
 

 

History of this Journey in our Synod 

The first iteration lead by the staff of The Missional Network (Alan Roxburgh and Fiona Watts) 

began in November 2013 with an introductory session for lay and rostered congregational 

leaders. Both the rostered leader group and the congregational teams met for the first time in 

February 2014.  The congregational guiding teams met every three months to share stories, 

and learn about possible next steps. The rostered leaders met monthly in cohorts to report 

and be encouraged about their learnings in their listening, discernment and experimental 

activities. In May 2015, the three rostered cohorts met together and with the guiding teams to 

share stories and celebrate God’s work in our midst. 

Currently in our Synod 

 God’s Spirit is calling us to something new. Let our minds and hearts be open to hear 
and follow.  

 Mission is the nature, not a purpose of gathered believers, and calls congregations and 
ministries into truth and integrity. Let us have courage to tell the truth, about 
ourselves and the church, embracing the forgiveness we have in Christ. 

 God reveals the way we are to follow, to join in God’s work each day and we are called 
to do so with the expectation that God is present. Let us trust in God with us, that 
God's plan while unknown at times is still is best. 

 God’s mission is not limited to what has worked in the past, but is according to God’s 
plan, and calls us to faithfulness. Let us have courage to risk, wonder, attempt, fail and 
learn. 

 God’s work in the world is particular and contextual in community and is not a system 
or program to be imported from somewhere else. We are called to obey where and 
when God leads. Let us recognize and celebrate God at work in our midst.          

 God continues to redeem and restore the world, establishing the here and not yet 
kingdom of God and calling the world to relationships of repentance and forgiveness. 
Let us see the world where God is at work understanding all are equal in God's sight, 
repenting when we respond with a divisive us/them attitude. 
 

Next Steps in our Synod 
 

Together in community, let us through discernment of God’s Word and prayer, allow the Holy 
Spirit to inspire the church into new ways of living, instead of depending on experts and best 
practices. Let us surrender to and trust in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 

“The journey has the makings of a 

real adventure. There is the potential 

for profound change, reweaving the 

very fabric of who we are, rather than 

just patching up or adjusting or even 

fixing certain parts. Over time, 

congregations can easily become a  

closed circle who have lost the 

capacity to connect with and listen to 

the people in our neighbourhoods. 

This journey is about learning how to 

follow and join in what God is doing 

in our own neighbourhoods and 

communities. You are invited into a 

new space; a space of transformation 

as God’s people move forward 

listening to each other, to God and to 

others.” (from the Missional Network 

Introduction, 2014)  

 

 
The Synod of Alberta and the 

Territories is intentionally 
working to explore, develop and 
support skills and capacities to 
move forward in unity and in 

obedience to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
This is an invitation to 

participate in hope together. 


