
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 2013 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  
 
May grace and peace be yours in abundance (I Peter 1:2a). 
 
Colleen Yip received an Honorary Award, “The Life Long Learning Award,” at the June 8, 2013 
Graduation and Awards Ceremony at the University of Calgary – and I will never forget it.  This 
will likely mean little to most readers, however, let me share a little about Colleen and of her 
learning at the University. 
 
Five years ago the Continuing Education Department at the University of Calgary, in partnership 
with the Synod of Alberta and the Territories, established a Calgary Senior College which offers 
courses to adult leaders with the purpose of promoting lifelong learning and enriching the lives 
of the students. 
 
The three values of the Calgary Senior College are as follows: (1) we believe all older adults, 
regardless of academic background or health status should have the right and opportunity to 
learn.  We believe “to live is to learn, to learn is to live”; (2) we work diligently to provide adult 
learners with learning opportunities and options according to their interests and abilities; (3) 
and, we encourage older adults to take part in learning activities so that they can gain new 
knowledge, build up self-confidence, develop their potential, and contribute to their 
community. 
 
Primarily from Hong Kong and China, many of the adult learners are recent immigrants to 
Canada who welcome the opportunities to study a variety of topics, such as: English reading 
and writing, English speaking and listening, computer, PowerPoint, Chinese musical 
instruments, environmental health, Chinese traditional medicine, Chinese calligraphy, legal 
advocacy, and personal financial planning.  
 
With the continued leadership of The Rev. Peter Chau and others from Abundant Life Lutheran 
Church, Calgary, and the administrative support of the Continuing Education Department, the 
program continues to develop and to expand with 40, 80 or 120 non-credit hours, attendance 
participation and an Honorary Award, “The Life Long Learning Award.”  
 



The Honorary Award recipient must be 80 years or older.  He/she is chosen based on their 
attitude towards study, their attendance in class, and their commitment and effort shown in 
the program.  
 
On June 8 I had the privilege of participating in the Ceremony as Honored Guest with my wife, 
Cathy, and as Guest Speaker.   And I will never forget it.  Along with The Rev. Margaret Propp, 
Lutheran Chaplain at the University of Calgary, representatives of the Continuing Education 
Department, and faculty we witnessed the granting of this Honorary Award. 
 
Never was a graduate so pleased. 
 
Colleen is in her early 80’s.  Her early education was halted due to war and she came to Canada 
in the late 50’s.  As an adult learner, with very little previous education, she demonstrated an 
intense commitment to life-long learning.  She never missed a class – not in the midst of rain or 
snow.  She travelled by herself to the classes using the Calgary bus system.  Her teachers spoke 
highly of her motivation to learn, to study, and to keep on learning. 
 
After the Ceremony and a picture with Colleen, we spoke to her children and grandchildren, 
who were so proud and excited for their mother and grandmother.   
 
A huge accomplishment.  A milestone for this 80-plus year old. 
 
The Associate Director of Continuing Education (International), Mr. Yassin Boga, leaned over to 
me following the granting of the Award to Colleen and said, “This is amazing!  I’ve seen this 
program but only paper.  This is amazing.” 
 
I was proud to recognize the participation of the Synod of Alberta and the Territories of The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada in this amazing partnership with the University of 
Calgary. 
 
I was privileged to meet Colleen Yip and her family. 
 
Making a difference in people’s lives.  In Mission for Others. 
 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13). 
 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, 
+Larry 
 
The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 


