
 
 
October 2013 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  
 
May grace and peace be yours in abundance (I Peter 1:2a). 
 
“Our Homeland” 

Despite the blows so big of the crisis that I am living,  
I know that I am going to attain the victory sowing peace.  
I am not going to quit the struggle.  
Peace is so beautiful.  
I invite you my brother, take my hand and live in peace.  

Cultivate peace and love in our El Salvador,  
let peace be present in our dear homeland.  
 
Mothers who cry because their children do not return,  
Fathers who are tired from searching so long,  
give to the world many smiles  
despite the blows so great.  
Life is so beautiful – like the stars and like my country.  

Edwin Amilear Ascensio Rodriguez wrote this song while incarcerated at El Salvador’s Santa 
Anna prison.  

Since the creation of our Synod’s new mission, En Misión Con El Salvador: In Mission with El 
Salvador, with Rev. Brian Rude serving as program staff, I have felt the pull, the desire, to 
experience the ministries Brian is involved in. My desire was realized when I journeyed to El 
Salvador July 26-August 1 with my wife, Cathy, and with travel companions, Gail (Pastor Brian’s 
sister) and Phil Berg from Grace Lutheran, Bentley. 

At Santa Anna prison, one of those ministries, and one of El Salvador’s nineteen prisons, we 
met with 25-30 men in an education classroom. They sang for us with beautiful voices. Then 
Edwin played guitar and sang the song he composed. When he finished he wrote the words for 
me on the page of a notebook with a borrowed pen, his gnarly fingers moving quickly yet with 
great effort. I wondered if his fingers had been broken, and when, and where. I asked Edwin if 
he would sing it again so that I could imbed the melody in memory and he did so. However, 



each time he sang “peace” and “love” he would stop singing and point to each of us. Peace and 
love…this is what was important. Since the truce between gangs was declared more than a year 
ago, there has not been one fight in that prison. 

We spoke with many people and learned many things during our visits to churches and prisons. 
We worshiped with Pastor Belinda at El Divino Redentor in San Miguel (Hosanna, Edmonton’s 
partner congregation) and then at Good Shepherd near the base of a volcano. Gifts were 
exchanged, the Eucharist shared, a corn harvest festival celebrated …and we heard the story of 
the kidnapping and murder of Pastor Belinda’s father, also a pastor. We attended baptisms, 
were treated to special programs prepared by children and youth and traveled to Resurrection 
Lutheran, the national office of the Lutheran Church … where Pastor Brian was arrested some 
years ago and the “subversive cross” removed. At the Sen Suntepeque prison we met women 
who collected the joys, heartaches and sometimes horror of their life stories into a book, which 
I look forward to reading (and weeping through) when I receive a copy.  

Even Brian’s home is a mission – open to students studying in El Salvador, to former orphans he 
worked with at Fe Esperanza, and to a man dying from hemophilia who needs to at least be 
near the hospital because a bed in the overcrowded hospital is impossible.  Pastor Brian’s 
ministry is one of relationships, of accompanying…of walking with. 

Our journey to El Salvador was more than I could have imagined. I learned valuable lessons 
through the examples that I witnessed. A father in his grief over the death of his wife taught me 
about grieving among the community of faith. A Salvadoran pastor taught me the meaning of 
being truly thankful for what I have. Children and congregations inspired me to laugh and dance 
despite adversity. Prisoners showed me the meaning of hospitality. The Lutheran Church 
inspired me, through scarce reality, to see the real abundance of God. And a group of women 
prisoners demonstrated in words and smiles that with God, all things are possible. 
 
For a complete report (with color pictures) please see the synod website homepage 
(www.albertasynod.ca) and click on the link next to the picture of our foursome with Pastor 
Brian. 
 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13). 
 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, 
+Larry 
 
The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
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