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Report of the ABT Synod Delegates to the  
Sixteenth Biennial National Convention of the ELCIC 

July 6-8, 2017 - Winnipeg, Manitoba 
 

Introduction - (description: Logo of Convention) 

The sixteenth biennial national convention of the ELCIC took place on the University of Manitoba 
campus in Winnipeg on July 6-8, 2017, under the Lutheran World Federation theme for this 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation, “Liberated by God’s Grace.” The convention is the opportunity for delegates 
and church officers to conduct the business of the church, worship together, hear from our partners in 
ministry, and plan and look forward to where the church is going next.  
  
Change slide (description: group shot of ABT delegation    photo credit: Bishop Larry Kochendorfer) 
Convention Format     

This is the first year of a smaller convention delegation, meaning that fewer delegates attended on 
behalf of each synod rather than the former process of having one delegate from each congregation.  The 
Alberta and Territories Synod was represented by a diverse group of 27 people from across the region 
comprised of 2 youth, l5 lay, and 10 rostered individuals. These delegates gathered in Red Deer a month 
prior to the convention to learn how best to represent the synod and participate in the convention. This 
report has been prepared to communicate to synod congregations how the 150 delegates, accompanied by 
visitors and guests, engaged in matters of church and world over three days. 
 
Change slide (description: opening service, Willard Metzger, Bishop Susan, Bishop Larry    photo credit: Rev Andre 
Lavergne, Rev Barbara Groote) 
Worship    

Eucharistic worship opened and closed the convention in the meeting hall, with Willard Metzger of 
Mennonite Church Canada preaching at the opening service  

 
Change slide - (description: closing service, The Right Rev. Jordan Cantwell   photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne) 

and the Right Rev. Jordan Cantwell of the United Church of Canada preaching at the closing service. 
Morning prayer began each day’s business session.  
 
Change slide - (description: Thanksgiving for Baptism, St Gianna Beretta Molla Roman Catholic Church;  Reformation 
Commemoration Service; Roman Catholic Archbishop Richard Gagnon of Winnipeg   
photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne)  

A moving National Reformation Commemoration Service was also held one evening off-site at St. Gianna 
Beretta Molla Roman Catholic Church at which Roman Catholic Archbishop Richard Gagnon of Winnipeg 
read the gospel, and our ELCIC National Bishop Susan Johnson preached.  That service included participation 
from some of our ecumenical partners and was open to guests, many of whom came from local area 
Lutheran congregations. 
 
Change slide - (description: Bishop Munib Younan            photo credit:  Rev Andre Lavergne) 
Proclamation   

The theme, “Liberated by God’s Grace,” was central to the worship and witness of our time together, 
and was addressed very passionately by the opening keynote address of Dr. Munib Younan, Bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy Land and past president of the Lutheran World 
Federation, who considered the gift and challenge of each the three LWF subthemes. He spoke, for example, 
of how a message of “salvation not for sale” runs counter to a prosperity gospel that denies the free gift of 
grace. He noted that the subtheme of “human beings not for sale” challenges us to work for the dignity of 
all people in the face of international exploitation of the vulnerable through human trafficking and child 
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soldiers.  And he noted that the premise of “creation not for sale” calls on us to recognize that abusing God’s 
gift of creation has human costs which affect the world’s poorest communities.  He inspired us to consider 
what it means to be witnesses of grace and love to the whole human race. 

 
Witness 
Change slide - (description: Bishop Susan Johnson  photo credit:  Rev Andre Lavergne) 

National Bishop Susan Johnson’s report to the convention spoke of what it means for the 
 ELCIC to be a church in Mission for others through our four national strategic directions: spiritual renewal, 
healthy church, compassionate justice, and effective partnership, all undergirded by our hope in Christ that 
will not disappoint us. 
 
Change slide - (description: Reformation Challenge, at the time of convention       
            Photo credit: http://www.elcic.ca/ReformationChallenge/default.cfm) 

Another source of simultaneous inspiration and call to action was an update on the Reformation 
Challenge which was issued to the whole church for these two years leading up to the 500th Anniversary of 
the Reformation. The goals were deliberately set very high as something for which to aspire: supporting 500 
refugees, planting 500,000 trees in Canada and around the world, raising funds for 500 scholarships for the 
School in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy Land, and raising $500,000 for the Lutheran 
World Federation Endowment Fund. At the time of the convention, one goal was surpassed, with the 
sponsorship of 536 refugees.  As for the other goals, 74,121 trees had been planted, 150 scholarships 
supported, and $145,052 pledged to the LWF Endowment Fund.  The campaign continues as we move 
toward the Reformation anniversary in October, 2017.   
 
Change slide - (description: Reformation Challenge, at the time of convention          photo credit: 
http://www.elcic.ca/ReformationChallenge/default.cfm) 
 
Change slide - (description:  Leadership award, Don Storch     photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne) 
Convention Agenda 

The rhythm of the convention moves between worship and reports, elections and guest 
presentations. This was the first year that the ELCIC initiated a Leadership Award, which was presented to 
Don Storch of Victoria for his tireless volunteer service to the church. 
 
Change slide - (description:  Sheila Hamilton, Rev J Hendricksen    photo credit: ELCIC;  Rev Dr James 
Hendricksen) 
Church Business 

On the matter of church business, elections to church offices took place over the first two days.  
Bishop Susan Johnson is in midterm, as are numerous representatives to National Church Council and other 
national committees who were not up for re-election.  However, the convention held an election for Vice 
Chair of National Church Council, re-electing Sheila Hamilton of the Eastern Synod, who had just finished 
her first term. Of the open positions on National Church Council, Rev. Dr. James Hendrickson filled the 
ordained position open for the ABT Synod. 
 
Change slide - (description:  motion 1 and 2) 

Like the Convention itself, National Church Council, the elected body of the national church which 
conducts the business of the church between conventions, is now smaller, comprised of twelve members 
rather than sixteen.  Several key motions were presented to the convention for vote by National Church 
Council. 
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Of note are two motions. The first was to invite delegates to adopt an ELCIC Statement to Muslims 
in Canada. In response to a growing number of Muslims in Canada and a significant rise in prejudice, 
intolerance, misunderstanding, and violence directed towards them, the ELCIC feels called to “affirm our 
respect for people of the Muslim faith and for Islam.” This motion was strongly supported in a vote by 
convention delegates. 

 
The second significant motion from National Church Council, unanimously supported by delegates, 

was a call for the ELCIC to adopt a new resource, Encouraging People of Other Faiths—Interfaith Guidelines. 
This motion addresses the reality that compared to 25 years ago, when we ask the question, “Who are our 
neighbours?” today, we recognize that the number of people of other faiths in Canada has grown 
dramatically, while the percentage of Christians has shrunk. In this context, the new interfaith guidelines for 
our church invite us to learn about other faiths, connect with them, pray for them as our neighbors, and act 
in ways that foster good relations such as joint interfaith service projects for local communities. We are 
encouraged to respond in this way because of the love of Jesus “in ways that are humble and welcoming, 
merciful and loving, credible and inviting” for we are called to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
 
Change slide - (description:  assembly and annual report covers. photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne) 

Two other motions presented for vote by National Church Council accomplished the necessary 
financial business of approving the audited financial statements for 2016 and passing the budgets for 2018 
and 2019.  

 
Ongoing work for National Church Council over the next two years before the next national 

convention includes receiving input from the online study guide – Decisions at the End of Life, striking a 
“Model Constitution” task force to provide guidelines for congregational constitutions, revising Inclusive 
Language Guidelines, and developing a strategic plan for the national church for the next five years. 

 Resolutions also came from delegates during the convention, some of which were recommended 
to National Church Council for further consideration, and others voted for on the convention floor.  One 
example of a resolution that was approved by voting delegates was a call for the ELCIC to support the Basic 
Income Guarantee initiative, with supporting letters going to the prime minister and provincial/territorial 
premiers.  

All of this business is the essential responsibility of delegates representing the synods of the ELCIC, 
the convention being the highest decision-making body of the national church. 
 
Change slide - (description:  B Granke, Hove, Hillis. photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne) 
Other Reports 
 Also included in convention business are reports from partner bodies such as CLWR, whose 
Executive Director, Bob Granke, spoke of the strong financial support for refugees through the Reformation 
Challenge and in face of the Syrian Refugee Crisis, reporting $3.75 million raised in the last two years. He 
also spoke of the strong support for the immediate need of the Ethiopian famine, with the federal 
government presently offering a matching grant for donations given. 
 The two church schools, LCBI at Outlook SK and Luther College at Regina SK, hold their corporation 
meetings at the convention because they are schools that belong to the ELCIC.  Both schools proposed 
changes to their way of governance, keeping them connected to the ELCIC but allowing them some greater 
autonomy around board representation and budget adoption because the national church is soon going to 
a triennial rather than biennial cycle, making it more difficult for both schools to run ongoing operations 
with three-year budgets and plans.  
 A wellness fair, book sale, and various displays were popular spots during coffee breaks.  
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Change slide – (description: group picture of panel. photo credit: Rev Dr Marc Jerry)  
Ecumenical Panel 
 One of the highlights of this Reformation 500 convention was the deliberate engagement of our 
ecumenical partners in ministry.  Not only were they involved in leadership roles in worship times, but one 
business session included an ecumenical panel of guests representing the Catholic, United Church, 
Presbyterian, Anglican, Lutheran, and Mennonite faith traditions, addressing the significance of the 
Commemoration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation and implications going forward. Many of their 
responses were thought-provoking and insightful: 
 
Change slide - (description: portrait. photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne) 

• Archbishop Richard Gagnon (Catholic): We need to focus on what we have in common and 
build more dialogue at local levels. 

 
Change slide - (description: portrait. photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne) 

• United Church of Canada Moderator, Right Rev. Jordan Cantwell: Colonialism is in the DNA 
of our churches’ history.  We need to see the image of the Creator in each one and see the 
gospel through the eyes of the marginalized. 

 
Change slide - (description: portrait. photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne) 

• Rev. Dr. Canon Alison Barnett Cowan (Anglican): The church always needs renewal. It often 
comes from places we don’t expect, such as the margins. 

 
Change slide - (description: portrait. photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne) 

• Rev. Dr. Kathryn Johnson, ELCA:  We have begun a dialogue we couldn’t have imagined five 
years ago. We need to be bold and hopeful. 

 
Change slide - (description: portrait. photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne) 

• Presbyterian Moderator, Rev. Peter Busch: Our ethno-central leanings are strong, but new 
people are coming to the table. Churches will look very different in the next 500 years. 

 
Change slide - (description: portrait. photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne) 

• Executive Director, Mennonite Church Canada, Willard Metzger: There is always something 
to be reformed.  The challenge is recognizing what it is. This is an opportunity not a threat.  

 
Change slide - (description: portrait. photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne) 

• Anglican Church of Canada Primate Fred Hiltz: Evangelism is designed to serve not to 
conquer. In trying to make others in our image, we have failed them, we have failed God, we 
have failed ourselves. 

 
Change slide - (description: portrait. photo credit: Rev Andre Lavergne) 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission  

Another powerful contribution to the convention was a presentation by Kaila Johnston from the 
National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation. She urged delegates to not be overwhelmed by the 94 
recommendations and 46 calls to action of the TRC report. Rather she suggested, ‘just pick one’ and learn 
about it, try to understand it, explore the options, recognize the contributions made to it, take action to 
address the wrong, and teach others about it 
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Change slide - (description:  assembly and committee of the whole. photo credit: Rev Dr. Marc Jerry, ELCIC) 
Future Hopes 

Finally, convention delegates also had opportunity to imagine and dream, sharing at tables and then 
briefly as a whole what they might hope for in the next 500 years of the church. As we, the delegates, bring 
our report back to you, the people of the ELCIC in the ABT Synod, we encourage you, too, to engage in 
opportunities and live out of the hope that we are “Liberated by God’s Grace,” free to be in Mission for 
others, faithful witnesses to God’s love as the next 500 years begin to unfold.  
 
Compiled by Rev. Barbara Groote, Diaconal Minister, Dr. Faith Nostbakken, and Mr. Wayne Street, Synod 
Council Chair.  
 
Photo credits:   
Rev Barbara Groote 
Rev Dr. James Hendricksen 
Rev Dr. Marc Jerry 
Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  
Rev Andre Lavergne 
 
ELCIC website  
http://www.elcic.ca/ReformationChallenge/default.cfm 

http://www.elcic.ca/ReformationChallenge/default.cfm

