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Favoured Grace 
  
Her name, Hannah, means “favoured grace,” but her story, is 
anything but “favored grace.” Hannah enters the biblical story as one 
unknown, as a woman with no reason to hope. Her womb is closed. 
She is unable to conceive the gift of a future.  
 
Her story begins with bitter weeping, deep distress, and great 
anxiety. She is not eating. She is broken hearted. Hers is a long, 
bitter story of ache.  

 
To be childless was a great burden for Hannah. Her husband’s other wife, Penninah, 
had several children. Every year, at the time of the family’s annual pilgrimage to worship 
at Shiloh, Penninah provoked Hannah. She teased her, mocked her, laughed at her, and 
flaunted her children in Hannah’s face. Year after year Hannah’s hopes of bearing a 
child were dashed. 
 
Hannah’s story is the first scene in the two-volume story of Samuel. But this is not just a 
story about Hannah. Indeed, the telling of her story in the opening chapters of Samuel 
also serves to remind us of the barrenness of Israel’s future in Hannah’s time.  
  
Israel was in a state of crisis. The rising strength of the Philistines had created a 
significant external threat and there were deep internal dangers too: the political 
leadership was in chaos, the priests were corrupt. All was in disarray...the future of Israel 
was bleak. But in the middle of this grim picture the story in Samuel finds a source of 
strength, of hope, beginning with a woman bearing an incredible burden.  
 
Hannah has been publicly humiliated. Hannah’s hopes of bearing a child have been 
repeatedly dashed. Nevertheless at Shiloh that year Hannah presents herself “before the 
LORD.” She slips away and enters the sanctuary where she weeps bitter tears. She 
cries out to God in prayer and she makes a covenant. 
 
Eugene Peterson, in The Message, translates her prayerful vow: “Oh, God…if you’ll take 
a good, hard look at my pain, if you’ll quit neglecting me and go into action for me – by 
giving me a son, I’ll give him completely, unreservedly to you. I’ll set him apart for a life 
of holy discipline.” We hear her pain, desperation, and determination…her cry. 
 
At this point in the narrative we also meet Eli. He is the priest at the entrance to the 
sanctuary who notices Hannah’s behavior. He assumes that she’s been drinking and 
scolds her. 
 
Hannah doesn’t back down: “I’m a woman deeply troubled. I haven’t been drinking…not 
a drop…the only thing I have been doing is pouring out my heart to God.”  
 
Eli hears her yearning, blesses her and adds his support to her prayer. Hannah leaves 
as if her prayer were already answered. She eats, drinks, and shares the company of 
her husband. She is remembered by the LORD, and “in due time” she conceives and 
bears a son whom she names, Samuel – which means, “I have asked him of the LORD,” 
or “I asked God for him.” 
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Samuel is the fruit of Hannah’s faithful refusal to be comforted by anything less than a 
gift from God. Her story, which at the beginning reminds us of the barrenness of Israel’s 
future, now becomes a faith story of strength and hope for all Israel. Samuel will serve 
as the bridge between the old and the new. He will play a decisive role in the new thing 
that God is doing culminating in David’s kingship, the defeat of the Philistines, and the 
revival and concentration of the political, religious and economic authority in Jerusalem.  
 
All this begins with Hannah, “favored grace.” The one who refuses comfort, who waits, 
prays, weeps, despairs, insists on her prayers in the face of priestly rebuke, and 
ultimately conceives, bears, and names her son. 
 
Is she not a model for us of what it means to live faithfully in days that seem 
godforsaken, barren, empty, and anxious? Is she not a model for Israel, for the church in 
our time and for each of us? 
 
Hannah – “favored grace” – indeed.  
 
By Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop, Synod of Alberta and the Territories   
 
 

Reflections of Syria 
Its people, its culture… 

 
 

December 6, 2015 
2:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

 
 

A stunning visual narrative 
by an Edmonton storyteller 
who worked in Syria as an 

engineer from 2008 to 
2010.   

 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
10014 – 81 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 

 
 

Donations welcome for 
Syria refugees. 
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Around the 
Synod 

 

 

 
 

 
Coming Events 

Annual Study Conference 
 
The 2016 Synod Study Conference, open to all lay and 
rostered leaders, is taking place from Monday, January 25 
through Thursday January 28, 2016 in Canmore, Alberta. 
Keynote speaker is The Rev. Dr. Anna Madsen, from the Center 
for Theological Conversation. Anna is a “freelance theologian” in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, where she is under call from the 
South Dakota Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America. Other speakers are Sharon Smith of Sanctuary Mental 
Health Ministries in Vancouver and a Lutheran couple from a 
Synod congregation presenting on “The Lived Experience of 
Mental Health Recovery and the Gifts of a Christian Community”. 
Guest Bishop is the Rev. Elaine Sauer, from the MNO Synod. 
Please mark your calendars and watch the Synod website at 
www.albertasynod.ca for registration information coming soon.  

 
 

 
”One Starry Night” Christmas Event - St. Paul’s Ellersie 
 

Come and experience what it might have been like for Mary and 
Joseph on their journey to the manger at a Christmas event for people 
of all ages, being held from 10:00 am to 1:30 pm on Saturday, 
November 28, 2015 at St. Paul’s Ellerslie, 5104 Ellerslie Road SW, 
Edmonton. Everyone is welcome! This is an intergenerational event - 

children need to be accompanied by an adult. Enjoy a meal together after your trip 
through Jesus time.  Please bring something to share - salad, main course, dessert etc. 
Please contact Tammy Kirkwood on or before November 25th at tkspelc@shaw.ca to 
register. 
 
 
 
A Concert of Favourite Hymns – Highwood Calgary  
 
The musicians at Highwood Lutheran Church, 419 
Northmount Drive, Calgary, Alberta invite you to a hymn-
based concert being held on Friday, December 4th at 7:30 
pm. As well as having the opportunity to sing several well-
known hymns, you will hear Liesel Fedkenhauer (soprano), 
Rick Vander Woude (on Highwood's historic pipe organ and 
piano), and friends perform a variety of hymn-based concert 
repertoire. Admission is a non-perishable food item or 
monetary donation for the Calgary Food Bank.  
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Bethany Lutheran Church Tilley Celebrates 85 
Years of Ministry 
 

On Sunday, July 26, 2015, over 
100 people gathered in the 
historic building of Bethany 
Lutheran Church (Tilley) to 
celebrate 85 years of ministry.   
In 1930, settlers of Danish 
heritage took a leap of faith and 
moved North from Nebraska to 
begin a Lutheran congregation in 
Southeastern Alberta.  Since 
that time, much has changed – 
both in the Church, and in the 
world in which we are called to 
mission in Christ’s name.   
 
Those who gathered in worship 

to celebrate the anniversary milestone had an opportunity to connect with what has 
been, even as they wondered what God’s future might hold.  
  
One of those who took part in this time of worship – Ansgar Christensen – was a child 
when his family came by train from Nebraska 85 years ago.  And while Bethany’s roots 
may be Danish, its branches extend in all directions.  Some of those who have called 
this little country church “home” include Skanderups (descendants of the founding 
Pastor, Anton Skanderup), Sorensons, Hendricksens, and Nielsens.  Bishop Telmor 
Sartison and Pastor Rolf Nosterud were 
among the many people Confirmed at 
Bethany through the years.  At a Synod 
Convention, if you were to ask all who have 
had a past, or present, connection to 
Bethany to stand, few people would remain 
seated! 
 
At its 85th Anniversary, worshippers were 
greeted by the congregation’s Pastor Reg 
Berg, wearing a 100 year old Pastor’s Robe 
and a Danish Collar, and the service began 
with a Call to Worship and Opening Hymn 
from The Concordia Hymnal (1932).   
During the opening hymn, “Holy, Holy, Holy”, 
Pastor Reg slipped out and changed into a 
Cassock and Surplice with a Brocade Stole, 
then led the Confession of Sin from the 
Service Book and Hymnal (1958).  The Kyrie 
and Hymn of Praise were more familiar to 
many, coming from the Lutheran Book of 
Worship (1978), and by the attendees joined 
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in the Prayer of the Day, Pastor Reg was wearing an Alb.  The Communion Liturgy was 
from With One Voice (1995), and saw Pastor Berg in shorts and sandals.   
 
When the children were invited to come up for “Children’s Time”, the reason for the 
“wardrobe changes” became clear.  Pastor Reg asked the kids if any of them had ever 
had a birthday…  (Duh!)  Then he asked if they’d ever gotten a birthday present…  (Of 
course they had!)  “So – What’s more important?  What the present is wrapped in, or 
what’s inside the box?”  It’s what’s inside that matters!  He then drew everyone’s 
attention to the different robes he’d been wearing, and explained to the kids that these 
were from different times in the Congregation’s history, just like the different parts of the 
service that day were.  They talked about the strange language in some of the older 
parts of the service (e.g. “Wherefore we flee for refuge to thine infinite mercy, seeking 

and imploring thy grace…”), 
and the funny-looking robes.  
And then he explained to the 
kids that all of these things – 
the words, the robes, even 
the style of music –were only 
the packaging.  Inside all of it 
was the real gift – the gift of 
God’s amazing love in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Eighty-five years…there have 
been a lot of changes in that 
time!  Language, worship 
styles, music, clothing, 
transportation, 
communication (“Like” us on 

Facebook!), even the ethnic makeup of the congregation (Bethany is no longer a 
“Danish Church”, although the cemetery is laid out in the shape of the Danish Flag!).   
 
Yes, the “wrapping” has changed.  What hasn’t changed is the part that really matters – 
the gift itself:  the Good News of Jesus Christ… God’s amazing Love… Grace… 
Forgiveness… New Life.  I wonder what the next 85 years will hold? 
 
By Pastor Reg Berg, Tilley, Alberta 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

               Reformation Challenge: Plant Tree Seedlings 
 
Part of the ELCIC Reformation Challenge is to plant 500,000 trees. To help reach this goal, Canadian 
Lutheran World Relief invites you to consider a donation to conservation projects overseas. For example, 
in Lalibela, Ethiopia, more than 90,000 indigenous and drought-resistant trees will be planted on degraded 
land to reduce erosion alongside irrigation canals that water farmers’ crops. In Adjumani, Uganda, farmers 
are learning to care for nurseries of fruit trees and trees whose branches can be harvested for shelter and 
fuel (yet keep on growing). This helps reduce deforestation, teaches new agricultural skills to the farmers 
involved and provides a healthy food source.  Click Here  to find out how to donate today. 
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Conference Conventions  
 
Over the month of October, three Conference Conventions (representing five 
Conferences) were held across the Synod under the theme Living Well With the Land: 
Touch the Earth Lightly.  Conference participants had an opportunity to worship, 
participate in the business and decision-making of the Conferences, and to be inspired 
in mission together.   
  
The Northern Conference Convention was 
held October 2 – 3, 2015 at Our Saviour’s, 
Edmonton.  The joint West Central and 
East Central Conference Convention was 
held October 17, 2015 at St. Peter’s, Millet.  
The joint South West and Southern 
Conference Convention was held October 
24, 2015 at Lutheran Church of the Cross, 
Calgary.  
 
 

  

 

Rev. Trish Schmermund (Holy Spirit, Edmonton) was 
elected Northern Conference Dean replacing 
outgoing Dean Rev. Markus Wilhelm (Glory, 
Sherwood Park) 

West Central (Rev. Kathy Calkins) and East 
Central (Rev. Eleanor Ness) Conference Deans 
with Bishop Larry Kochendorfer. 

Bishop Larry with South West Conference Dean 
Rev. Kristian Wold and Southern Conference 
Dean Rev. Reg Berg at the Southern/South West 
Conference Convention. 
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Journey to El Salvador – Caleb Sorenson 
 

From July 7 to August 5, the Synod’s 
missionary, Brian Rude hosted and 
welcomed me in El Salvador. At last 
year’s Synod convention in Camrose 
(2014), I met Brian and started talking 
with him about my studies. I told him 
that I was studying Economics and 
Political Science at the King’s 
University, in Edmonton, and that I was 
interested in international affairs. He 
told me to consider visiting him in El 
Salvador to see economic situations 
and a political culture that was much 
different than what I was used to.   

 
I talked to a few people to see if this was a good idea. My church in Hinton, Grace 
Lutheran, has been involved with Brian’s ministry, and a few members had travelled 
themselves to El Salvador. The consensus was to “go”.  I am incredibly grateful that I 
decided to go. It was an experience that I will not forget and will always have a place in 
my mind, heart, and faith.  

I was surprised how difficult it was for me upon my return to share the stories of  El 
Salvador. At first, I just wanted to tell people about the fun I had and how incredible 
people were. Indeed, there were a number of humorous, short Spanish discussions that 
would make great stories! However, in only focusing on the stories that were fun to 
share, I was missing a very real component of the story of El Salvador — the suffering. It 
was heartbreaking that in a month-long visit I met so many people with such tragic 
stories. The combination of violence and poverty in El Salvador creates an environment 
drastically different to any I have ever known. I feel it is now my responsibility to share 
some of those stories. The challenge is to paint a realistic picture of this beautiful nation, 
populated with amazing people that is also a small, impoverished, suffering and often, 
crime-ridden place.   

One of my experiences brings a balance to both the joy and suffering of El Salvador. On 
July 26, Brian and I traveled with a group of adults who had been children in the same 
orphanage, and were displaced during the civil war in the 1980’s. Brian had worked with 
this orphanage when he first came to El Salvador. The purpose of this day was for 
former children of the orphanage to reconnect, and to remember to tragedy of the war. 

Our first stop was at environmental center that was targeted by the government during 
the civil war. Hence, it became a base for the FMLN which is the army that fought the 
government. It was emotionally straining to see where bombs had landed, to walk on 
paths where combat took place, and to witness people relive their past. We toured the 
area with a sociologist. He compared current society with society during the time of the 
civil war. Both were violent, and both had extreme poverty. It is sad to think that so many 
people died during the civil war, but that their loss did not impact El Salvadoran society 
to change for the better.  
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Through this whole tour, I did 
not understand much of what 
was said (thankfully Brian 
translated a bit and discussed 
with me after). There was also 
a seven year old boy on the 
tour who--justifiably so--did not 
care too much for the war 
history being discussed. 
Therefore the two boys (my 
seven year old companion and 
I) that were not listening or able 
to listen to the tour became fast 
friends. 

My young companion’s 
imagination went to work with 
toys that he would build out of sticks. I told him that I could not understand Spanish (one 
of the few things I can say), but that did not stop him from consistently talking to me the 
whole walk. We played with a few marbles that he had and spent a while flipping a coin.  
It did not take much for him, or me, to have fun.  It was with a sense of joy that I made a 
new friend that day, inspite of a language barrier and also had the chance to observe old 
friends reconnect over stories coloured with tragedy.  Through all the difficulties that life 
threw at these orphans and displaced people, they are still able to find joy through 
friendship. 

The civil war caused unspeakable tragedy in the lives of these joyful people … and that 
war continues to negatively impact society in El Salvador today. To truly reflect the story 
of El Salvador though, one has to contemplate the story of a beautiful nation, filled with 
wonderful people, still marked daily with tragedy. 

By Caleb Sorenson, Grace, Hinton 

 

On Sunday December 6 at 3:00 pm 
Concordia School of Music Presents… 

 
Music from a variety of composers, eras, and nationalities depicts the anticipation, 
realization, and wonder of Christ’s coming in “A Christmas Mosaic," with 
Concordia’s Community Chorus and Bella Voce women’s choir (directed by Dr. Joy 
Berg).-- Plus the traditional carol sing-along accompanied by Rev. Lorne Manweiler! 
 

Tickets $15/$12 available at tixonthesquare.ca or at the door.  
Special family admission $40 (at door only). 
At Concordia’s Tegler Centre - 7128 Ada Blvd., Edmonton 
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"Green" Bags Bless National Convention 
 

 
 
 
 
This past July in Edmonton, delegates and visitors at the National Convention of the 
ELCIC received unusual convention bags that varied in colour, fabric and style. The 
story behind these bags is a remarkable one of cooperation, caring and dedication from 
congregations all over the Synod. 
 
When the Local Arrangements Team (LAT) for the upcoming National Convention first 
met in January 2015, we learned that bags for delegates would not be available for the 
upcoming convention. As a result, we came up with the idea for a “green” bag sewing 
project that would enlist the help of congregations across the Synod to craft and donate 

handmade bags for the 
Convention.  Information was 
sent out to congregations 
with instructions for how to 
make bags out of material 
left over from church and 
home sewing projects and a 
plea for “Synod members 
who could sew” to give of 
their time and talents.  Given 
the short timeline (it was 
April 15th by the time we put 
out the call for four hundred 
bags for the end of June), we 
asked for prayers for the 
success of the green bag 
project. 

 
Literally five minutes after the Synod email request was sent out, we received an answer 
to our prayers in the form of a phone from AnnE Zimmerman at On Eagles Wings. AnnE 
said she had bags for us made by women at the Edmonton Correctional Centre. The 
bags were made from retired red choir gowns from St. Timothy's Anglican Church in 

Four hundred “green” bags made by Alberta Synod volunteers for National Convention. 

Velma Wray (Airdrie) made 62 bags for the project herself! 
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Edmonton. The handles were made 
from cloth donated by the Catholic 
Women's League. Almost immediately, 
there was another call.  This time it 
was from Rev. Ann Salmon at Edson, 
who was calling to commit a donation 
of beautiful, strong, hand-crocheted 
bags made from plastic shopping bags 
to the project. What an interesting way 
to begin the project! 
 
The offers just kept coming!  Four 
congregations with substantial 
commitments of 50 – 60 bags 
each were the next to contact us.  
Prince of Faith (Calgary), Holy Spirit 
(Edmonton) and Good Shepherd 
(Red Deer) all stepped up to be collection sites for the bags.  By May 15 we had been 
blessed with commitments for over three hundred bags. The beautiful, unique bags then 
started arriving at the collection sites. Congregations who had never gotten back to us 
sent bags! Others who had made commitments for a certain number of bags sent many 
more! People phoned in June with apologies for not committing to the project sooner and 
asking if they could still sew bags for the Convention. 
 
By June 30, we had approximately 440 bags made with love, care and capable hands 
from across the province (with15 more delivered straight to the Convention site on July 
8th).   
 
All of the bags were beautiful!  The creativity, patterns, unique fabrics and colours were 
lovely. The styles ranged from tailored and practical, to whimsical, to stylish, to very 
unique. Some were completely reversible. Some were from new, unused material 
donated to quilters. Some were made from gently used clothing and drapery. All were 
made with dedication and care. We labelled them all by the donating congregation or 
organizations so that those receiving them would know where their unique bag had been 
crafted and sewn. 
 
The bags were given out to the delegates, visitors, VIPs and volunteers at the 
Convention. Extras were sent to students at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Saskatoon.   
 
The project was blessed by the knowledge that we all have unique talents in  
the priesthood of all believers. Thank you to the Alberta Synod congregations for 
participating in the "green" convention bag project by sewing, storing, and distributing 
bags and through yours prayers and encouragement for the project.  We are all liberated 
by God's grace to serve our church in truly unique and wonderful ways! 
 
By Naomi Parker (St. Paul’s, Ellerslie), who along with Sharon Schoepp (St. John of Golden Spike, Spruce 
Grove), organized the “green” bag project. 
 

Photo by Margaret Sadler, Local Arrangements Team Chair 
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New Faces in the Alberta Synod 
 
In this issue of Celebrations, we introduce you to Reverend Dr. Deborah Ann Taylor. 
 
Meet Rev. Dr. Deborah Ann Taylor 
 
Rev. Dr. Deborah Ann (aka “Duffy”) Taylor began service at Bethel Lutheran in Camrose 
in late March. Pastor Taylor was raised in Dayton, Ohio during the civil rights movement 
in the United States, and was deeply influenced by that struggle, especially by the late 
Dr. Nelson Trout. A member of her congregation when she was young, Dr. Trout was a 
Lutheran pastor, teacher, bishop, and a friend and colleague of Martin Luther King. 
Through him, she was introduced to the power of Christian nonviolence as an instrument 
of social change. Those lessons continue to challenge 
her life and ministry, particularly through the witness of 
Palestinian Christians, working nonviolently for a just 
resolution to the conflict in Palestine and Israel. 
 
Prior to ordination, Deborah Ann worked as a 
congregational outreach worker in an inner-city 
Minneapolis neighborhood with primary responsibilities 
in the areas of affordable housing, church-based 
emergency shelter, community organizing, and 
services to second migration refugees. She also 
worked to organize and coordinate a grassroots 
coalition lobbying for United States sanctions against 
apartheid South Africa. 
 
A graduate of Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
Rev. Dr. Taylor has served congregations in 
Philadelphia, Minneapolis and Ottawa, including nine 
years as an interim pastor, primarily in inner city 
churches. Most recently, she served as pastor of Mt. 
Calvary Lutheran Church in Ottawa. She holds a 
Doctor of Ministry Degree in Biblical Preaching from 
Luther Seminary. 
  
Although her immediate family members are at a 
distance, Pastor Taylor shares her home with her Alaskan malamute, Jackson, her 
hound dog, Molly, and an assortment of rescued cats. She listens to most genres of 
music, but is partial to jazz, and over the years has owned some remarkable cats named 
for Duke Ellington, Billy Strayhorn, and Louis Armstrong. (Luther and Melanchthon, 
though not jazz musicians, had feline namesakes as well!) 
  
Pastor Deborah Ann is a free-lance writer. You are invited to look for her occasional 
articles in the CLWR Partnership Magazine and the Canada Lutheran. 
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Until All are Free – Reconciling in Christ  
 

Under the banner “Until All Are Free”, 
the Reconciling Works Assembly took 
place in Minneapolis, Minnesota in July, 
2015.  I took part in this Assembly as 
part of my continuing education and 
found it to be a wonderful learning 
opportunity indeed! 
 
The Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program 
is for congregations, synods, colleges, 
seminaries, and other Lutheran 
communities and organizations that 
publicly welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender (LGBTQ) people. 

 
My interest in attending the RIC Assembly was born out of several occurrences.  First, 
with the closure of Augustana Lutheran Church in Edmonton, Holy Spirit Lutheran 
Church (where I presently serve) has become the only ELCIC congregation in Edmonton 
that currently bears the “Reconciling in Christ” designation.  Second, every month we 
receive inquiries about our affirming welcome.  Finally, I felt a personal need to gain 
further understanding and growth around issues of inclusion. 
 
The Assembly was a full three days of 
meetings and workshops that both 
challenged and deepened my 
understanding of God and the work of 
affirming ministry. As part of an 
affirming congregation, I thought I was 
pretty far on the “left” of the scale, but I 
learned there is always room for growth 
in understanding, insights and 
knowledge around inclusion.   
 
One of the personal highlights was the 
discovery of something called ‘anti-
oppression training’.  Try “googling” it 
yourself; you will learn a lot about the 
small ways oppression weaves itself 
into everyday actions and 
conversations.  I also encountered the 
“Stages of Intercultural Competency,” 
which is a fancy title for how we relate 
to people who are different than 
ourselves.  Another highlight at the 
Assembly was a display called the 
“Shower of Stoles”, which told the heart-
felt stories of LGBTQ persons either presently serving in rostered ministry or who have 
not been able to serve in rostered ministry because of their sexual orientation. 
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I have shared just a few highlights here.  There are many other insights and learnings 
from the Assembly I would be happy to share with you.  I’ve provided a list of possible 
outcomes for the ABT Synod with Bishop Larry (and I am most thankful for his support 
and encouragement to attend this event!)   
 
My most important take-away from this event was, as difficult as the conversation 
around inclusion may be at times, it is essential that it continues.  We have much to 
learn about ourselves and others, the diversity of creation, and where God is pointing us 
to in the future. 
 
If you would like to hear more about the Assembly, please feel free to connect with me at 
780-434-4012.   

 
By Rev. Trish Schmermund, Holy Spirit, Edmonton 
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Single Family Camp New at Mulhurst for 2015 
  

 
 
This past summer we launched a new camp for single parent families at Mulhurst. 
Thanks to a start-up grant from the Lutheran Triune Educational and Benevolent Society 
of Calgary we were able to cover the costs for camp attendees, as well as the camp’s 
promotion and administration costs.  The sponsorship was a blessing for us to be able to 
offer and a blessing for the single parent families to receive.  
  
Our resource person for the camp was Dr. Helen Bowden, a member at Hosanna 
Lutheran in Edmonton. Helen is a single parent (her kids were 6 and 7 when she 
became a single parent some 20 years ago), a physician, and our camp doctor who also 
serves on the camp board.  Helen was a great choice to resource our first Single Parent 
Family Camp (SPFC) as she has travelled the single parent journey and was able to 
provide hope for those less far along!  

We had seven families, a total of 
twenty-two attendees, great 
weather, and lots of fun! Our goal 
for SPFC was to minister to these 
families by providing opportunities 
for fun, for worship, and for respite 
and rest for the mom’s. 
  
Activities included a ‘formal dinner’ 
for the adults, at which our three 
male counsellors served as 
waiters. The ambience for this 
event was created by setting up a 
separate dining area (complete 
with tablecloths on tables), 
classical background music, ice 
water (a treat at camp), and the 

Our waiters, who served us at every “ring” of the bell! 
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chance to eat without kids! I also donated the purchase of a liquor license for one night 
and some wine that our moms could use to celebrate together. This event was a huge 
hit, and our mom’s felt very pampered and taken care of. We had a large bell we rang for 
the ‘servants’ to come and refill water or wine, and this became the ‘thing to do’ so the 
male staff would come back and serve us. Too funny! Now, the tablecloths were bed 
sheets from the infirmary, but that didn’t matter as it was a special moment in the life of 
our camp. One parent said it was the first meal she had without kids in her memory! 
  
Our wrap-up surveys listed activities that were a highlight for attendees, including:  
canoeing, archery, chapel games, the fancy dinner, late night games, ninja training, and 
“all of it”. One attendee commented; “I loved the variety of activities available and the 
enthusiasm of all the staff”. All attendees indicated they hope to be able to return next 
year. With regard to the funding support from Lutheran Triune, we heard:  “That was the 
difference between coming here and not.” “Thank you for the privilege in sharing in your 
program” and “We wouldn’t be here without it – can’t thank you enough!!!” 
  
Several of our staff team said SPFC was their favourite camp of the summer, in part, 
because through it, so many brand new people came to camp and were totally 
appreciative of the opportunity to be there.  The bond that developed between staff and 
campers at SPFC was a remarkable thing to see.  An email received after camp 
highlights the amazing experience it was. “The staff took care of our every need from 
ensuring I (or anyone) 
wasn’t feeling left out or 
lonely to keeping an eye 
on my kids and involving 
them in tons of fun games.  
I can’t think of anywhere 
else in the world that my 
kids and I have been as 
well cared for, truly!  So 
many thanks again to you 
and your gang - will be 
praying for y’all.  God 
bless you real good for all 
that you do!” 
  
One example that was 
powerful for me was the 
Saturday lunch grace spoken by an enthusiastic young boy age 8. He thanked God for 
the chance to be at camp, for the people at the camp and of course the food. It was 
however the heartfelt expression that had me in tears. I shared my teary moment at the 
next staff meeting and many of them said they had the same response! He reminded us 
of Tiny Tim from the Charles Dicken’s classic Christmas Carol – someone totally happy 
and thankful in a really tough situation!  
  
It was an honour for us to run a single family camp, and we plan to do it again. We are 
looking for new sources of funding so that we might once again be able to offset costs 
for these deserving families. After spending time with them I can say they are all worth 
whatever funds we could get to bring them and others back for summer 2016! 
 
By Marg Daly, CEO  and Camp Director at Mulhurst Lutheran Camp   

 

SPFC resource person Dr. Helen Bowden and “superheroes”. 
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Augustana Doors Repurposed 
 

The Table (Altar) and Ambo (pulpit) 
used at this summer's National 
Convention were made from 
interior doors of Augustana 
Lutheran Church, Edmonton. 
 Augustana closed in 2014 and 
they distributed every banner, pew, 
and yes even doors, throughout the 
Synod and beyond!   
 
In keeping with one of the National 
Convention themes:  Creation Not 
For Sale, the doors were 
repurposed instead of being thrown 
away.  Thanks to Augustana for 
their generosity in donating the 
doors and to Earl Schmermund for 
enabling their transformation.  The 
doors certainly were a beautiful 
addition to worship at Convention! 
 

 
 
The Table currently resides with 
Good Samaritan Southgate Centre, 
and the Ambo at Holy Spirit Lutheran 
Church, Edmonton, where their 
legacy of service will continue for 
years to come. 
 
By Rev. Trish Schmermund, Holy Spirit, 
Edmonton

Photos by Colleen McGinnis 
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Brian Rude: Questions and Answers at Grace Lutheran 
 
In January 2015, Brian Rude, 
Synod of Alberta and the 
Territories sponsored missionary 
to El Salvador, visited a number 
of churches during a visit “home” 
to Camrose. Grace Lutheran, 
Wetaskiwin was one of them. He 
gave an overview of the past 26 
years of his life and work in El 
Salvador and then opened his 
presentation to questions from 
the floor. There were many. An 
hour and a half later, people were 
shrugging into their coats and 
hats as they prepared to leave ... 
still asking questions on the way 
out the door. Following is Part 4 - 
the conclusion of the question 
and answer portion of Rude’s 
presentation. 
 
Q:  Is there a lot of poverty? 
A:  Yes. There’s a lot of gap between wealth and poverty. That’s the reason for the 
violence. Not the poverty in itself, but the huge gaps. 
 
Q:  If I understand the church, the central theme is the cross. Is the story of the 
cross there, as in the Grace of God? 
A:  No. I think the Grace of God needs to be proclaimed much more loudly. There is 
more law than grace proclaimed. I’ve worked 20 years in Salvadoran prisons and am 
more graciously received in prisons than in the churches, where there is no friction or 
confrontation. 
 
Q:  How long are prison terms? 
A:  Sometimes hundreds of years because it can be cumulative. Early parole means 
nothing there. 
 
Q:  How are prisoners treated? 
A:  In terms of society, they are the scum of the earth. If one person says we should at 
least give them a fair defense at their trial, then everybody turns against that person as a 
“gang lover”. Within the prisons torture is becoming more prevalent. It’s no accident that 
prison guards are being killed in their homes, on the street, or on their way to work. 
There are reasons for that kind of revenge. 
 
Q:  Do any prisoners get out of jail? 
A:  Yes, but there are no programs or half-way homes to help them once they are 
released. If they can get back to their gang territory then they might remain free for a bit. 
I bump into a few who have survived, but a lot of them get killed on the street. They are 
vagrants. It’s almost impossible for them to go home unless they have some kind of a 
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family business to go to. This would be true even for those who have gone to trial and 
acquitted. They come out and they have lost their job and their self-esteem. The stigma 
is the same as if they had been proven guilty. 
 
Q:  What is the average size of a family and is there public education for the 
children? 
A:  Officially I don’t know, but it has dropped considerably. Public education…yes. They 
provide uniforms, shoes, supplies, lunch, but no transportation, so if you have a large 
family that can be a factor. Tuition fees are covered by this present government. 
Providing uniforms and shoes also helps local business. 
 
Q:  Are the kids taught in school to be gang members? 
A:  Recruitment happens in the schools, yes. One of the items in the treaty was that they 
would stop recruiting and threatening students. But the truce was undermined and many 
have gone back on their word. There is violence against both students and teachers. 
Students have been recruited, threatened, killed. Kids even 8 or 10 years of age can be 
vulnerable. 
 
Q:  Are any of the prisoners incarcerated for their own safety? 
A:  No. For their own safety they have to flee - displace internally - and as many as a 
third of the population have left the country for the States. Many have to hire a human 
smuggler who can charge $7000 to get them to the U.S. in three tries. They often don’t 
make it, so there is great risk. There are 3 million El Salvadorans living in the US, 6 
million in El Salvador. They are there for safety reasons, but for economic reasons too. 
They go to find employment and send money back to sustain their family. Some are 
deported back to El Salvador, which is also a challenge because they may have no 
family left there. 
 
Q:  We in Canada provide funds to assist you in your ministry. Can you give me an 
idea how these funds are used? Any shortfalls or needs? 
A:  The support has been generous, but what I received as income last year didn’t quite 
cover what I put out. After the prison program with the ELCIC ended in May 2011, I kept 
it going on my own. My position as a missionary ended in June 2012 with severance pay 
until the end of the year. Then the ABT synod picked it up with a channel for donations. 
So whatever came in they would divide up 12 ways and send me monthly income. This 
pretty much covers the prison program, housing, drop in centre, and medical and 
educational and housing needs that come to me.  
 
Q:  What’s the cost of living over there? 
A:  That varies. I live a wealthy lifestyle there … I pay $300 for rent. That would be high 
for most people there, but I fill my house with a lot of come-and-go people …students, 
and outpatients who can’t get space in the hospital. Some people live on next to nothing. 
 
Q:  You could let the situation in El Salvador get to you, yet you remain positive. 
How? 
A:  I feel I’m the winner, actually, in what I’m receiving from these people. My work here 
is my spiritual and emotional support.  
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Looking in on a busy Bishop…he pops up in some 
interesting places! 
 

 
 

 
 
          

The five Synodical Bishops, along 
with the National ELCIC Bishop met in 
Ontario for the joint Anglican House of 
Bishops and Lutheran Conference of 
Bishops meetings October 19-21, 
2015.  
  
l-r: Bishop Larry, Bishop Elaine Sauer 
(MNO), National Bishop Susan 
Johnson, Bishop Michael Pryse 
(Eastern), Bishop Greg Mohr (BC) 
and Bishop Sid Haugen (Sask). 
 

 

 At the ordination of Rev. 
Shane Hein, Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, Hanna, 
Alberta.  August, 2015 

Gathering with Diaconal Ministers, Edmonton 

Lutheran Student Ministries (LSM) supper and 
conversation on “creating hope-shaped community”. 
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Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod. 
 

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places 
  and mission of the congregations in our synod. 
 

...to help us learn from each other and encourage each 
  other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and 
mission of the congregations of our synod to the 
Celebrations editor, Wendy Christensen-Grosfield at: 

wendy@albertasynod.ca 
10014- 81 Avenue NW 
Edmonton, AB T6E 1W8 
Phone: 780-439-2636 

 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will also 
be considered for the ABT Synod section in Canada 
Lutheran.  
 
Celebrations IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta 
and    the    Territories.    However,    photocopies    of  

 

Celebrations are encouraged for use in the 
congregations of our synod. 
 

Celebrations may not be republished in print or 
posted to a website outside of the congregations of our 
synod, either in whole or in part, without the express 
permission of the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  

 Giving Thanks for Colleen McGinnis 
 

We give thanks for Colleen McGinnis who has shared 
her creativity, dedication, photography skills and 
writing talents with us as the Editor of our Synod’s 
Celebrations online magazine and the Canada 
Lutheran insert for many years.  Colleen is taking a 
well-deserved break from the editor’s chair to  
continue developing and expanding her personal art 
and writing projects through Caelin Artworks in 
Wetaskiwin.  
 
We are blessed that Colleen will continue to serve in 
key Synod roles, including as a member of the 
Worship Committee for the upcoming Synod 
Convention and as a trusted advisor and photography 
expert to Wendy Grosfield who is stepping into the 
editorial roles.  
 
Many thanks Colleen for sharing your time, talents 
and expertise with us!   
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