
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  
 

May grace and peace be yours in abundance (I Peter 1:2a).  
 

On Thursday, October 9, 2008, forty-one participants of the RARE (Retired and Retired Early) 
group from Ascension Lutheran, Edmonton and I found our seats on the Connelly-McKinley 
Funeral Home bus and journeyed to Mayerthorpe for lunch and the opportunity to visit the 
Mayerthorpe Fallen Four Memorial Park.  The Memorial Park honors the deaths of four young 
RCMP Constables tragically killed on March 3, 2005, and all who have served in police forces 
across Canada and around the world.    

In addition to a museum and gift store, an outdoor area features a “living legacy” memorial 
with individual bronze statues of each of the RCMP Constables: Cst. Peter Schiemann, Cst. Leo 
Johnston, Cst. Brock Myrol and Cst. Anthony Gordon.  

At the center of the memorial is a tall, slender Obelisk capped with bronze doves flying into the 
sky in peace – and in freedom.  

We were all moved by our time at the Park and tears flowed easily and freely as we gathered 
for a brief devotion in the midst of the memorial.  With Remembrance Day in mind, the 
upcoming (at that point) national election, the death of the four Constables and the awareness 
of those who currently serve in police forces at home and around the world I chose to read 
from Micah 4:1-5 which reads in part: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nations shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more, but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no 
one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.”  

Then a poem was read written by a child from the congregation for Remembrance Day in 2006 
when she was 10 or 11 years old – a portion of which I include here: “What did you see in the 
middle of battle?  Was it scary to see men falling around?  What did you hear when fighting the 
enemies?  How loud were the bangs of guns sounding off?  What did you do to make this 
country free?  What did you do?”  

A moment of silence followed.  

And we concluded with three prayers from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (pages 76-77).    

A prayer for Peace: Gracious and holy God, lead us from death to life, from falsehood to 
truth.  Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust.  Lead us from hate to love, from war to 
peace.  Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen.  

A prayer for Responsible Citizenship: Lord God, you call your people to honor those in 
authority.  Help us elect trustworthy leaders, participate in wise decisions for our common life, 



and serve our neighbors in local communities.  Bless the leaders of our land, that we may be at 
peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

A prayer for those in the Armed Forces:  Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and 
keeping all the men and women of our armed forces [and police services] at home and abroad. 
Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and 
temptations; give them courage to face the perils that surround them; and grant them a sense 
of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen.  

Our time together at Mayerthorpe was meaningful and a blessing; one which I will remember 
each November 11.  

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13).  
 

In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom,  
+Larry  
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