
 
 
January 2014 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  
 
May grace and peace be yours in abundance (I Peter 1:2a). 
 
“The Three Not-So-Wisemen,” a play written by a congregational member for the children, 
youth and several adults of the congregation to share, told the story of the wisemen of biblical 
fame who journey following a star, to Jerusalem and King Herod, and to a manger stall in 
Bethlehem.  The play also told the hilarious parallel story of three not-so-wisemen named: 
Goldie, Frank, and Murray, who after many misadventures arrive surprised, unsure, and 
dumbfounded in Jerusalem, where they too meet King Herod, and finally kneel themselves 
before the Christ-child. 
 
I laughed with everyone as the drama unfolded, and as the youngest children took their place in 
the manger scene dressed as the animals, shepherds, and angels along with Mary and Joseph 
and a doll named Jesus – and I found that I was getting a little choked up.  In fact, I fought back 
the tears as the wisemen – and the not-so-wisemen – knelt before the baby. 
 
What stirred me that morning was the picture of all who were gathered in the scene.  What I 
mean to say, is that everyone was welcome at the birth of this child: the proclaiming angel, the 
smelly, reeking to high heaven shepherds, mothers, fathers, the foreigner, the wise and the 
not-so-wise.  Everyone was welcome.  A new day has dawned. 
 
From the first verse of the gospel according to Matthew this is emphasized.  The gospel begins: 
“An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (vs. 
1). The gospel begins by telling the genealogy of Jesus in a way that must have puzzled those 
who first read it for a genealogy in those days was traced exclusively through the male lineage. 
Matthew breaks with tradition and includes five women in his list of the ancestors of Jesus and 
not just any five women.  These were women whose lives bore the scars of prostitution and 
incest, of adultery and murder, of foreign blood and foreign living – Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 
Bathsheba and Mary.   
 
Matthew is laying the groundwork from chapter one verse one, even in this seemingly boring 
list of names of those long dead that the new day that is dawning is quite different from 
anything one might be expecting.  
 



And Matthew continues this theme when he introduces the Magi.  We often call them wise 
men, but that is almost surely to assign them a status that would have been unrecognized by 
Matthew’s readers.  Some have suggested they were philosophers; others have called them 
astrologers because of their fascination with the stars.  But whoever they were and wherever 
they came from, Matthew’s point is that they are not from here; these are not hometown folks, 
with hometown values, and hometown upbringing.  These were strangers from some foreign 
land.  
 
Matthew, in the telling of the story, begins to teach the faith community – as he continues to 
teach and remind us – that the saving word of God, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
is not for some, but for all.   
 
Not only men, but women.  Not only Jews, but Gentiles.  Not only the hometown crowd, but 
the stranger.  Not only the shepherd on the hill, but the magi from afar.  And for those on the 
other side of the tracks, the next town over or halfway around the world.   Not only for those 
who believe, but for those who are struggling to believe, and those who have lost their faith, 
and those whose lives bear the scars of unmentionable human pain and sorrow. 
 
A new day has dawned. 
 
As you journey into this new year keep your eyes on it.  Gaze at the star which comes and rests 
over the place where the infant Jesus lay.  Focus on it.  Fix it firmly in your mind.   
 
And know that everyone – that you are welcome there: whoever you are, wherever you have 
come from, whatever you’ve been up to.  A place for you along with the proclaiming angel, the 
reeking shepherds, mothers, fathers, the neighbor, the foreigner, the wise and the not-so-wise. 
 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13). 
 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, 
+Larry 
 
The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
 
 
 
 


