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The Wise and the Not So Wise 
  
“The Three Not-So-Wisemen,” a play written by a congregational 
member for children, youth and several adults, told the story of the 
wisemen of biblical fame who journey following a star, to Jerusalem 
and King Herod, and to a manger stall in Bethlehem. The play also 
told the hilarious parallel story of three not-so-wisemen named: 
Goldie, Frank, and Murray, who after many misadventures arrive 
surprised, unsure, and dumbfounded in Jerusalem, where they too 

meet King Herod, and finally kneel themselves before the Christ-child. 

 

 

I laughed with everyone as the drama unfolded, and as the youngest children took their 
place in the manger scene dressed as the animals, shepherds, and angels along with 
Mary and Joseph and a doll named Jesus – and I found that I was getting a little choked 
up. In fact, I fought back the tears as the wisemen – and the not-so-wisemen – knelt 
before the baby. 
 

What stirred me that morning was the picture of all who were gathered in the scene. 
What I mean to say, is that everyone was welcome at the birth of this child: the 
proclaiming angel, the smelly, reeking to high heaven shepherds, mothers, fathers, the 
foreigner, the wise and the not-so-wise. Everyone was welcome. A new day has 
dawned. 
 

From the first verse of the gospel according to Matthew this is emphasized. The gospel 
begins: “An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham” (vs. 1). The gospel begins by telling the genealogy of Jesus in a way that 
must have puzzled those who first read it, for a genealogy in those days was traced 
exclusively through the male lineage. Matthew breaks with tradition and includes five 
women in his list of the ancestors of Jesus … and not just any five women. These were 
women whose lives bore the scars of prostitution and incest, of adultery and murder, of 
foreign blood and foreign living – Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba and Mary.   
 

Matthew is laying the groundwork from chapter one, verse one, even in this seemingly 
boring list of names of those long dead, that the new day that is dawning is quite 
different from anything one might be expecting.  
 

And Matthew continues this theme when he introduces the Magi. We often call them 
wise men, but that is almost surely to assign them a status that would have been 
unrecognized by Matthew’s readers. Some have suggested they were philosophers; 
others have called them astrologers because of their fascination with the stars. But 
whoever they were and wherever they came from, Matthew’s point is that they are not 
from here; these are not hometown folks, with hometown values, and hometown 
upbringing. These were strangers from some foreign land.  
 

Matthew, in the telling of the story, begins to teach the faith community – as he 
continues to teach and remind us – that the saving word of God, the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, is not for some, but for all.   
 

Not only men, but women. Not only Jews, but Gentiles. Not only the hometown crowd, 
but the stranger. Not only the shepherd on the hill, but the magi from afar … and for 
those on the other side of the tracks, the next town over or halfway around the world. 
Not only for those who believe, but for those who are struggling to believe, and those 
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who have lost their faith, and those whose lives bear the scars of unmentionable human 
pain and sorrow. A new day has dawned. 
 

As you journey into this new year keep your eyes on it. Gaze at the star that comes and 
rests over the place where the infant Jesus lay. Focus on it. Fix it firmly in your mind.   
 

And know that everyone – that you are welcome there: whoever you are, wherever you 
have come from, whatever you’ve been up to. A place for you along with the proclaiming 
angel, the reeking shepherds, mothers, fathers, the neighbor, the foreigner, the wise and 
the not-so-wise. 
 
By Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop, Synod of Alberta and the Territories   
 
Two Churches, Two Bishops, One Communion – Unity! 

 
The Camrose observance of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity began on Sunday, January 19, with 
the ELCIC Lutherans of Bethel welcoming Anglican 
Bishop Jane Alexander and the congregation of Saint 
Andrew’s. Bishop Alexander celebrated the Eucharist 
using the Lutheran liturgy. A “Q & A” and tasty lunch 
followed. 
 

The next Sunday, Saint Andrew’s was pleased to 
host Bethel and ELCIC Bishop Larry Kochendorfer of 
the Synod of Alberta and the Territories. His wife, 
Cathy, accompanied him. One hundred and fourty 
Lutherans and Anglicans filled our parish church to 
capacity. Bishop Kochendorfer led our Eucharist 
using the Anglican liturgical rite. During this 
celebration, Fynn Cameron (born this past summer) 
became the newest member of Saint Andrew’s 

through holy baptism. Lunch afterwards was indeed a family gathering.  

 

Bishop Larry Kochendorfer at St. Andrew’s Anglican

Bishop Jane Alexander (left) 
at Bethel Lutheran with 
Pastor Bonnie Arends 
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The full communion unity that exists between our two sister churches gave us a shared 
reason to rejoice. And, we did! 
 
By The Venerable Jacques deG, Vaillancourt CD, Rector, St. Andrew’s, Camrose
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Won’t You Be My Neighbour?  

Around the 
Synod 

 

 

 
 

 
Coming Events 

 
The Church Council Workshop will be held Saturday, March 22 
at Grace Lutheran Church, Wetaskiwin, Alta. Guest speaker, 
Karen Wilk, is a national team member for Forge Canada as well 
as a missional leader developer for the Christian Reformed 
Church in North America. She lives in Edmonton, Alta.  
 

Afternoon workshop sessions are: Truth and Reconciliation; 
Mission in the Neighbourhood; Planned Giving; Help for 
Treasurers; and Media Resources for Ministry. 
 
Lay Pastoral Assistant’s Courses 
 
Acknowledging the biblical teaching of the “priesthood of all 
believers”, these LPA courses are open for all to attend.  
 

May 10:  “Baptism” by Rev. Ryan Andersen – at Good Shepherd, Red Deer 
September 13: “Missions” by Rev. Lee Woolery – at Our Saviour, Calgary 
 
“Living Worship – Shaping Life … in the Potter’s Hand” 
 
It will be here before you know it! Plan to attend the Fifteenth Biennial Convention for the 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories June 19-21 at University of Alberta – Augustana 
Campus, Camrose, 4901 – 46 Avenue.  
 

Keynote speakers Alan J. Roxburgh (introducing the missional church concept) and 
Michael Harvey (author of “Back to Church Sunday”) will surprise you with your church’s 
potential. Together we will worship, learn, conduct necessary business and support each 
other in ministry. 
 

For details on these events, contact the Synod of Alberta and the Territories at 780-439-
2636 or email at info@albertasynod.ca. 
 

 

Join Mount Olivet 
Lutheran Church 

 

Saturday, March 1, 2014 
 

for Carnaval Colombia 
 

a dinner, dance and auction 
with comedian Paul Sveen. 

Help make structural repairs  
at the True Vine Centre - 
an education facility in 

Bogota, Colombia. 
 

 
 

This event will be held at the Sawmill Banquet Centre, 76 Ave & 38 St, Edmonton, AB. 
 
 

For Carnaval Colombia tickets, sponsorships and donations contact: 
 Rashelle Babij at  (780) 464 - 6245 or Rita Dutra at (780) 449 - 4634. 

 
 

See the complete brochure at:    www.mountolivet.ca   >   How We Share   >   Colombia 
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Ecumenical Action: 
 

Big Things in Small Places: February 27 – March 1 
 
CiRCLe M Rural Ministry Conference, an ecumenical gathering will take place from 
February 27 to March 1, 2014 (Thursday afternoon to Saturday Noon) at Next Christian 
Community Church in St. Albert, Alberta. Workshop topics will 
include: Healing of a broken church; Calling to rural ministry; 
Preparing rural congregations for disaster; Ethnostress – impacts 
of complex Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder in First Nations 
populations; Mentoring young rural pastors; and more! 
 
The keynote speaker is The Right Reverend Mark MacDonald, 
who has been Canada’s first National Indigenous Anglican 
Bishop since 2007. He has had a long and varied ministry, and 
has authored and co-authored several publications touching on 
topics such as 'sacramental connections between faith and the environment' and 'joining 
multiculturalism and evangelism'. In 2013 he became national president for the World 
Council of Churches. As our country's pastoral leader to Anglican Indigenous peoples, 
Bishop MacDonald advocates to all Canadians for a return to the gospel where there is 
understanding, reconciliation and love between Indigenous and non - Indigenous 
peoples.  
 

For more information, visit their website at http://www.circle-m.ca/ and click on “Our Next 
Rural Ministry Conference” on the home page. 
 

You can also read a feature story 
on Bishop MacDonald that was 
written by Bob Bettson and 
appears in the current 
(January/February) issue of 
Canada Lutheran. 

2014 Anglican/Lutheran 
National Worship Conference, 

Edmonton, July 20-23, 2014 
 

Providence Renewal Center, 3005-119 St. NW 
 

For more information and to register online, visit: 
www.nationalworshipconference.org   
 
 

Register before June 15 for the “early bird” rate.  

 

Also available are special rates for students and 
congregational groups registering multiple 
members at one time. 

 
Ecumenical Music 
Workshop for Church 
Musicians: Joy Berg 
 
The Leduc Area Music Teachers 
Association is hosting a workshop 
with Dr. Joy Berg on Thursday, 
Feb. 20, 11:00-1:00 pm, at Peace 
Lutheran Church in Leduc, AB. 

The workshop, “Leading the 
Congregation in their Song”, is 
designed to provide useful tips to 
all church musicians, regardless 
of denomination or musical 
worship style.  
 

RSVP: to unrau6@telus.net  
Workshop Fee:  $15.00  
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25th Annual Ecumenical Women’s Gathering 
Images of Spirituality at Entheos Retreat Centre April 4 – 6 
 

 

2012 Planning Committee and Leader: left to right - Pauline Hoskin, Margaret Hunziker, 
Ruth Lund, the Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow, Nancy Stock, Barb Romain, Lorraine Pachal 
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Something keeps drawing me back after the first Images of Spirituality, an ecumenical 
women’s weekend held in 1989. 
 

Maybe it’s the music –“Ruah, Ruah, Breath of God within me”, “Weave, weave, weave 
us together” and “Come and find the quiet centre.” Women’s strong voices have led me 
to a deeper level of comfort, oneness with God. They have also led me to dance with the 
joy of God. 
 

Sometimes I feel it is the place - Entheos Retreat Centre’s gathering room with the metal 
sculpture of Jesus on the wall where many people have prayed, praised, listened, 
danced, and had their lives changed. And Entheos’ food:  we know the cinnamon buns 
on Friday night; the plentiful and delicious meals that are modified as needed. 
 

Leaders have included lay and ordained women from Anglican, Roman Catholic, 
Lutheran, United Church, Jewish, Presbyterian, and Christian Missionary Alliance. I have 
laughed with delight, wept with their stories, yelled out the psalms, and shared my own 
stories in an atmosphere of openness, support, creativity, and Christian love. 
 

Perhaps it is the call to explore feminine images of God and feminine examples of faith. 
There is no right or wrong way here, no judgement of what, who or how God or the 
Creator should be seen. We know and love Jesus; we are searching for the holy, the 
peace, the love that we have felt and know exists. We are sisters on the journey. 
 

I have been elated with Saturday night’s entertainment which has included a monologue 
of Julian of Norwich; Jewish dancing; everyone drumming; improv of Bible stories 
including Noah’s wife on a chair saying she wouldn’t stay on the ark because there were 
mice. The wine and cheese treats afterward have often been the doorway to many long 
conversations with old and new friends. 
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Definitely Sunday morning Communion 
is always the highlight of the weekend. 
Everyone participates; there is no 
audience in comfortable pews. 
Participation involves preparations of 
music, decorations, scripture reading, 
intercessory prayer, and offering - all 
different every year. Over the years we 
have had decorations of crafts made 
over the weekend; butterfly nametags; 
scarves draped around the feet of the 
Jesus; rocks picked up from a walk 
along the paths or the old riverbed. 
Favourite and newly learned music is 
chosen and practiced for the service. 
Participants have been struck by the 
immediacy of hearing the truth Jesus 
spoke as if it were being spoken to them 
personally. Beside the bread and wine, 
the offering has included poems written, 
prayer boxes painted, and dancing 
learned. As the women share the 
consecrated bread and wine, it is truly 
heard  “The body of Christ broken for 
you” and “The blood of Christ shed for 
you”. 
 

For me the draw to return again this 
year is not one aspect of the gathering. I 
am called by the theme Exploring the 
Creative Breath of God; the leaders, 
Kathie MacDuff and Julianne Barlow; 
the music; and the holy place, Entheos. 
But if all these did not exist, I would be 
called by the promise of being a part of 
the preparations and celebrations where 
I can contribute and participate in the 
breaking of bread and sharing of wine in 
memory and thanksgiving for the life of 
Jesus and the Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

For more information and registration: 
www.imagesofspirituality.ca  
 
By Pauline L.A. Hoskin 
 
 
 

1997:  Judith Robinson enthralled everyone in 
her monologue of Elizabeth, the mother of John 
the Baptist. 

 

2002: The Rev. Judy Chapman, Worship Leader

Session Leader: Kathie MacDuff -
journalist, graphic designer and artist 
 
 

Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Julianne 
Barlow, Assistant for Mission, Synod 
of Alberta and the Territories  
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A Family Affair 

 
Since time travel is not yet a 
reality we rely most often on family 
“to have and to hold” information 
and memories that will put smiles 
on our faces or tears in our eyes 
when looking into the past. We 
might also notice that as 
generations roll, one from another, 
that traits and characteristics roll 
with them. The Goos family is one 
such family.  
 

“The father of the Lutheran 
College and Seminary of 
Saskatoon”, the Rev. Prof. Jürgen 
Goos was born in 1864 to a 
Christian family in Northern 
Germany. He wanted to be a 
missionary, but in the end, his 
path lead him another direction … 
he became a pastor and sailed to 
North America at the age of 23. 
 

In Ontario he served three 
parishes, fell in love with Louise 
Schierholtz, married and had 9 
children before moving West in 
1903 on the advice of his doctor. 
The cure for his debilitating hay  
fever was found at St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church in the dryer climate of Spruce Grove, at that time still part of the 
Northwest Territories. This is where the memories of his son, Ernst, begin. 

The wedding: Rev. Jürgen Goos & Louise Schierholtz

 

“I was only four years old when we left Ontario for the Canadian West,” he said, but I can 
still remember the clang of the bell and the smell of the coal-burning locomotive.” 
 

In Spruce Grove the family lived in the parsonage that served as both chapel and living 
quarters until the church could be built. “Father was a gardener and friend of nature,” 
said Ernst. Gardens were planted and tended, Manitoba Maple tree seeds were sown 
and transplanted until a grove of trees grew up to shelter the house. Jürgen and Louise 
even won prizes at the Stony Plain fair for their produce and preserves. 
 

From time to time trips to Edmonton were necessary, and on one occasion Ernst drove 
his parents to catch the train at Spruce Grove Centre. “When we noticed that we would 
not make it in time, we drove toward the railway on the next crossroad, where my father 
flagged the train. It stopped and my parents were off to Edmonton!” 
 

Those trips to Edmonton became more frequent when Jürgen Goos was called by the 
church to head a school that would train future pastors in Western Canada. And so, the 
family, with four more children and one cow, moved to Edmonton in 1913. Jürgen 
immersed himself in fundraising for the new school that was to be centrally located in the 
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“Hub City” of Saskatoon, SK. The older boys took paper routes to help with household 
expenses. 
 

The year 1914 was memorable for the Goos family for two reasons … war broke out and 
the family moved again … this time to Saskatoon, already a city of perhaps 35,000 
people. The college building on 8th street was to have been completed that year, but so 
many men enlisted in the army there were few left to do the work and finances were 
tight. Now president and dean of the institution, Professor Goos forged ahead with 
fundraising, but as Dr. Conrad Kleiner, later professor of Lutheran Theological Seminary 
writes, “More than once on a Saturday night there was not enough money to pay the 
workers.” 
 

“I believe that year of enlisting funds and begging the builders to move was the most 
harassing experience in Father’s life,” said Ernst. 
 

Finish it they did, and then added a girl’s residence and a second larger building with 
classrooms, offices, library and common room. In 1918  Rev. H.W. Harms became the 
principal, which allowed Professor Jürgen Goos to concentrate on seminary instruction 
and also leadership of the ministry at Trinity Lutheran, which was in financial difficulty at 
the time. “To help lighten their burden,” Ernst remembered, “he took over the mortgage 
on their parsonage and lived there until he died in 1939.” 
 

Two years before his death, Professor Goos 
was honoured with the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity, honoris causa, the first bestowed by the 
college to which he devoted much of his life. 
 

Three of Jürgen and Louise’s sons also became 
pastors … Adelbert in 1916; Ernst in 1922 and 
Otto in 1931, the latter two ordained by their 
father. Two grandchildren became pastors, one 
a pastor’s wife, another a deaconess, and yet 
another the Director of Lutheran Social Services 
in the Chicago area of Illinois. Many, including 
great-grandchildren, have maintained their 
connection with the church. 
 

There are few actual memories of Dr. Goos that 
exist in the minds of his grandchildren. They 
were still too young when he died. But they 
have all paid attention to the stories that have 
been handed down. Walter Goos, son of Ernst, 
says, “I have a photo of my grandfather that I 
especially like. It depicts his serious, orderly 
mean, but I also see the twinkle of mischief he 
could show. My dad told me that one Sunday 
the family was sitting in church and the minister 
was preaching on the “New Jerusalem”. Grandpa stood up and said, ‘Can someone pull 
the blind down so the New Jerusalem sun doesn’t blind us?’ ”   

The Rev. Prof. Jürgen Goos: 
“Father of the Lutheran College and 

Seminary of Saskatoon” 

 

Stories … to have, to hold, and to share. 
 
By Colleen McGinnis, with thanks to the Goos family - especially George and Tim Goos for their 
detailed compilations 
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Sod Turning at Hastings Lake Lutheran Bible Camp 

 
Hastings Lake Lutheran Bible Camp (HLLBC) near 
Edmonton and Camrose, Alta., has raised enough 
money (75% of our goal) to begin construction of a 
replacement building for the aging Solomon’s 
Hall. A sod turning celebration was held Sunday, 
September 22, 2013 as part of our Thanksgiving 
Sunday activities and was officiated by Pastor Karl 
Faltin of Stettler, Alta., with participants from many 
different age groups. Because of the deteriorating 
condition of Solomon’s Hall, it was decided to 
replace the building instead of renovating it. The 
new building will contain both meeting rooms and 
dorm rooms and will give the camp a structure that can be used outside of the normal 
summer camping season. It is handicap and seniors friendly, is self-contained, provides 
a safe haven during severe weather and gives the camp flexibility to house different 
groups on each of the two floors. God has truly blessed HLLBC in its 75th year of 
operation. Donations for this and other capital projects are still being accepted. Check 
the HLLBC website at www.hastingslake.com for further information. 
 

By Norman Skretting, Promotions Chair, HLLBC 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Andrew Carlson, really getting into 
his work!

Listen to the musical harmonies of  “Potter’s Clay” at Messiah Lutheran, Camrose  on 
Sunday, Feb 23 at 3:00 & support Hastings Lake Bible Camp with your free will offering.
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L to R: Ed Grue, Curtis Satre, Ivar Saugen, Pastor 
Laverne Hoveland 
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Trinity Lutheran, Falun – Sharing and Caring 
 
After 85 years (est. 1933) of 
serving their community, Trinity 
Lutheran of Falun, AB went out 
with gusto. Facing declining 
membership and participation 
the congregation made the 
difficult decision to dissolve 
and bring an end to this once 
active church. But like a seed 
planted, grown into a plant, and 
finally tilled back into the earth, 
it continues to supply 
nourishment for other seeds to 
grow. This is how we can view 
what has happened to Trinity, 
for their building is still active, having been sold to another congregation looking for a 
worship space, and their funds have been invested in other ministries. 
 

“Let each of you look not only to your own interests but also to the interests of others.” (Phil 2:4) 
 

After reconciling all their assets the council decided that they would disperse the 
proceeds for the benefit of others. We here at Mulhurst Lutheran Church Camp are 
one of the beneficiaries of this 
good will. Trinity has been a 
member church of our camp for 
many years and has bequeathed 
to us a gift of $10,000 to support 
the work we do. We thank them for 
this generous donation and 
commit to put it to good use as we 
continue to grow and serve. 
Others will benefit as well through 
their donations to the Global 
Hunger Development Association, 
Alberta Synod SOS fund (support our students); Lutheran Missionary to El Salvador, 
Pastor Brian Rude; and CLWR (Canadian Lutheran World Relief). Trinity also presented 
gifts to the surrounding community by supporting the local Salvation Army Christmas 
appeal, the Pigeon Lake Santa’s Elves, and contributing to the future upkeep of several 
area cemeteries (Dalby Lutheran, St. John’s Lutheran, Finnish Lutheran, and St. Paul’s 
Waldhiem Lutheran Cemetery).  
 

“Let your light so shine before other that they 
may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” (Matt 5:16) 
 

May all those involved with Trinity, Falun 
know that they have been a blessing. We 
are all blessed with your sharing and caring. 
 
To the glory of God, Mulhurst Lutheran Camp 
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Loose Change Offering Challenge:
 
 

Save the change from Sunday school 
offerings or Lenten service funds, and 
keep Mulhurst Camp in mind! Build a 
statue of coins, take a photo and send it 
to office@mulhurstlutherancamp.ca.  

 
 

Funds raised can be targeted towards 
crafts, special projects, or sponsorship 
of campers.  Marg Daly, Camp Director 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church – on the day of closing
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Memories of Christmas Past … with Banners and Brass 
 

A Banner Season at Trinity, Whitehorse 
 
What’s in a name?  The people of Trinity 
Evangelical, Whitehorse, would ask that 
question as we journeyed through Advent. We 
explored the meaning of the names of Christ 
Child from the Isaiah readings. We had four 
names to ponder:  Emmanuel, Prince of Peace, 
Branch of Jesse and Salvation. Brenda Petriw, 
was excited about the worship plans for the 
Advent season.   
 

The bulletins were colourful and beautiful. The 
chosen hymns, relative and meaningful. The 
names inspired contemplation. Brenda began 
thinking about a way to visually represent our 
Advent theme, and thought a banner for each 
Sunday would help us to focus on each name.   
 

At Trinity, on the last Sunday of each month, we 
have an intergenerational worship service, with 
an activity our whole community can take part 
in. And so, on Christ the King Sunday, 
November 27th, we divided into four groups, 
each group cutting out letters and placing them 
on the quilt squares prepared by Brenda. 
Cutting and taping was accompanied by lively 
discussion about the name of the banner each 
group worked on, and it’s relevance for us, as 
we prepared for the season of Advent. The 
result:  four beautiful banners, made collectively 
by the congregation, that add beauty to our 
Advent worship. I’d say it has been a banner 
season for each of us.  
 
By Rev. Deborah Moroz, Trinity, Whitehorse, Yukon 
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Epiphany in Brass – A Journey with the Wise Men 
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On January 5, St. John Lutheran Church of Golden Spike, Spruce Grove, took visitors 
on a magical, musical journey through the events that followed the birth of Jesus.  
 

St. John’s own Gordon Drever was the tour guide, narrating events according to 
Matthew 2: 1-12.  In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem asking, “Where is the child who has been born King of the 
Jews? For we have observed his star at it’s rising and have come to pay him homage.” 
 

Lighting the way were Edmonton Symphony members Brian Sand and Russell 
Whitehead (trumpets), Mary Fearon (horn), Kathryn Macintosh (trombone) and Scott 
Whetham (tuba). The wise men were given their voices by trumpet, horn and trombone, 
and Herod by the tuba.  
 

Contemporary American composer, John Harbison, was born in New Jersey in 1938. He 
wrote the score for Christmas Vespers in 1988 and is credited with numerous other 
compositions throughout his musical career. Mr. Harbison’s music is distinguished by its 
resourcefulness and expressive range … a joy to perform, and a joy to hear. 
 
  By Donna Pederson and Ruth Jensen, Messiah, Camrose. “KRYSTAAL” – In Concert at St. Matthew’s  Lutheran, Spruce Grove 

 

Michel, Fabian and Aliston Lwamba were born and raised in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, formerly Zaire, and in 1989 barely survived the Lubumbashi student massacre in South 
Eastern Congo. They were separated and spent over five years in refugee camps. Michel and 
Aliston re-linked and were fortunate to get sponsorship to come to Canada. They assumed 
Fabian had been killed. By sheer miracle, Fabian found his brothers and joined them here. The 
trio formed the music group " KRYSTAAL" and have been sharing their testimony since.   
 

Krystaal is partnering with World Vision and will hold a concert at St. Matthew’s, Spruce Grove 
on Friday, February 28th at 7:30pm. Free admission. A free-will offering will be collected. 

 
 

For information: contact Rev. Aaron Schnell, pastor@sprucegrovelutheran.ca 
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Retired Rostered Leaders and Spouses to Gather at 
Camp Kuriakos May 13 for Second Annual Event 
 
Bishop Larry Kochendorfer will host a barbeque for retired rostered leaders and their 
spouses at Camp Kuriakos, Sylvan Lake on May 13, beginning at 10:30 am with coffee 
and muffins. Register with the synod office (780-439-2636) by May 7 and get ready for a 
drive in the country, blue skies and sunshine (we hope) sparkling on the water, 
conversation, worship and food, food, food! What could be better?  
 
More than 60 people attended last years gathering on June 11, and at the time Bishop 
Kochendorfer said: “It is my hope that this might be an annual event within our Synod. 
The wisdom and commitment of our elders is appreciated and valued, and vital to our 
partnership in the Gospel.” He got his wish. 
 
Here are a few photos from the 2013 event: 
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Rev. Markus Wilhelm 
was installed as pastor of 

Glory Lutheran Church, Sherwood Park 
on December 14, 2013 
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New Pastor Ordained and Installed at Lakeland Lutheran  

Welcoming Rev. John Boyd (centre) to Lakeland
 

Lakeland Lutheran Church is located in the city of Cold Lake, AB. The city, which is 
about 300 km northeast of Edmonton, lies on the southwest shore of Cold Lake. The 
lake straddles the Alberta/Saskatchewan border and is one of Alberta’s deepest and 
largest fishing lakes. And the church has recently welcomed Pastor John Boyd, who was 
ordained and installed at Lakeland on November 30, 2013.  
 

At Lakeland Lutheran worship is the people: listening to the word of God; receiving grace 
in Baptism and Holy Communion; learning about God’s wonderful acts; awaiting God’s 
promised fulfilment; and responding with prayer, praise and thanksgiving. They are a 
warm and welcoming congregation of many church backgrounds, and now Pastor Boyd 
will add his own unique vision to the church and community. 
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The Missional Church … 
is defined as “gathered believers seeking to join in where God is already at work in 

their particular neighbourhood and community”. 
 

God’s Spirit is calling us to something new. Let our minds and hearts be open to hear 
and follow. Let us have courage to risk, wonder, attempt, fail and learn. 

Let us recognize and celebrate God at work in our midst. 
 

Contact: Julianne Barlow, Assistant for Mission 
julianne@albertasynod.ca or 587-439-1937 (Calgary) 
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Acadia Place and Feed the Hungry is encouraging Calgary residents to bundle up and 
raise cold, hard cash for The Coldest Night of the Year (WALK). 
 

Taking part in the Coldest Night of the Year will help participants understand the 
experience of surviving on the streets during a cold Canadian, Alberta winter, while 
raising funds to aid the work of Acadia Place and Feed the Hungry, in providing much-
needed support to members of our community.  
 

Join thousands of others in 64 cities across Canada on Feb 22, 2014 for a 2, 5 & 10 km 
family-friendly winter fundraising event for Calgary’s homeless, hungry and hurting.  
 

Acadia Place and Feed the Hungry serve the homeless and/or poor in our community by 
providing shelter and food, all supported by a dedicated group of volunteers and staff. 
Acadia Place is a 58 unit affordable housing complex in southeast Calgary. It houses 
families who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. Every Sunday Feed the Hungry 
serves a sit down three-course dinner to approximately 500 guests from Calgary’s 
homeless and low-income families. 
 

This is Calgary’s first year hosting the Coldest Night of the Year, with a fundraising goal 
of $25,000.00. An expected 150 or more walkers and over 20 teams, including staff and 
friends of Acadia Place and Feed the Hungry are expected to brave the cold winter’s 
night. Here are two ways you can show your support: 
 

Sponsorship: You or your company could “sponsor a block” for a $250.00 gift.  
We can provide a charitable tax receipt OR recognition at the event. 

Participation: You could also consider engaging in the WALK by registering a team and 
recruiting 8-10 members to walk and raise money with us that night. 

 

The WALK is something special. It’s fun, challenging and meaningful. Acadia Place and 
Feed the Hungry are also something special and their work and service in our 
community are essential. Please consider joining us by walking and sponsoring this 
great event. To register go to: http://coldestnightoftheyear.org/location/calgary  
 
By Lindsay Lenny, Calgary 

Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, Calgary says: 
 
“The fact is homelessness is a growing issue in our city but it’s an issue that 
we can do a lot to change. In Calgary on any given night, over 3500 people 
are homeless. The true face of homelessness may not be the image that first 
comes to mind. People without a home include those with jobs, women fleeing 
violence, children and the elderly.”  Our Saviour is ready to help … they’ve set 
up their own team of five to brave the cold on February 22! 
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Reverend Ernie Hinojosa Comes to Alberta May 6 - 9 
 
Trinity Lutheran, Edmonton presents a Discipleship 
and Mission Workshop dealing with the declining 
interest in “church”. Rev Hinojosa comes to us all 
the way from Texas where he has been a frequent 
speaker and resource person in evangelism and 
outreach for the ELCA.  

 

Rev. Ernie Hinojosa 
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In October 2012 and April 2013 he conducted 
workshops in Saskatchewan to rave reviews, as 
several Alberta folk will attest to. He will teach 8 
fundamental principles equipping us to “raise people 
up” and “send people out” and then he’ll show us 
how to apply these principals in our own life and 
ministry within the workshop and beyond.  
 
To get “earlybird” pricing, register before March 14. 
For more information: www.albertasynod.ca  > Missional Formation – Opportunities.  
 
A Crying Shame … restoring healthy relations 
 
Beginning as early as 1870 residential schools were set up in Canada to eliminate 
parental involvement in the intellectual, cultural, and spiritual development of Aboriginal 
children. It finally ended in 1996, but during that time more than 150,000 First Nations, 
Metis and Inuit were removed from their homes … their lives, their families, their 
connection to their history turned upside-down. At least 4100 children died while in 
residential schools. More are listed as “missing”. 
 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) has been working to bring 
this issue forward, allowing people to acknowledge the hurt and restore healthy 
relations. Officially established on June 2, 2008, the TRC’s mandate will end in 2014 
with a final event in Ottawa.  
 
In Edmonton, March 27 – 30, the Alberta National TRC Event (the final one of seven 
across Canada) will be held at the Shaw Conference Centre.  
 
But before that, Hosanna, Edmonton will hold a forum between their morning church 
services on Sunday, February 16 with guest speaker and Truth and Reconciliation 
Commissioner, Chief Willie Littlechild of the the Maskwacis First Nation. Chief Littlechild 
will provide some background to the issue, provide some information about the workings 
of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and then provide information about how 
people can get involved with the process and the upcoming Edmonton TRC event.  
 
Pastor James Hendricksen extends an invitation for all who wish to attend. “Please feel 
free to join us for worship at 9:00 am and stay for the forum or join us for the forum and 
then stay for the 11:15 am service.”  
 
Date: Sunday February 16th @ 10:15 am (coffee starts about 10 am) 
Where: Hosanna Lutheran Church - Edmonton (9009-163 Street) 
More information call: 780-484-3932 
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Women of Faith Fund  
Invites Proposals … 
 

 

The purpose of this fund is to encourage 
and facilitate the Christ-centred ministry 
of women within this church and in 
mission for others. 
 
Grant proposals that support the 
following goals shall be considered: 
 

- To nurture faith and spiritual growth 
- To foster supportive communities 
- To develop leadership skills 
- To work towards justice and peace 
 
Applications must be in by May 1, 2014.  
 
Margaret Olson is the ABT board 
member on the WFF.  For further 
information please contact her at: 
margolson@shaw.ca 

 
 
 
 

 

February 23 is Diaconal
Sunday …  
Sounds good, 
but what does it mean? 
 
Since 2012, the ELCIC National Church 
Council has designated the last Sunday of 
February to be celebrated as Diaconal 
Sunday within the church. This will help 
raise awareness of diakonia (service) as a 
vital dimension of the church’s witness 
and a valuable expression of church 
leadership. Serving our neighbours is an 
essential element of spiritual renewal, of 
life in the church and of sharing the 
gospel.  
 
Internationally, the Greek word diakonia is 
used to discuss and encourage mission 
expressed through compassionate justice, 
service, advocacy and development. 
Along with “Theology & Dialogue” and 
“Holistic Mission & Relationships,” 
“Diakonia” is one of the priorities of 
Lutheran World Federation. 
 
Diaconal Ministers are authorized by the 
ELCIC for a public ministry of word and 
service. This includes skilled and faithful 
service to marginalized persons, and a 
deep commitment to equipping all the 
baptized for spirited discipleship. At this 
time there are 29 people on the ELCIC 
Roster of Diaconal Ministers. 
 
Resources for worship and study are 
available on the ELCIC website, including 
a new hymn, “God of Life”, written for 
piano, voice and flute by Diaconal 
candidate, Scott Knarr.  
 
You can also find a “Children’s Chat”; a 
Bible Study on Stephen: deacon and first 
Christian martyr; and Reflections on the 
Lectionary for Epiphany 7… all for Feb 23.
 
Go to www.elcic.ca and type “diaconal 
sunday” into the search bar on the upper 
right. 

 

Celebrations IS A PUBLICATION  
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  
OF THE SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 

TERRITORIES. 
 
ITS PURPOSE is…  
...to connect the people and congregations of our synod.
 

...to provide a forum for celebrating the people, places 
  and mission of the congregations in our synod. 
 

...to help us learn from each other and encourage each 
  other in our work for Jesus Christ. 
 
SUBMIT articles and photos about the life, work and 
mission of the congregations of our synod to the
Celebrations editor, Colleen McGinnis at: 

mail@caelinartworks.com 
4728 – 50 Avenue 
Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 0R7 
780-352-3519 

 

Please include name, phone number and email or 
address with all submissions. All submissions will also 
be considered for the ABT Synod section in Canada 
Lutheran.  
 
Celebrations IS COPYRIGHTED to the Synod of Alberta 
and    the    Territories.    However,    photocopies    of  

 

Celebrations are encouraged for use in the 
congregations of our synod. 
 

Celebrations may not be republished in print or
posted to a website outside of the congregations of our 
synod, either in whole or in part, without the express 
permission of the Synod – abtsynod@elcic.ca.  
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	“Let your light so shine before other that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” (Matt 5:16)

