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Peace and Freedom  

  
On October 9, 2008, forty-one participants of the RARE (Retired And 
Retired Early) group from Ascension Lutheran, Edmonton and I 
found our seats on the Connelly-McKinley Funeral Home bus and 
journeyed to Mayerthorpe for lunch and the opportunity to visit the 
Mayerthorpe Fallen Four Memorial Park. The Memorial Park honours 
the deaths of four young RCMP Constables tragically killed on March 
3, 2005, and all who have served in police forces across Canada and 
around the world.   

 
In addition to a museum and gift store, an outdoor area features a “living legacy” 
memorial with individual bronze statues of each of the RCMP Constables: Cst. Peter 
Schiemann, Cst. Leo Johnston, Cst. Brock Myrol and Cst. Anthony Gordon. 
 
At the center of the memorial is a tall, slender Obelisk capped with bronze doves flying 
into the sky in peace – and in freedom. 
 
We were all moved by our time at the Memorial Park, and tears flowed easily and freely 
as we gathered for a brief devotion in the midst of the memorial. With Remembrance 
Day approaching, the upcoming (at that time) national election, the death of the four 
Constables and the awareness of those who currently serve in police forces at home 
and around the world I chose to read from Micah 4:1-5 which reads in part: “They shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nations shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more, but they shall all sit 
under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall make them afraid; 
for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.” 
 
Then a poem was read. It had been written by a child from the congregation for 
Remembrance Day in 2006 when she was 10 or 11 years old – a portion of which I 
include here: “What did you see in the middle of battle? Was it scary to see men falling 
around? What did you hear when fighting the enemies? How loud were the bangs of 
guns sounding off? What did you do to make this country free? What did you do?” 
 
A moment of silence followed. 
 
We concluded with three prayers from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (pages 76-77).   
 
A prayer for Peace: Gracious and holy God, lead us from death to life, from falsehood to 
truth. Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. Lead us from hate to love, from 
war to peace. Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe; through Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
 
A prayer for Responsible Citizenship: Lord God, you call your people to honor those in 
authority. Help us elect trustworthy leaders, participate in wise decisions for our common 
life, and serve our neighbors in local communities. Bless the leaders of our land, that we 
may be at peace among ourselves, and a blessing to other nations of the earth; through 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
 
A prayer for those in the Armed Forces: Almighty God, we commend to your gracious 
care and keeping all the men and women of our armed forces [and police services] at 
home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them 
in their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils that surround them; 
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and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
 
Our time together at Mayerthorpe was meaningful and a blessing … one which I will 
remember each November 11. 
 
By Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop, Synod of Alberta and the Territories   
 

Synod of Alberta and the Territories Welcomes New Staff Member  
 

In a service at First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Calgary, Alta., on Saturday, 
September 21, the Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow was installed as Assistant to the 
Bishop for Mission of the Synod of Alberta and the Territories. 

 
Bishop Larry Kochendorfer and Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow
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Two Synod Events for 2014:  

Around the 
Synod 

 

 

 
 

 
Coming Events 

 

Called to Preach to Clashing Cultures:   The Synod Study 
Conference, open to all, will be held in Canmore at the Radisson 
Hotel and Conference Centre Feb. 10 – 13, 2014. Tuesday and 
Wednesday, the keynote speaker is Rev. Dr. David J. Lose, 
author and director of the Center for Biblical Preaching at Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul, MN. He says, “Amid the swirl of clashing 
cultures and changing mediums, we are still called to preach the 
gospel.” Find out what he sees, and how we can proclaim the 
Word with integrity at this time. 
 
On Thursday morning, listen to Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow, 
Assistant for Mission for the Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
will speak on how sharing faith stories can express God’s 
redemptive work. 
 

Won’t You Be My Neighbour? The Church Council Workshop will be held Saturday, 
March 22 at Grace Lutheran Church, Wetaskiwin, Alta. Guest speaker, Karen Wilk, is a 
national team member for Forge Canada as well as a missional leader developer for the 
Christian Reformed Church in North America. She lives in Edmonton, Alta.  
 
Afternoon workshop sessions are: Truth and Reconciliation; Mission in the 
Neighbourhood; Planned Giving; Help for Treasurers; and Media Resources for Ministry. 
 
For details on both of these events, contact the Synod of Alberta and the Territories at 
780-439-2636 or email at info@albertasynod.ca. 
 
Nominate: 2014 Companion of the Worship Arts 
 

Someone out there is making a significant contribution to ELCIC worship, spirituality and 
the arts at a local, synodical, and national level! Do you know who?  
 
Make your nomination by Feb. 15, 2014 for the honour to be conferred at the 
ELCIC/ACC National Worship Conference in Edmonton, July 20 - 23, 2014. Current 
members of the Program Committee for Worship are not eligible. 
 

Please include these supporting materials with your nomination: 
 

1. Reasons for the nomination; i.e., biographical material with a listing of the person’s 
specific contributions to the worship life of the ELCIC (examples should include national, 
synodical, and local involvements). 
 

2. An indication, with examples, of the ways the person continues to inspire and 
encourage others in the worship life of the church. 
 

3. A minimum of three letters of support for the nomination from others familiar with the 
individual’s contributions. 
 

SYNOD OFFICE HOURS:   
 

Synod office will be closed for 

Christmas break 

From Tuesday, December 24 

to Thursday, January 2. 

Send nomination materials to:    
 

Michele Barr, Minister of Worship and Music 
Faith Lutheran Church, 1311 Dakota Street 
Winnipeg, MB      R2N 1V8 
 

Email:   mbarr41@shaw.ca    
Phone:  204-453-5016
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Ecumenical Action: 
 

2014 National Worship Conference Weaves a Tapestry 
 
Preparing for this summer’s National Worship Conference (NWC) has been the joint 
effort of members of local Lutheran and Anglican parishes. The conference theme, 
“Weaving Strands: Liturgy for Living” illustrates the cooperative nature of the conference, 
which promises to weave together Anglican with Lutheran, liturgy with music, and 
worship with everyday life.  
 

The biennial conference, which began as an Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
initiative, has welcomed increasing involvement and support from full-communion 
partners in the Anglican Church of Canada. 
 

Involving both churches in the planning process has resulted in a more varied and richer 
experience for conference participants, says Lutheran co-chair Dr. Joy Berg. 
 

The 2014 conference, to be held July 20-23 at Providence Renewal Centre in 
Edmonton, will bring together workshop leaders from different faith backgrounds with 
diverse perspectives, says the Ven. Dr. Chris Pappas, Anglican co-chair.  
 

In particular, he points to Lutheran pastor James Hendricksen who will highlight uses for 
modern technology in worship and Bernadette Gasslein, an author well known in Roman 
Catholic circles, who will address the topic of secularism and its challenge to faith. 
Priest/pastor Ann Salmon who serves a joint Anglican-Lutheran congregation in Edson 
will share why a common liturgy is central to sharing a common ministry, and Linnea 
Good, a singer/songwriter who has a popular following in the United Church will speak 
on intergenerational music and worship. Dr. David Cherwien, an internationally 
acclaimed organist, conductor and composer, is one of the keynote speakers, as is the 
Rev. Dr. Ruth Meyers, a world-renowned scholar on liturgy, especially baptismal liturgy 
 

“We’re presenting some of the 
best, most exciting work 
happening in our church,” says 
Pappas. “The strand that’s 
weaving us together is a passion 
for Christ.” 
 

Designed to blend academic 
insight and practical application 
with worship, the conference will 
provide people in ministry with 
greater access to the creative 
thinking taking place in the larger 
church. Workshops are designed to be very hands-on, accessible not just to clergy and 
worship leaders, but to anyone with an interest in worship and the arts. Participants will 
also have access to some of the top literature, liturgy and vestment resources available.  
 

For more information about the National Worship Conference and to register online, visit: 
www.nationalworshipconference.org  Register before June 15 for the earlybird rate. Also 
available are special rates for students and congregational groups registering multiple 
members at one time. 
 
By Charis St. Pierre, Synod Office, Anglican Diocese of Edmonton 
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Women in Ministry Luncheon at Providence Renewal Centre 
 
The Rev. Danielle James (left) 
was guest speaker at a recent 
“Women in Ministry Luncheon”: 
an ecumenical networking and 
support group for women who 
are actively engaged in ministry 
within their church. The 
luncheon, held October 25 at 
Providence Renewal Centre, 
was attended by women, both 
lay and clergy, from several 
Christian denominations. 
Danielle has led the ministry 
team at First United Church in 
Fort Saskatchewan since 2008. 
Born in Trinidad and Tobago, 
she shared the story of her 
intercultural and ecumenical 
faith background. She says that 
one of the things she finds most 
beautiful and that people yearn 
for is meaningful conversation. 
 

The next Women in Ministry 
gathering will be a wine and 

cheese evening, beginning at 5:30 pm, December 6, at Providence Renewal Centre.  
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For more info, contact Debbie Doornbos: ddoornbos@providencerenewal.ca  
or Sarah Rudd: youth@holyspiritlutheran.ca  
 
By Margaret Marschall, Director of Communication, Anglican Diocese of Edmonton 
 
 

 

Transforming Mission:    We are told that the future of the church 
depends on us becoming missional in focus, but what does that mean?  
 
Transforming Mission – Speaker Series beginning in 2014, brings together five 
of today’s most invigorating, challenging and dynamic authors and speakers who will 
enrich our perspectives on what it means to be church today. 
 
Doug Pagitt (Solomon’s Porch), an internationally recognized authority in emergent 
church, offers his insights on January 24 (7-9 pm) and January 25 (9 am – 3 pm).  

 

Workshop Registration is $140.00 (limited to 325) Saturday lunch included, and will 
be held at St. Albert United Church, 20 Green Grove Drive, St. Albert, Alta. 
 
Lesley Hazelton (Understanding the Muslim World) presents in March of 2014. 
 
Direct your enquiries to:  Paul Nahirney & Associates 
                                            paulnahirney@shaw.ca or by calling 780-414-6494 
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A New Chapter at ELCOC: Welcome Holcks! 
 

 
This past April, Lutheran Church of the Cross (ELCOC) in Calgary began a new era in 
pastoral ministry for our congregation. We were without a pastor for a year and a half. 
Through that time, our call committee worked diligently in search of a new shepherd for 
us. Although we entered the process looking for a single full-time pastor, our call 
committee had the vision to follow the spirit’s leading and consider a 1.5 time clergy 
couple. They felt the spirit leading them and opening their minds to the possibilities. 
Their excitement and the 
energy felt from the 
candidates translated 
into our congregation 
taking a leap of faith as 
we welcomed Rev. Dr. 
Laura Holck and Rev. 
Phil Holck from San 
Antonio, Texas! They 
were looking for a joint 
ministry and a bit of an 
adventure. After meeting 
some friendly 
Canadians, they decided 
to open themselves up 
to a call to Canada. 
 

The Holcks’ first 
weekend with us was an 
amazing time of 
learning, sharing and 
communion together. Three four-hour workshops were offered to members of the 
congregation, allowing people to choose to attend at a time that best fit their personal 
schedule. Childcare was offered at two of the three sessions to accommodate our young 
families. Each followed the same model, but discussions were unique to the people who 
attended each session. The Holcks began by telling us a bit about themselves. Next, 
those in attendance were given an opportunity to mark significant events for our 
congregation on sticky notes and place them on a timeline. Together, we shared our 
history, our story, our family of faith with the Holcks and with each other. The second half 
of our session used “Open Space Technology” as a framework for brainstorming and 
discussion related to ministry and faith study interests of the group. The topics covered 
in the Open Space Technology session were Family Ministry/Support, Promotional 
Engagement, Ministry with the Marginalized, Building the Congregation as Family, 
Worship Possibilities, Social Media, Musical, Grace in Word/Action/Relationships, 
Helping Others, Conduit to God, Music, Relationships, Special Events, Exciting 
Sermons, Support & Breakfast Club-Ministry of Caring. Some of these groups have had 
subsequent meetings to continue their discussions and put their ideas into action. 

Rev. Dr. Laura Holck & Rev. Phil Holck 

P
hoto by Lisa R

ude 

 

Despite the flooding on June 21 and resulting closed roads and businesses in Calgary, 
members of our congregation and a number of clergy from the area joined together on 
Saturday, June 22, to install Pastor Phil and Pastor Laura at Lutheran Church of the 
Cross. We give thanks to Rev. Dennis Aiken who served as the bishop’s representative 
and officiated at the service. As we welcome the Holcks at ELCOC, we also welcome 

  “Celebrations” – Fall  2013 7



them to the Synod of Alberta and the Territories and to Canada. God has given them 
both many gifts and we are thankful that they are willing to share those gifts with us. 
 

A number of our members have commented that our choice in pastors isn’t necessarily 
the easy, status quo choice. Pastor Laura and Pastor Phil will make us think and stretch 
our minds. Not only will they support and encourage us, they may lead us out of our 
comfort zone at times. We believe God has a plan for us and we feel the spirit blowing 
us in new directions. God has joined Pastor Phil, Pastor Laura and the members of 
ELCOC to work together to support one another, to grow in faith and to make a 
difference in our community. We thank God for the exciting opportunities that lay ahead. 
May we continue to have the courage to follow the spirit’s leading, and when needed, 
may God blow a little more creativity and courage into our sails and help us along on the 
journey. 
 
By Lisa Rude, Calgary, AB 
 
A Song for El Salvador 

Life is so beautiful…  
“Our Homeland” 
 
Despite the blows so big of the crisis that I am living,  
I know that I am going to attain the victory sowing peace.  
I am not going to quit the struggle.  
Peace is so beautiful.  
I invite you my brother, take my hand and live in peace.  
 

Cultivate peace and love in our El Salvador,  
let peace be present in our dear homeland.  
 

Mothers who cry because their children do not return,  
Fathers who are tired from searching so long,  
give to the world many smiles  
despite the blows so great.  
Life is so beautiful – like the stars and like my country.  
 
Edwin Amilear Ascensio Rodriguez wrote this song while incarcerated at El Salvador’s 
Santa Anna prison.  
 

Since the creation of our Synod’s new mission, En Misión Con El Salvador: In Mission 
with El Salvador, with Rev. Brian Rude serving as program staff, I have felt the pull, the 
desire, to experience the ministries Brian is involved in. My desire was realized when I 
journeyed to El Salvador July 26-August 1 with my wife, Cathy, and with travel 
companions, Gail (Pastor Brian’s sister) and Phil Berg from Grace Lutheran, Bentley. 
 

At Santa Anna prison, one of those ministries, and one of El Salvador’s nineteen 
prisons, we met with 25-30 men in an education classroom where Edwin played guitar 
and sang the song he composed. When he finished he wrote the words for me on the 
page of a notebook with a borrowed pen, his gnarly fingers moving quickly yet with great 
effort. I wondered if his fingers had been broken, and when, and where. I asked Edwin if 
he would sing it again so that I could imbed the melody in memory and he did so. 
However, each time he sang “peace” and “love” he would stop singing and point to each 
of us. Peace and love…this is what was important. Since the truce between gangs was 
declared more than a year ago, there has not been one fight in that prison. 
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We spoke with many 
people and learned many 
things during our visits to 
churches and prisons. We 
worshiped with Pastor 
Belinda at El Divino 
Redentor in San Miguel 
(Hosanna, Edmonton’s 
partner congregation) and 
then at Good Shepherd 
near the base of a volcano. 
Gifts were exchanged, the 
Eucharist shared, a corn 
harvest festival celebrated 
…and we heard the story 
of the kidnapping and 
murder of Pastor Belinda’s 
father, also a pastor. We 

attended baptisms, were treated to special programs prepared by children and youth 
and traveled to Resurrection Lutheran, the national office of the Lutheran Church … 
where Pastor Brian was arrested some years ago and the “subversive cross” removed. 
At the Sen Suntepeque prison we met women who collected the joys, heartaches and 
sometimes horror of their life stories into a book, which I look forward to reading (and 
weeping through) when I receive a copy.  
 

Even Brian’s home is a mission – open to students studying in El Salvador, to former 
orphans he worked with at Fe Esperanza, and to a man dying from hemophilia (there is 
no room in the overcrowded hospital). Pastor Brian’s mission is one of relationships, 
accompanying, walking with. 
 

Our journey was more than I could have imagined and I learned valuable lessons. A 
father grieving over the death of his wife taught me about grieving among the community 
of faith. A Salvadoran pastor taught me the meaning of being truly thankful for what I 
have. Children and congregations inspired me to laugh and dance despite adversity. 
Prisoners showed me the meaning of hospitality. The Lutheran Church inspired me, 
through scarce reality, to see the real abundance of God. And a group of women 
prisoners demonstrated in words and smiles that with God, all things are possible. 
 
By Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop ABT Synod

 

Rev. Brian Rude at the gate to his home in El Salvador. 

 Daunting Challenges – Wellsprings of Hope
 

A Synod delegation of 12 adults journeyed to 
Colombia, South America and our Synod’s 
Companion Partner, The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Colombia (IELCO) July 9-23, 2013. 
They experienced incredible hospitality, a 
varied culture, beautiful landscapes, amazing 
people and the varied ministries of the 
Lutheran Church …such as a day program 
that teaches mothers life skills and provides a 
safe haven for children. 
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                                      NOISE! 

 

 
“Be still and know that I am God.” 

 

But I can’t, Lord … I’m in Colombia and it’s very noisy here … 
 

Traffic  /  Horns  /  Sirens 
Loud people 

Slamming doors 
Barking dogs 
Loudspeakers 

 

And then there are the cries of the people for: 
 

Justice 
Security 
Peace 

Solidarity 
 

Where are you, God? 
Who will keep the people safe? 

Who will feed the children? 
Who will take care of the elderly? 

 

And my question: How can I find stillness and peace in all of this? 
 

Be still. God is here. 
He is walking among the people … Israel & Jorge & Alejandro 

& Edwin & Zulma & Norbaldo & IELCO & many others who show love and 
care for each other and the people. 

 

Be still and notice the good and beautiful work that is being done here. 
See Jesus alive and well in the hands and feet of the people. 

 

Be still and know that I am God. 
 

Be still and know. 
 

Be still. 
 

Be. 
 
 
 

By Donna Heine, Grace, Hinton … a poem inspired by her experience with the ABT Synod 
delegation to Colombia in July of, 2013, the comparison between the noise in that country 

and the quietness of Hinton and home. 
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The Longest Sermon in Messiah’s History 
 
Messiah Lutheran Church, Camrose, Alta. wins People’s Choice and Judge’s Choice in 
the 1st Annual October Scarecrow festival sponsored by the Camrose City Center and 
the Camrose Booster. 

 
scarecrows, gathering wild plants, corn stalks and berry branches, setting up tables, etc. 
It was great fun to create the straw congregation and pastor preaching the longest 
sermon in Messiah’s history – almost two weeks! It was no wonder the congregation 
began to slide and some heads were seen to be rather wobbly at the end of the Festival.  
Ideas are already being considered for next year.  
 

 
 

It was a project that 
started small and 
gained momentum 
and energy as it went 
along. Monetary 
contributions and 
clothes were donated 
by congregation 
members as well as 
Camrose Recycling 
Depot and the 
Imagine Vintage 
Shop. Thirty-five 
people helped in 
different ways: 
gathering scarecrow 
supplies, building  

 

By Donna Pederson and Ruth Jensen, Messiah, Camrose. 
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How Big is the Table in God’s Reign? 
 
The Healing of the Centurion’s Servant (Matthew 8: 5-13)   “ . . . Truly I tell you, in no 
one in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west and will eat 
with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.”  Matthew 8:10-11 

 
Who are our partners in the kingdom of God? Who are 
our co-workers for justice?  
 

 The story of the healing of the centurion’s servant is a 
story that breaks open our eyes to expand our 
imagination of who just might be a fellow worker in God’s 
kingdom. The centurion would have likely been a pagan, 
someone who was required to follow a foreign religion. 
Yet here he is, sending a messenger on a mission of 
compassion to ask Jesus to help his slave. Jesus 
responds by not only healing the centurion’s slave, he 
also lifts up the great faith of this pagan who is the 
servant of the imperial power. Then Jesus says what 
would have been shocking words … the kingdom of God 
will include those from the East and the West. When 
Jesus spoke these words, it was before Christianity had 
spread and it was hundreds of years before Christianity 

would become a religion of an expansive empire. Could Jesus be speaking of those who 
followed other faiths and yet had discovered the kingdom of God? 

 

 
 

Rev. Ryan Andersen 

 

The other week I encountered something quite remarkable. I was at a conference called 
“The Dawn of Inter-spirituality” it sought to gather people of different religions who have 
gone deeply into the practice and spirituality of their faith. Amongst these people there 
was a deep sense of love. This love was not just for each other, it also extended beyond 
themselves. There was one person who worked with homeless youth and taught them 
centering prayer. There were others that lived in community and ran an organic farm. 
There were some that even worked with the United Nations to bring the best values 
religions shared, such as compassion, into the shaping of our globalizing world. I was 
privileged to sit in a circle with Buddhists, Jews, Sufi’s and those who claimed no 
tradition, but were deeply spiritual. While we sat together we discovered that together we 
shared a deep desire to be sacred activists for our common good. What I felt in my heart 
as we talked sure felt like a taste of the reign of God. What was amazing to see was who 
had been invited to the feast. 
 

I have experienced the same life at other gatherings of people of different faiths, whether 
it has been with the Canadian Interfaith Partnership or locally as people from different 
religions have gathered to be a part of the development of Calgary’s poverty reduction 
strategy. As different as the various religions are, when we, like Jesus and the centurion, 
encounter each other focused on compassion for others, God’s presence seems 
tangible. 
 

As you read this many of you will say, “well of course!” Still, we must ask our selves,  
“What do our organizations for justice look like?” “When we take action, who is beside 
us?” “When we sit down to plan our work, who’s legs are under the table with us?” 
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We live at a unique time in history. We are living in the middle of the great meeting of the 
world’s religions. Religions have always encountered each other, but now we are in the 
midst of a time when our neighbors are Muslims, our co-workers are Jews, our friends 
are Hindus while the person serving us coffee just may be a Buddhist. It is also precisely 
at this same time that we are facing global issues that effect all people no matter who 
you pray to. I wonder if God might be up to something? 
 

So as we gather to do the work of justice and as we seek the in-breaking of God’s 
kingdom perhaps it is time to ask, “How big is our table?” Is it as big as the kingdom of 
God? 
 
By Rev. Ryan Andersen, Advent Lutheran, Calgary 

 
Cruising the North Saskatchewan River in Edmonton  
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"Shall we gather at the river?" The “Sunday in the Park” fundraiser held in September 
for Lutheran Theological Seminary (LTS) Saskatoon, was a great success both socially 
and financially. In other words, everybody had fun and funds were raised for the cause! 
And to top it all off, the weather co-operated too. Who could ask for more? Read the full 
story by Dr. Pamela Giles (LTS) in the upcoming December issue of Canada Lutheran. 

 
 
 

WOW!    Through the generosity of donors and volunteers who lovingly give their 
time and talents to Lutheran Hospital Ministries Southern Alberta, 22 of LHMSA’s 
trained visitors provided 2376 visits to Lutheran patients, spending 888 hours in 
26 acute care hospitals and care centres from January through July of 2013.  
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Carmelle Mohr at Spirit of the Land Conference, Camrose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Back home in Canada after spending 6 
months with CLWR in Peru, Carmelle 
Mohr spoke at the U of A Augustana 
Campus Oct. 31 to kick off the “Spirit of 
the Land” conference held Nov. 1 and 2. 
  
She spoke of four symbols that came to 
be meaningful for her while in Peru. 
 
1. Circle:  Most common in Peruvian 
gatherings. Food would be put into the 
middle, everyone shared and there was 
always enough. A question would be 

asked, or an issue discussed and finally answered in open communication within the 
circle. It reflects the natural law, the diversity of the ecosystem, and proposes community 
as the answer. 

Carmelle Mohr leading a discussion exercise.

 

Mohr symbolically removes her jewellery to 
illustrate “enough”  –  want vs. need. 

 
2. Laundry:  It hangs everywhere – like prayer flags. In spite of being Canadian and part 
of a very visible minority she was welcomed and walked into their life with all its love, 
generosity and messy bits. But we are afraid to let people see us as we are … for better 
or for worse.  
 
3. Enough: Our commercial desires – the things we “want” –  fuel the mining operations 
in Peru, but the reality for First Nations people there is different. Education is available 
only to those who can afford it; healthcare subjective; and the conditions that many live 
in are unspeakable. 
 
4. Earth:  Can we learn to love the land, as the Peruvians do, like a parent loves a child? 
Positive change is happening but we are facing extreme obstacles, and Carmelle 
worries that our motivation is coming from a place of fear … change because we “need 
to” … not because we “want to”. Do we allow each crisis to motivate us or can we let our 
love for the land be our motivator?  The earth is crying out to be heard.
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Some Things to Consider 
this Christmas 
Some Things to Consider 
this Christmas 

 

2013 Festival of  
Nine Lessons & Carols 

for Advent and Christmas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

Missions supported by the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories: 
Missions supported by the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories: 

“En Misión Con El Salvador” “En Misión Con El Salvador” 
In Mission with El Salvador is about 
relationships – prison ministry, 
congregational ministry, bible study and 
prayer. Your gift to this Synod ministry 
provides support for this relational 
ministry in the way of salary, travel and 
hospitality costs for our staff person, Rev. 
Brian Rude. 

In Mission with El Salvador is about 
relationships – prison ministry, 
congregational ministry, bible study and 
prayer. Your gift to this Synod ministry 
provides support for this relational 
ministry in the way of salary, travel and 
hospitality costs for our staff person, Rev. 
Brian Rude. 
  
Our sister synod - the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Colombia (IELCO) 
Our sister synod - the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Colombia (IELCO) 
  

Scholarships for Students Scholarships for Students 
A gift of $150.00, through the Evangelical 
Church of Colombia, provides a student 
with the necessary books, uniform and 
school supplies for one year. 

A gift of $150.00, through the Evangelical 
Church of Colombia, provides a student 
with the necessary books, uniform and 
school supplies for one year. 
  

Seniors Ministry in Bogota Seniors Ministry in Bogota 
Seniors who have been displaced from 
their land are welcomed by the IELCO to 
Soacha, Bogota with love, and respect. 
Although donations of any value are 
much appreciated, a gift of $400.00 
provides a senior with a nutritional 
weekday lunch, pastoral and 
psychological support though prayer, 
worship, handcrafts, recreational activities 
and birthday celebrations for one year.  

Seniors who have been displaced from 
their land are welcomed by the IELCO to 
Soacha, Bogota with love, and respect. 
Although donations of any value are 
much appreciated, a gift of $400.00 
provides a senior with a nutritional 
weekday lunch, pastoral and 
psychological support though prayer, 
worship, handcrafts, recreational activities 
and birthday celebrations for one year.  

 

U of A Mixed Chorus & Handbell Ringers, 
Robert de Frece, Director 

 

Marnie Giesbrecht & Joachim Segger, 
Organists 

 

Monday, December 2 
7:30 PM 

 

Winspear Centre for Music 
 

Admission: $15 (plus service charge) 
 

Winspear Box Office: 780-428-1414 
 

A benefit for the 
U of A Student Access Fund 

 
Presented by the U of A Interfaith Chaplains,

Mixed Chorus and Department of Music. 

  
Offerings should be made payable to the 
Alberta Synod clearly marked with the 
appropriate ministry titles. You may remit 
them through your congregation or send 
them directly to the Synod Office:  Synod 
of Alberta and the Territories, 10014 – 81 
Avenue, NW, Edmonton, AB  T6E 1W8.   

Offerings should be made payable to the 
Alberta Synod clearly marked with the 
appropriate ministry titles. You may remit 
them through your congregation or send 
them directly to the Synod Office:  Synod 
of Alberta and the Territories, 10014 – 81 
Avenue, NW, Edmonton, AB  T6E 1W8.   

  
  
  
  

 

Canadian Lutheran World Relief
 

Gifts from the Heart 

catalogue available now!
 

Choose your gift at:  www.clwr.org
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Peace Lutheran, Innisfail: A Solid Foundation at 50! 
 

 
A 50th Anniversary celebration was held at Peace Lutheran Church, Innisfail, on August 
25th. The youth led the processional and built a symbol of God as our foundation. Pastor 
Kathy Calkins led a joyful service with special music. We would like to thank Bishop 
Larry Kochendorfer and his wife Cathy, former clergy and their wives as well as 
members past and present who took the time to join us at this service and the fellowship 
that followed.  "God is our Foundation." 
 
By Evelyn Erickson, Peace, Innisfail 
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HELP  Canadian Lutheran World Relief help the Philippines. 
 

CLWR is accepting donations to help people affected by the devastating typhoon in 
the Philippines. Typhoon Haiyan has caused massive destruction affecting over 11 
million people. It is estimated that up to 10,000 people were killed. Aid agencies and 
media say that the devastation is comparable to the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004. 
 

Donate online:    http://clwr.donorshops.com/   Click on “Typhoon Haiyan Relief”  

 

By phone:  1-800-661-2597  
 

By mail: Send cheque to CLWR, 600-177 Lombard Ave., Winnipeg MB   R3B 0W5. 
               Please indicate you wish to donate to Typhoon Haiyan Relief. 
 

We will be partnering with our American counterpart, Lutheran World Relief (LWR), in 
providing relief. Together, with your support, we will focus on immediate needs and 
support for long-term recovery. 
 
The Canadian government will be matching your donations up to Dec. 9,  2013. 

All donations must be postmarked no later than that date. 
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Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod.
 

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places 
  and mission of the congregations in our synod. 
 

...to help us learn from each other and encourage each 
  other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and 
mission of the congregations of our synod to the
Celebrations editor, Colleen McGinnis at: 

mail@caelinartworks.com 
4728 – 50 Avenue 
Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 0R7 
780-352-3519 

 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will also 
be considered for the ABT Synod section in Canada 
Lutheran.  
 
Celebrations IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta 
and    the    Territories.    However,    photocopies    of  

 

Celebrations are encouraged for use in the 
congregations of our synod. 
 

Celebrations may not be republished in print or 
posted to a website outside of the congregations of our 
synod, either in whole or in part, without the express 
permission of the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  

 
 
 
 

Installations and 
Ordinations  
 

Upcoming …  
 

November 30:  Senior Seminarian John 
Caswell Boyd will be installed and ordained 
at 3:30 pm as Pastor at Lakeland Lutheran, 
Cold Lake, AB. 
 

December 8:  Rev. Matt Lyseng will be 
installed at 4:00 pm as Pastor of Peace 
Lutheran, Leduc, AB. 

 
 

Women of Faith Fund  
Invites Proposals … 
 

 

The purpose of this fund is to encourage 
and facilitate the Christ-centred ministry 
of women within this church and in 
mission for others. 
 
Grant proposals that support the 
following goals shall be considered: 
 

- To nurture faith and spiritual growth 
- To foster supportive communities 
- To develop leadership skills 
- To work towards justice and peace 
 
Applications must be in by May 1, 2014.  
 
Margaret Olson is the ABT board 
member on the WFF.  For further 
information please contact her at: 
margolson@shaw.ca 

 
 

Past … 
 
August 24:  Rev. Anna Marie Thede was 
ordained and installed as Assistant Pastor 
of Hosanna Lutheran in Edmonton, AB. 
 
September 29:  Rev. Aaron Schnell was 
installed as Pastor of St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran in Spruce Grove, AB. 
 
September 30:  Diaconal Minister Karen 
Triomphe was installed as Chaplain with 
Good Samaritan Society - Stony Plain, 
Spruce Grove and George Hennig Care 
Centres.  
 
October 20:  Rev. John Strecker-Baseler 
was installed as Pastor of St. Paul’s, Mill 
Creek, Edmonton, AB. 
 
November 10:  Rev. Kathie Schmitke was 
installed as Interim Pastor of Augustana 
Lutheran, Edmonton. 
 
November 16:  Rev.  
Margaret Propp (right) 
was installed at Hope  
Lutheran, Calgary,  
AB as University of  
Calgary Lutheran  
Campus Ministry  
Chaplain. 
 
November 17:  Rev.  
Heidi Wachowiak was 
installed as Senior  
Pastor of St. Paul’s  
Lutheran, Ellerslie  
Road, Edmonton, AB. 
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