to Canada, and long-time settlers; 
yet these groups are often isolated 
from one another. Let us bring love 
and knowledge together and build 
up our communities with bridges 
of friendship between peoples.

We are gifted with 
partnerships in both Indigenous 
and newcomer communities who 
have expressed an interest in 
getting to know one another. A 
recent Indigenous and Newcomer 
Friendship event produced a 
banner with comments in many 

languages offering visions like: 
a world without borders, equal 
treatment and equal opportunity, 
respect for all, and the right to free 
movement. While also making 
specific commitments such as,  
“I will make an effort to connect.”

We can give back by 
planning A Feast of Gifts in our own 
community this winter to build 
friendships across Indigenous, 
newcomer and settler groups and 
adding a message to our ever-
growing online collection of visions 
for a just and inclusive community: 
www.kairoscanada.org/epiphany.

Having a feast together to get to know 
each other and build relations, just 
what we are doing now, is a great 
idea! WE need to break these silos and 
stereotypes, the divide between ‘them’ 
and ‘us’.   —Myrtle Kennedy,  
a Maliseet Indigenous elder/artist,  
St. Mary’s First Nation Cultural 
Centre, Fredericton, NB
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BEARING WITNESS 
TO THE LIGHT 

By Jean-Calvin Kitata

I returned to the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo in the spring of 2013, 
17 years after my arrival in Canada as 
a refugee. The goal of my trip was to 
see my mother, whom I hadn’t seen 
in 21 years. I also wanted to turn a 
gloomy page of my life marked by 
successive deaths in my family during 
my absence. 

Among my most powerful memories, 
there were young evangelical 
Christians who displayed a vibrant 
and effervescent faith that fascinated, 
awed and attracted me. On the other 
hand, something unimaginable 
literally broke my heart. 

My nephew is a doctor who provides 
free healthcare to those alleged to be 
“child witches”1 in a small community 
centre in Kinshasa. He took me to 
visit some of these child-martyrs, 
victims of the so-called “revivalist” 
churches’ crusades against witchcraft. 
There I met a 10-year-old child who 
had been thrown out of his family 
home in the middle of the night 
following allegations by a pseudo-
pastor that God had revealed to him 
that the child was a witch. Before he 
was rescued by community centre 
staff, the child spent almost a year 
experiencing the cruelty of life on 
the street. The story of this child 
continues to haunt me. 

It grieves me deeply that some 
churches bear false witness, distorting 
and denying the light and life of 
Jesus by attacking children in this 

way. I am grateful that my nephew 
was reaching out to these vulnerable 
children and witnessing to the true 
light of Jesus.

The story of the presentation of Jesus 
tells us of the faithful witness of 
Simeon and Anna.

Mary and Joseph presented baby 
Jesus in the Temple of Jerusalem 40 
days after his birth, in accordance 
with the Law of the Lord, consisting 
of three essential elements: the 
consecration of every firstborn male, 
his circumcision on the eighth day as 
a symbol of the Covenant between 
God and Abraham, and the sacrifice of 
a pair of doves or two young pigeons.

The wonderful story of the 
presentation of Jesus tells of a solemn 
moment involving two pious and 
Spirit-filled individuals. These two 

FEBRUARY 2, 2018 
Luke 2:22-40; Malachi 3:1-4; Psalm 84 or Psalm 24:7-10; Hebrews 2:14-18

Presentation in the Temple  
 

1 https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/jan/24/witchcraft-children-congo-drc-poverty
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people represented a contingent 
of Jews who were awaiting the 
consolation of Israel by the coming of 
the royal Messiah who would bring 
justice and peace for all.

The first was Simeon, a righteous man 
moved by the Holy Spirit, who held in 
his arms the child who ended his long 
wait. The second was the prophet 
Anna, a devout woman of prayer who 
relied completely on God. These two 
individuals affirmed Jesus’ identity 
and revealed his mission. Simeon 
saw in Jesus the “salvation that God 
prepared in the sight of all nations” 
and the Light that would make God 
known to the nations of the world. 
Anna lived a life of contemplation 
and worship of the God of Israel. 
When she saw Jesus, she broke forth 
in praise and told everyone that he 
would be the redemption of Israel.

We live in a cruel world that is full of 
uncertainty. Many of the world’s people 
live in a state of extreme vulnerability, 
like the Congolese child. They are 
waiting for liberators “to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom 
for the captives and recovery of sight for 
the blind, and to set the oppressed free.” 

Within this reality, many voices bear false 
witness to the light. They project evil 
onto innocent children as in the Congo 
or onto dark-skinned immigrants as in 
the West, rather than reaching out in 
love and compassion and welcome.

Jesus is the light for revelation to all 
the nations. He is the light that guides 
us through the night (moments of 
uncertainty); prevents us from falling 
or being misled; helps us find the path; 
and dispels our fears, worries, 

anxieties. He is the life that offers 
abundant life, justice and peace for all. 
He is the one who lovingly embraces 
the vulnerable and marginalized.

Like Simeon and Anna, may we be 
faithful witnesses to the true light  
of Jesus.

Jean-Calvin Kitata was a well-known Mennonite 
Brethren pastor, journalist, and broadcaster for the 
Church of Christ in Congo. He came to Canada in 1996 to 
study broadcasting but was unable to return home due to 
a coup d’état and the violence that followed, particularly 
against journalists. Kitata gained refugee status and was 
eventually able to bring his wife and children to Canada. 
Now, as Peace and Justice Coordinator for MCC Québec, 
Kitata assists other newcomers to Canada and spreads 
the message of the gospel of peace. 

CHILDREN’S 
REFLECTION

Bring a flashlight.

Do you ever need to go somewhere 
outside in the dark? I mean when it is 
really dark, away from the lights of the 
city or yard lights on the farm. How 
many of you have been camping and 
had a campfire? What is it like then 
when you leave the fire and need to 
go find your tent or cabin? 

What do you do when it is so dark? 

Wait for responses.

It can be really helpful to have a 
flashlight, right? I brought a flashlight 
here today. A flashlight can help 
guide us to where we need to go. It 
can show us the way. A flashlight can 
be a real gift on a dark night.

People can also guide us. With their 
words and actions, people can be 

like a light that shows us a good way 
to live. Our Bible reading today talks 
about Anna and Simeon. They were 
both very old and very wise when 
they met Jesus. Mary and Joseph 
brought Jesus to the Temple, like 
everyone did with baby boys when 
they were 8 days old. There were 
probably other parents there with 
little baby boys as well. But somehow 
Simeon and Anna recognized Jesus 
and knew that he would save people, 
that he would guide so many people 
to a good path. They themselves 
were lights. They shone on Jesus so 
that everyone could see him and 
recognize who he was.

How do we shine our lights for Jesus? 
The Bible says that Anna prayed 
night and day—all the time—and 
that Simeon was guided by the Spirit. 
Do you know other people—people 
living now who are like a light that 
guides you? Who do you know who 
helps you find a good path or a good 
way to be in the world?

Wait for responses.

Can we be a guiding light for others? 
You don’t need to be old to be wise. 
You too can help lead others to a good 
path just by the way you act. It helps to 
pray and listen for God’s voice—lots.

I am going to put this flashlight on our 
table of gifts to remind us of the gift of 
guidance, a gift we receive from others 
and a gift we also can give.

Let’s pray:

God, thank you for Anna and Simeon. 
Help us to each be a guiding light in 
our own way. Amen.



OFFERING 

Choose a lively song that invites 
dancing, such as “Siyahamba/We are 
Marching in the Light of God” or “And 
Every One ‘Neath Their Vine/Vine and 
Fig Tree”. It is best if it is either purely 
instrumental or with words so simple 
that no books are needed. Explain 
that everyone is invited to come 

forward and place their monetary 
offering and the gift of themselves 
written on a footprint, into the 
baskets or plates placed at the front 
of the church. Invite the congregation 
to stand for these invitational words 
before the music begins.

We as people of faith and conscience 
have been called to walk another 
way—the way of peace, justice and 
right relations with all creation.

This is one opportunity to step into that 

future, bringing your whole self—your 

gifts and your offerings.

Would all who are able, please stand. 

We’ll start with the front rows and have 

you bring your footprint forward to the 

basket of gifts. This is also the time to 

offer a financial gift for the ongoing 

collective work of justice. Today that 

offering will go to KAIROS.

We look for Another Way  
because when only the colonizers 
write the history books racism 
and injustice are perpetuated. We 
know there is another way where 
the cultures and spiritualities and 
worldviews that care for the land—
and have been doing so since time 
immemorial—are remembered  
and continued.

We are gifted with 
partnerships like the Legacy of 
Hope Foundation, which has 
collaborated with us on the 
Education for Reconciliation 
initiative, providing invaluable 
knowledge and experience, and 
like Breaking the Silence and the 
New Hope Foundation & School, 
who join us in working with youth 
to create and advance alternative 
and transformative education—
education for another way.

We can give back by 
recognizing the Indigenous wisdom 
in our midst; by acknowledging the 
traditional territory on which we 
meet; by inviting elders to open  
our gatherings and share their 
wisdom, and by supporting those 
who seek to change our education 
systems through every means 

available to us—petitions, MP  
visits, teachers’ conferences, and 
more. https://www.kairoscanada.
org/windsofchange.

It was shocking for me to read 
the [Canadian] script…There 
was disease, invasion of lands, 
privatization of their culture…  
Much of this part of Canadian 
history is also Guatemalan 
history….it is time that we educate 
our communities because our 
historical memory has been lost. 
What we are seeking right now is to 
promote our culture, to reconstruct 
our history so that everyone may 
know it—so that we may all know 
the real history, and not the history 
that others come to tell us.  
—Lilian Marleny Bolvito Gonzalez, 
graduate of New Hope Community 
Bilingual Institute, Mayan Achi 
from Chuategua Rabinal Baja, 
Verapaz, Guatemala
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THE GIFT OF 
FLEXIBILITY 
AND SOFTNESS 
IN THE FACE OF 
INJUSTICE

By Michiko Bown-Kai

When I think of my experience when 
it comes to generational wisdom, 
I feel slightly at a crossroad. In one 
sense, I can see that I have many 
people in my life who are mentors, 
whose wisdom I am still learning to 
recognize and appreciate. I feel as 
though I still have many relationships 
to build in order to learn from those 
who have struggled for justice 
throughout different eras and 
contexts than I have. However, I am 
also becoming more and more aware 
that I too have a responsibility to 
make connections with those 

younger than me and commit to 
building leadership through care and 
mentorship. This in-between place 
is what I keep in mind as I reflect on 
what gifts can be brought to future 
generations to help them to walk in 
another way—the way of all peoples 
living together in justice and equity. 

I identify as a queer person of 
colour. For some, this act of self-
identification may seem like a pretty 
straight-forward process but it 
wasn’t. To claim this identity took 
years of moving through layers of 
confusion, fear, shame, ignorance, 
and self-doubt. In my more 
vulnerable moments, identities such 
as queer and person of colour were 
like lifeboats to me, people whose 
shared identity provided me a place 
for safety and healing. As crucial as 
these relationships and community 
spaces were for my self-discovery, 
they also isolated me from many 

other kinds of people. I was left 
feeling unbalanced—how was I to 
be in community, especially with the 
many diverse people in the Church, if 
I always sought refuge in my personal 
comfort zone? 

In 1 Corinthians 9:16-23, Paul speaks 
about his approach to sharing the 
Gospel with many different groups of 
people. Rather than insisting that his 
way of living or worldview is the most 
ideal, Paul speaks to the importance of 
flexibility and accommodation when 
being in community with others. It 
is this gift of flexibility and desire to 
be open to the revealing of Christ in 
others that I believe is a profound gift 
the Christian tradition offers. 

From this perspective, we can ask the 
following questions: How can I bring with 
me the lessons I have learned from my 
queer communities about the Gospel in 
order to share these with others? 

FEBRUARY 4, 2018 
Mark 1:29-39; Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23

Fifth Sunday  
after Epiphany
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How can I take the lessons I have 
learned about safety and healing with 
me into the world without judging 
those who have not received the same 
privilege of learning in community? 
How can we remain soft even when 
injustice has hardened our hearts?

At a time when it feels like the world 
becomes increasingly polarized with 
every news headline, I hope what 
we can gift our children is the ability 
to let identity politics empower and 
heal without causing confusion and 
division within our communities and 
churches. It is only in retrospect that 
I realize that healing, finding a sense 
of wholeness, came from being able 
to claim a part of my identity from 
a desire to create connection with 
others and honour who I am rather 
than use it as a means to divide or 
push someone away. 

Michiko Bown-Kai is a candidate for ordained ministry in 
The United Church of Canada. Michiko currently serves as 
chair of Affirm United/s’affirmer ensemble. In their spare 
time, Michiko is a highland dancer. They currently reside 
in Toronto (Dish with One Spoon Covenant) with their 
fiancé, Seaton. 

CHILDREN’S 
REFLECTION
Ask in advance for 4-6 willing and 
flexible youth or adult volunteers and 
do a practice-run. This is a common 
icebreaker exercise called Untying the 
Knot. Have the people stand next to 
each other in a tight circle and each 
person reach across the circle and 
grab hands with 2 other people. Once 
everyone is holding hands they try to 
“untie” the knot without letting go of 
hands (though you must allow hands 
to twist loosely). This will involve people 
going over or under each others’ arms. 

Also bring a few brightly coloured pipe 
cleaners loosely and artfully twisted 
together, perhaps in intertwined circles.

Alternate: If you think you don’t 
have enough time, space or willing 
volunteers for the human knot you 
could twist the pipe cleaners together 
into a jumbled chain—not too tight or 
too confusing, hold one end and ask the 
children to each take a pipe cleaner (i.e. 
untie the pipe cleaner knot)

Today we want to think about some of 
the gifts that help us be a community. 
I have some volunteers here that are 
going to give us a demonstration. 
They are going to get set. Now do 
you see what a knot they are in? 
Sometimes we get into knots when 
we are trying to get along with other 
people.  Now they are going to work 
to untie the knot, without letting 
go of the other people’s hands. Let’s 
watch for a moment.

Continue talking while they are untying. 

What do these people need to be like 
to do this work of untying? Would it 
work if they were very stiff and rigid 
like robots? 

No. You are right. They need to be 
flexible. What if one person said I can 
bend but I only want to bend in this 
one way? Say, only with my arms. I 
don’t want to move my back or my 
feet and legs at all. Would that work?

Wait for responses.

No. They also need to be helpful in 
order to untie the knot. What could it 
mean to be flexible and helpful when 
you are with your friends or family?

Wait for responses. Add suggestions if 
they are having trouble making 

the connections, such as: Perhaps it 
means changing the rules to a game 
so that everyone has a chance to win 
sometimes. Perhaps it means going 
to the store with your parents after 
school even though you would really 
like to just go home and play. 

To live in a community with other 
people—friends and family who 
can love and support us—we 
need the gifts of flexibility and 
accommodation.

I am going to put these pipe cleaners 
up on our table of gifts. They are soft 
and flexible, accommodating many 
shapes and can remind us of our need 
to be flexible too.

Let’s pray:

God, you made our young bodies so 
wonderfully flexible. Help us to keep 
our minds and spirits flexible too so 
that we can live in peace with our 
community. Amen.

PRAYERS  
OF THE PEOPLE

We pray for the ecumenical church  
in Canada and around the world  
as we seek to live in right relations 
with each other and all our 
neighbours. Give us the gifts of 
strength and courage to step forward 
and lead our communities in another 
way—the way of peace and justice.  
In your mercy,  
All: O Holy One, hear our prayers.

We pray for our world, especially 
those suffering from violence in their 
homes, their communities and their 
countries and those suffering 
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the poverty and discrimination  
that results from global inequities.  
We know there is another way 
without war. Give our world the gift  
of peace. In your mercy, 
All: O Holy One, hear our prayers.

We pray for the sick and distressed 
among us. Give them the gift of 

healing and resilience. In your mercy,  
All: O Holy One, hear our prayers.

We pray for those who mourn.  
Give them the gift of serenity.  
In your mercy,  
All: O Holy One, hear our prayers.

Creator God, we wait for you. Renew 
our strength that we might mount up 

with wings like eagles, run and not 
be weary, walk and not faint in the 
pursuit of your way.

[If using the Lord’s Prayer:  
Now we pray together as Jesus  
taught us…] 
All: Amen.

We look for Another Way  
 that is ecumenical and global in 
scope. We find our identity in the 
in-between spaces, the shared 
spaces. Several of our global 
partners are a good example of this 
for us: the South Sudan Council 
of Churches, the World Student 
Christian Federation (WSCF), the 
Fellowship of Christian Councils 
and Churches in the Great Lakes 
and Horn of Africa (FECCLAHA), 
Ecumenical Voice for Peace and 
Human Rights in the Philippines 
(EcuVoice), and Sabeel (an 
ecumenical centre for Palestinian 
Liberation Theology).

We are gifted by our global 
partners. We are so pleased that 
Agnes Wasuk Petia and Awak Deng 
accepted the invitation to headline 
our No Más II tour together. Agnes 

is Catholic and from the Bari 
ethnic group. Awak is Evangelical 
Presbyterian and from the Dinka 
ethnic group. They both work with 
the National Women’s Programme of 
the South Sudan Council of Churches.

We can give back by praying 
for peace and working for an 
end to gender-based violence in 
our own community. March 8 is 
International Women’s Day. Join 
our partners in using it as a day 
to work for the end of violence 
against women, respond to 
their action requests, attend a 
demonstration or create your own 
educational opportunity.

Church women and others are 
committed to contribute to peace in 
South Sudan. Women never initiate 
wars; even those in politics, women 
in most cases are peace makers. But 

in situations of conflict and wars the 
most affected categories are women, 
children and elderly people….peace 
can’t be achieved through gun point, 
but through dialogue we can reach 
the solution. 
— Agnes Wasuk Petia, National 
Women’s Programme, South Sudan 
Council of Churches
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COMING DOWN 
FROM THE 
MOUNTAIN

By Jennifer Henry

Have you ever been to a conference, 
retreat or gathering of like-minded 
souls, and wanted it to go on and on? 
A place where you felt understood, 
where you were with “your people”? 
A moment when you hear a speaker, 
a greater leader, that inspires and 
challenges in a way that all makes 
sense? A time where conversation 
seemed easy, sometimes like you 
were finishing each other’s sentences? 
This kind of feeling can happen 
even among a group of relative 
strangers, who, on the basis of shared 
experience and common values, 
suddenly find themselves friends. 
Peter’s question to Jesus in the gospel 
today comes out of that kind of place: 

“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here: 
let us make three dwellings, one 
for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah” (Mark 9:5). Peter feels close to 
his friends, is inspired by Jesus, Elijah 
and Moses. “It is good” and he just 
wants to stay put, in proximity to the 
insight, vision and possibility offered. 
It’s a magical extraordinary story, but 
the feeling—the moment—can be 
understood by us all. 

We began Epiphany with another 
magical story, that of the Magi who 
choose the other way, the path of 
justice not the imperial highway—
and they do it at risk to themselves, 
but also open to the gifts they will 
find along the way. We are called to 
that other way—the way of justice, 
of solidarity with that baby prince 
of peace and not the tyrannical 
king who decrees genocide. We are 
called to that other way, and it is 
not smooth. It has its literal ups and 

downs. Times where the vision is 
clear, the communities are united, 
and justice is within our grasp. Times 
of wins, good news, clear progress 
towards shared goals of social 
change. And there are other times—
when the path is obscured, we face 
defeat after defeat, when there is 
even conflict between us, and we just 
need to find a way to regroup and 
keep going. Our ups are not where 
we “hang out,” but where we find 
strength and hope to propel us in the 
hard times.

The reality of the “other way” is the 
companionship of those like-minded 
souls, but also the hard work of 
listening, of talking with people who 
don’t agree, of changing hearts and 
minds, and having ours changed in 
return. It is not for us to linger only 
in the restful places where we share 
values and perspectives, but to walk 
a rocky path and talk to whoever we 

FEBRUARY 11, 2018 
Mark 9:2-9; 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Transfiguration  
Sunday 
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meet along the way, even if those 
conversations are hard. 

I had the heart breaking privilege of 
being an ecumenical witness at six of 
the seven national events of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission. And 
for me, packed in an overflow room 
in Ottawa on June 2, 2015, the release 
of the 94 Calls to Action felt like a 
mountain top moment. Grounded 
in the courage of the survivors, the 
Commissioners laid out a road map, 
a path for Canada to travel to renew 
relationships with First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis peoples towards 
reconciliation. To those of us who 
gathered in Ottawa with expectant 
ears, the words were resonant and 
powerful. The insight, vision, and 
possibility were tangible. It was hard 
not to believe that this time it could 
be different, and a commitment to 
right relationship would truly be born.

Today, those words are still 
powerful,—94 Calls to Action to 
renew our country in truth, with 
justice and for reconciliation. But 
2.5 years later, it is hard, when the 
bright lights of the media are not 
so trained on that road map. The 
challenges of ignorance and racism, 
the chasm of inequity, and the 
pain wrought by inter generational 
trauma continue to present almost 
insurmountable obstacles towards 
transformation. Settler communities 
and governments continue to make 
horrible mistakes, and commitment 
wanes. The threat is that we will lose 
our way. For Indigenous communities, 
it isn’t hard to stop believing. Broken 
promises are a Canadian legacy. 

As churches, it is absolutely critical 
that we stay the course of that 
other way—the path towards right 

relation. Our place is on the road 
towards the promise of reconciliation. 
Our integrity is in the walking. Our 
power is in minds changed and 
hearts opened, solidarity given and 
received—gifts of transformation 
found along the way. 

The greatest gift of all is that we are 
never alone on the path when we walk 
the “other way”, the way of truth and 
justice. Christ does not stay on that 
mountain, but comes and dwells in 
hearts broken open for others, walks 
alongside the justice seekers, the 
peacemakers, accompanies the ones 
whose eyes stay trained on the horizon 
of transformation for the good of all. 
And for this we say, Thanks be to God.

Jennifer is the Executive Director of KAIROS and has 
worked for almost 25 years in ecumenical social justice on 
behalf of the churches.
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CHILDREN’S 
REFLECTION

Gather enough friendship bracelets to 
have one for each child and put them 
in a bag so that children can pick one 
out without looking. You could ask the 
youth group to make them by knotting 
embroidery thread; instructions are 
easy to find on the internet. You might 
be able to buy woven ones in a fair 
trade or Latin American store. Or you 
could make some simple bracelets with 
cord and a few beads on them.

Arrange the collection of gifts where 
the children will be able to see them all 
easily; perhaps bringing them to the 
place you sit on a tray.

The idea for distinguishing the path 
from a highway came from Wendell 
Berry—author, environmental activist, 
cultural critic. You may want to look at 
a passage from A Native Hill on paths 
and roads as preparation.

I want us to think about the difference 
between a highway and a path. Who 
can tell me what a highway is like? 

Wait for responses and prompt as 
necessary: Is it where cars go slow or 
fast? Is it narrow or wide? Does it go up 
and down a lot or is it pretty smooth?

Yes, a highway is generally flat and 
smooth and wide—it is a place where 
cars and trucks can go fast.

Now what about a path? Who can tell 
me what a path is like?

Wait for responses and prompt as 
necessary: Is it wide like a highway?  
Is it always flat and straight?

Think of a path in the woods. What 
happens if the path comes right  
up to a big tree or a fallen log?

Wait for responses.

Right, the path goes around a tree 
or over a log. And if there is a hill or a 
valley what happens to the path then?

Wait for responses.

Right, the path goes up or down. It 
follows the land. Do you know what 
they do when they are building a big 
highway and they come to a tree? 
They cut it down. What about if they 
come to a hill? They cut right through 
that too. And if there is a  
little valley they might fill it in so that 
the highway is as flat as possible so 
the vehicles can drive straight and 
fast, without noticing how the land 
was before.

Turn to the collection of gift symbols.

For the past few weeks we have 
been talking about gifts—different 
gifts than you might have gotten for 
Christmas—we have been talking 
about spiritual gifts that can help us 
‘walk another way’. So that “other” way 
is the way Jesus would want us to walk. 
It is the way you are learning about 
in Sunday School every week—a way 
of kindness and sharing and love. We 
can think of this like walking on a path: 
it is slow and gentle and considers 
everything around. If our path comes 
to something or someone who stands 
between us and where we want to go, 
we find a way to go on without hurting 
them, just like when we are walking 
in the woods we go around a tree 
without hurting it.

Sometimes it seems like it would be 
easier to live our lives like we were 

on a highway—just make everyone 
else get out of the way so we can go 
where we want to go, but that isn’t 
the Jesus way. God wants us to learn 
to go about our lives thinking about 
what others need, not just what we 
need and to walk in a gentle way  
with other people and with the earth. 
So back to the gifts. All the things  
we have been talking about are 
things that can help us keep on the 
Jesus path.

Pick up or point to the other symbols as 
you review. 

First we had the gift of truly being 
present with other people. Other 
people help us walk on a good path 
and we help them.

Then the camera is to remind us 
about being a witness and the gift  
of truth.

The woven cloth reminds us of the 
gift that everyone is unique and that 
God loves us just as we are.

The dragonfly has the gift of being 
able to change direction really quickly. 
That is very helpful on a winding path 
and we can do the same.

The benches (or chairs) all facing each 
other remind us of what a gift it is 
to get to know other people around 
us, even if at first we think they are 
very different from us. That is part of 
walking on the Jesus path.

The flashlight reminds us of the gift  
of guidance.

The pipe cleaners are to remind us 
about the gift of being flexible with 
others.

The Bible story today tells us that 
when Jesus and his disciples were 
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walking along the good way, in fact 
when they were up on a mountain, 
Moses and Elijah came to visit them. 
These were special friends to Jesus who 
he didn’t see all the time. Having special 
friends, ones that know how to walk a 
good path, can really help us along the 
way. Today I want to give you a gift to 
remind you about friendship and about 
all of the other gifts we have talked 
about that can help us walk in the way 

Jesus would want us to walk. In here I 
have some friendship bracelets. You can 
each reach in and pull one out. Wear 
these, keep them, and walk a good path. 

Let’s pray: 

God, thank you for the many gifts you 
have given us. May they remind us of 
how you want us to walk in a good 
way with gentleness, sharing and 
love. Amen.

BENEDICTION

May the God who is revealed  
in the mystery of whirlwinds  
and transfigurations 
Be the God who goes with  
you now and always  
As you come down from the 
mountain 
And travel the other way.

We look for Another Way  
because as churches it is critical 
that we right the wrongs that we 
have historically been a part of—
the wrongs of Indian Residential 
Schools that were at the heart 
of a plan for genocide—and 
the wrongs of how we and our 
governments have acted as  
settlers on this land.

We are gifted, amazingly, 
with an ongoing welcome and 
a generosity of spirit among 
Indigenous peoples that want  
to work together. 

We can give back by learning 
about the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission Calls to Action  
(bit.ly/94Calls) and sharing with 
our church community through 
a workshop (kairoscanada.org/
epiphany). Learn what your national 
church is doing about the Calls;  
here is a starting place (bit.ly/Call48) 
for some of our churches. Then 
choose one call and plug into the 
work of making it happen.

We have nothing to fear if we take 
the initiative and make the effort to 
right our relationships, because there 
is goodness in everyone. And there is 
misunderstanding, but that if we are 
afraid then we are allowing that part 
of ourselves to hold us back. We need 
to let go of those fears and move 
forward looking at—how can we live 

in this land together—honouring 
each other and respecting the rights 
of each one.  
—Sr. Priscilla Solomon, Ojibway, Sister 
of St. Joseph, Sault Ste. Marie, ON
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https://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/indigenous-rights/windsofchange-94calls2action
http://bit.ly/94Calls
http://www.kairoscanada.org/epiphany
http://www.kairoscanada.org/epiphany
https://www.kairoscanada.org/joint-media-release-trc48
http://bit.ly/Call48
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KAIROS… 
Canadian churches working  
together for justice and peace 

KAIROS… 
Faithful action for justice  
and peace 

In a time such as ours…

KAIROS unites Canadian churches  
and religious organizations in a faithful 
ecumenical response to the call to  
“do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). 

Informed by biblical teaching,  
KAIROS deliberates on issues  
of common concern, striving to be  
a prophetic voice in the public sphere. 

Inspired by a vision of God’s  
compassionate justice,  
KAIROS advocates for social change,  
amplifying and strengthening the  
public witness of its members. 

Responding to Christ by engaging  
in social transformation,  
KAIROS empowers the people  
of God and is empowered by them  
to live out our faith in action for justice  
and peace, joining with those of goodwill  
in Canada and around the world. 


