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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  
 

May grace and peace be yours in 
abundance (I Peter 1:2a).  
 

In February I began a 
series of brief articles on 
the Marks of a Missional 
Congregation relying 
heavily on Stephen P. 
Bouman’s, The Mission 
Table: Renewing Con-
gregation & Community 
(© 2013 Augsburg Fortress).    
 
Each article includes Scripture, ques-
tions for reflection and discussion, and 
a prayer.  Perhaps your church coun-
cil, adult study, youth group, coffee 
group will use these monthly writings 
as a time to engage in learning, dis-
cernment and reflection togeth-
er.  Previous month’s articles are avail-
able on the synod website: 
www.albertasynod.ca  
 
Thus far we have considered that a 

congregation in mission:  is always lis-

tening…to God and to the neighborhood; 
mentors and trains its leaders; nurtures 

communal leadership; faces paralysis 
with courage; and, risks new things 
without fear of failure.  
 

A congregation in mission reroots in its 
community.  

Interruptions.  We are all cognizant of 
interruptions: the cell phone ringing, the 
knock on the door, another email, and so 
on.  Jesus knew interruptions too. In the 
healing story from Matthew 9:18-26, Je-
sus was in the middle of teaching his dis-
ciples when the synagogue leader (called 
Jairus in Mark’s and Luke’s accounts) in-
terrupted Jesus: “While he was still say-
ing these things to them, suddenly a 
leader of the synagogue came in and 
knelt before him, saying, ‘My daughter 
has just died; but come and lay your hand 
on her, and she will live.’”  
 

Interruptions.  “And Jesus got up and fol-
lowed him, with his disciples.”  But be-
fore Jesus could make this home visit 
with his disciples, there was another in-
terruption: “Suddenly a woman who had 
been suffering from hemorrhages for 
twelve years came up behind him.” Out 
and about with his disciples, Jesus made 
himself and his companions “touchable” 
for the life of the community.  For twelve 
long years, this woman had been 
“untouchable.”  She was barred from 
every table including the kitchen table of 
family.  She had to keep her distance 
from everyone.  She lived on the fringe of 
society, barren, untouched, alone.  
Matthew tells us that, “[She] came up 
behind him and touched the fringe of his 
cloak, for she said to herself, ‘If I only 
touch his cloak, I will be made 
well.’”  This took much courage.  Her go-
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ing out in public and being near other people was a 
violation of purity laws.  Touching a man, even touch-
ing the fringe of his clothing was utterly forbid-
den.  But she did it.  She did not put herself in Jesus’ 
path, and she did not call out his name.  She simply 
reached for the fringe, to touch…something.  With 
one courageous step, this woman took a chance on 
Jesus, but everything depended on his re-
sponse.  “Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, ‘Take 
heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.’”    
 

In these brief words, Jesus made three astonishing 
moves toward a relationship with this woman.  First, 
Jesus turned and saw her.  He saw her because he 
was there to see her.  He was in her neighbor-
hood.  He was in her path.  The fringe of his garment 
was within reach so that when she stretched out her 
hand, she touched Jesus’s cloak, not thin air.  How 
can our faith communities locate their life and pres-
ence in the pain and hunger and life of their neigh-
borhoods so that their neighbors can touch the fringe 
of the body of Christ?  Jesus turned and saw her.  Not 
a statistic.  Not a stereotype.  Not a label.  Not a 
budget item.  Not a stranger.  Just her.  
 

And he called her, “daughter.”  There was no wall be-
tween them.  No separation.  “Take heart, daughter,” 
he said, as though she were his own flesh and 
blood.  He recognized her pain as his own. When 
someone touches the hem of the body of Christ, they 
become kin, family.   In calling the woman 
“daughter,” was Jesus also reflecting the desperate 
love of the father who asked him to heal his daugh-
ter?  
 

Third, Jesus saw her giftedness, her human dignity, 
and said, “Your faith has made you well.”  Jesus saw 
her, called her “daughter,” and lifted up her gifted-
ness, and she rose up, a witness to the faith.   
 
Rerooting the life of the congregation in its communi-
ty is an invitation to reset its mission within the great 
giftedness of its neighbors, within renewed relation-
ships where stranger becomes kin, within hopeful, 
healing possibilities.  It begins with noticing and lis-
tening and then fostering a communal leadership 
committed to grown and training in these arts.    
 

Read and Reflect: Matthew 9:18-26  
 
Discuss and Reflect:  
1.        What in this reading leads you to say, “I wonder 
 about…?”, or, “I noticed…?”  
2.        Has there been a time in you r life when you felt 
 you could only “touch the hem” of Jesus’  
 garment – that is, keep to the extreme edges 
 of the church, the body of Christ?  Where did 
 you find the courage to seek help?  Share your 
 experience.  
3.        Comment on the following: How can our faith 
 communities locate their life and presence in 
 the pain and hunger and life of their neighbor
 hoods so that their neighbors can touch the 
 fringe of the body of Christ?    
4.        In what ways is your congregation involved in 
 the community?  Noticing?  Listening?    
 

Pray together: Almighty and eternal God, so draw our 
 hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our  
 imaginations, so control our wills, that we may 
 be wholly yours, utterly dedicated to you; and  
 then use us, we pray, as you will, but always to 
 your glory and the welfare of your people,  
 through our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
 Christ.   Amen.    
 (Commitment, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 
 p. 86)  
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in be-
lieving, so that you may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13).  
 

In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom,  
+Larry  
 

The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop  
Synod of Alberta and the Territories  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada   
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N O T E S  F R O M  E L  S A L V A D O R  

June 24, 2014 

Prison visits are rarely without surprises, 

often entertaining ones, sometimes trou-

bling ones.  Since today was my last be-

fore a summer sojourn, I thought I'd high-

light a few of these surprises from the 

past month or two, working backwards.   

Today, the plan was to continue our anal-

ysis of and reflection on the theme of 

gender / masculinity/ machismo.  Last 

week, the guys, divided into 4 groups, 

had drawn a man on one page, and a 

woman on another, surrounded by words 

describing their characteristics.  We 

brought their drawings back with us to-

day.  The drawings were inspected 3 

times, meticulously, by a female guard at 

the entrance; another male guard, who 

inspected them and then took them to a 

senior guard, who inspected them yet 

again.  When we finally entered the ad-

ministrative area, the drawings were in 

the hands of a senior woman, the tech-

nical sub-director.  Of the 8 drawings, we 

were not allowed to bring 2 of them into 

the prison with us.  One, of a woman, was 

judged to be too provocative, since her 

top didn't cover her belly button.  The 

other, picturing and describing the admi-

rable qualities of the local mayor, stand-

ing in front of the city hall, 

"ALCALDíA", was mistaken 

for "ALCAIDíA" (prison warden), and was 

deemed to be . . . subversive? . . . disre-

spectful? . . . too political? . . .  We debat-

ed these decisions for some time, unsuc-

cessfully.  We asked for a copy of the offi-

cial prison guidelines, to be sure to 

avoid such insensitive blunders in the 

future.  We were denied such a 

copy.  We were allowed to take these 

suggestive drawings home with us at 

the end of the day.  I guess we're big 

boys now, and can handle such provo-

cation.   

 

Yesterday, arriving at the front gate of 

the prison at the usual time, we were 

advised that a riot had erupted inside, 

so all activities had been suspend-

ed.  As we were leaving, we called the 

president of AEIPES, who was already 

aware of this incident, but hadn't ad-

vised us.  A couple weeks earlier, a 

scheduling conflict had meant that our 

session was suspended.  We reached 

an agreement that prison administra-

tion would advise us of any other such 

interruptions, to avoid making the trip 

for nothing.  Evidently everyone forgot 

about this agreement, or thought it 

unimportant.  So, we had to spend the 

morning at Lake Coatepeque, instead, 

chatting with the fisherfolk, and swim-

ming with the fish.   

A couple weeks ago, just as we were 

beginning our session, without any 

entrance snags to report, a healthy 

shot of tear gas, fired almost directly 

into our meeting area, had us stinging 

and gasping for air.  We still aren't 

sure who the intended targets were.  It 

could have been the guys in isolation 

cells on the other side of the semi-

open grate--or to discourage our group 

from communicating with them.  We 

reported the incident to the technical 

sub-director, who coordinates our activ-

ities.  The next week, the warden as-

sured us that this should not have hap-

pened, that it would not happen again, 

and that if it ever did, we should report 

immediately and directly to him.  The 

guard responsible had been disci-

plined, he assured us.  Once the tear 

gas dissipated, we might have ex-

pected an improved atmosphere.  But 

the adjacent bathroom filled our audi-

torium space with an unwelcome 

stench.  An hour into the session, fumi-

gation took over, leaving us enveloped 

in a cloud of gaseous fumes for anoth-

er half-hour.  One can be grateful to be 

some distance from the multi-hued air 

of Salvadoran streets, but this particu-

lar morning provided little relief from 

such urban smog.   

 

The national prison administration gra-

ciously offered to provide refreshments 

for our seminar groups again this 

year.  After almost two months of meet-

ing, this arrangement has finally kicked 

in, in all three prisons where we're 

working---one less personal financial 

obligation.  It seems their regular 

meals are somewhat more reliable.   

 

One visitor accompanying us was not 

allowed to enter prison due to the two 
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Synod S T A F F  I T I N E R A R Y   

Report – Our Mission with El 

Salvador 

In May, 2012, the congregations of the 

Synod of Alberta and the Territories de-

cided that the on-going mission and 

ministry of the Rev. Brian Rude in El Salvador must 

continue. 

Pastor Brian serves as a chaplain in the prisons of El 

Salvador where the most disadvantaged strive for sur-

vival.  Amid this culture, a peace process has devel-

oped – giving hope to the country.  Pastor Brian has 

been and continues to be, our voice in that struggle 

through our ministry together in  “En Misión con El Sal-

vador: In Mission with El Salvador”.   

“En Misión con El Salvador: In Mission with El Salva-

dor” operates with directed gifts from congregations 

and individuals only, so projecting future budgeting for 

this mission is rather speculative. But there is hope 

that with the funds on hand and those gifts which con-

tinue to be offered, the ministry will be served for some 

time.  You are welcome to partner with us by offering 

prayers and by contributing financially with a gift sent to 

the “Alberta Synod” clearly marked for “In Mission with El 

Salvador”. 

The following represents a record of income and expens-

es for the ministry offered by The Rev. Brian Rude 

through “En Misión con El Salvador: In Mission with El 

Salvador”, since its inception –  

Income: (2012) 

 From all sources, beginning approximately  

 September, 2012  $33,329.19 

Income: (2013) 

 Alberta congregations: (26 congregations) 

     $39,649.57 

 Congregations outside Alberta  (14 congregations; 

 includes gift from Switzerland) $13,465.59 

  Individuals   $ 9,067.99  

 Total Income to date  $95,512.34 

rings she was wearing, rings which 

she hadn't removed in years, and 

which couldn't be removed for this 

visit.  Her hair was suspect in another 

prison.  One day, a watch had to be 

left at the entrance.  To date, I've nev-

er had to leave my glasses be-

hind.  Such inspections and re-

strictions are nothing compared to 

what family visitors have learned to 

expect, of course, or even the uncer-

tainties experienced by our inmate 

seminar participants.   

 

Last week I attended the Alberta and 

the Territories Synod Convention in 

Camrose, where I've been able to visit 

my father, as well as immediate and 

extended family and friends.  It was 

gratifying being surrounded by affir-

mation and encouragement  from 

almost all angles for three convention 

days, on a campus oozing with mar-

velous memories.  Along with Bishop 

Larry and my sister Gail, who reported 

on their visit of last July, we reported 

briefly on El Salvador.   When our 

church is able to challenge the pow-

ers in the way that our Salvadoran 

(Latin American) Lutheran brothers 

and sisters do, especially with reign-of

-God respect for the economy and 

ecology, I will feel even more af-

firmed.  I would hope our church 

could join our First Nations sisters 

and brothers and the courts in rescu-

ing Canada from itself.  No doubt not 

all Albertan Lutherans agree. Never-

theless, support for this project, "In 

Mission with El Salvador / "En Misión 

con El Salvador" continues to be gen-

erous and genuine.  

For that I am grateful.  Thank you so 

much, on behalf of our sisters and 

brothers in El Salvador, for your pray-

ers, encouragement and contribu-

tions.   

Rev. Brian Rude, DD, for the ABT Syn-

od of the ELCIC 



Page 5 N O T E S  &  N E W S  

Expenses (for 2013) 

 Salary     $25,000.00 

 Benefits   $ 7,085.46 

 Travel (January – Sept. 2013) $ 4,471.45 

 Other  

  Olgilvie, legal consultation $ 7,085.46 

          L. Kochendorfer, Travel—program review) $    716.90 

          

 Total Expenses to date  $39,656.93 

At this time $55,855.41 has been carried forward to 2014, causing us 

to expect that this ministry will continue with support from the congre-

gations and members of this Synod and abroad. 

Due to recent Canada Post 

increases, it has become 

more costly to send out 

Synod mailings in paper 

format.  

In order to be good stewards of our finan-

cial and environmental resources, we will 

only be publishing these mailings quarter-

ly and we encourage everyone to receive 

the Synod mailing via email.  

If you would be able to receive the synod 

mailings electronically, please email Darla 

at :darla@albertasynod.ca.  

Thank you to the increasing number of 

individuals and congregations who have 

indicated their willingness to assist in this 

way. 

Current and past editions (both colour and 

black and white versions) are also available 

on our website at: http://albertasynod.ca/

publications/synod-mailing/.  

 

 

On Saturday, August 30, 2014, 

Senior Seminarian Janice 

Whitelock will be ordained at 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Grande Prairie.  

Janice, and her husband Michael have 

relocated to Brooks, AB where Janice will 

be the first Pastor at Spirit of Grace Lu-

theran Church.  

N E W  T O  T H E  A B T  

S Y N O D  R O S T E R :  
T H E  O R D I N A T I O N  O F  

S E N I O R  S E M I N A R I A N  

J A N I C E  W H I T E L O C K  

Plans are well underway for the eleventh annual “Retreat of 

Our Own.”  

As in past years, the retreat will be held at St. Michael’s Anglican Church 

in Canmore, AB: September 26-28, 2014. 

 

Our speaker this year will be Rev. Dr. Harry Maier, Professor of New Tes-

tament and Early Christian Studies at Vancouver School of Theology. His 

topic will be "Houses of Living Stone: Creating Space for Mission & Iden-

tity in a Secular Society" 

 Lecture One: Why Space Matters 

 Lecture Two: Spaces for Mission 

 Lecture Three: “You are the Body of Christ”  

 Lecture Four: Houses of Living Stone Built on the Rejected Stone 

A Retreat of Our Own is a weekend-long re-

treat for lay people and clergy. Participants 

meet for worship and meals in addition to the 

lectures. Ample time is provided to explore 

the beautiful scenery and shops of Canmore 

and/or to socialize with fellow participants. 

It’s a fun and informative weekend!  

 

For more information, please contact Jon Stolee at 780.672.5234 

or Rev. Kristian Wold at 403.282.6033 (kristian.j.wold@gmail.com ). 

More information, along with the Registration Form and a poster and 

brochure, can be found at http://retreatofourown.wordpress.com/ .  

mailto:kristian.j.wold@gmail.com
http://retreatofourown.wordpress.com/
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   The Messiness of Missional Church  

   - offered by The Rev. Lee Woolery, October 18, 2014 at Lutheran Church of    

     Our Saviour (8831 Fairmount Drive SE, Calgary) 
 

God is at work in the neighbourhoods of our communities; encouraging us to leave the church building and be in our 

communities.  As someone once said, “Church is about the sending, not the seating.” This workshop will take anoth-

er look at what it means to live missionally; it’s not all neat and tidy, but it’s where God calls us as individuals, fami-

lies and communities of faith. 

Acknowledging the biblical teaching of the ‘priesthood of all believers’, the Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPA) program equips lay 

people for service in their own congregation.  Although this course has been designed for the LPA program, everyone is welcome 

to attend. Fee: $75. – payable to “Alberta Synod”. $25 for LPA Graduates. You are welcome to bring a bag lunch or join a group who will 

go to a nearby restaurant. Register by calling the Synod office: 1-866-430-2636 or (780) 439-2636,  or by going online to    

http://www.albertasynod.ca/leadership/lay-assistants-program 

Mark your calendars for the following events this fall and winter in the Synod. 

August 

August 30: Ordination of Senior Seminarian Janice Whitelock at Trinity Lutheran, Grande Prairie 

September 

Sept. 1: Labour Day—Office closed  

Sept. 26-28: A Retreat of Our Own—St. Michael’s Anglican Church in Canmore, AB 

October 

Oct. 3-4: Northern Conference Convention at Lakeland Lutheran, Cold Lake 

Oct. 13: Thanksgiving Weekend—Office closed 

Oct. 18: East Central/West Central Conference Convention at Messiah, Camrose 

Oct. 18: Lay Pastoral Assistants Course at Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, Calgary 

Oct. 19: 85th Anniversary Celebration Worship at Augustana Lutheran, Edmonton 

Oct. 19: Mortgage Retirement/Blessing service at Lakeland Lutheran, Cold Lake  

Oct. 25: Southern/South Western Conference Convention at Good Shepherd, Lethbridge 

Oct. 31: Deadline for applications: Daunting Challenges—Wellsprings of Hope, a Synod Journey to El Salvador 

C A L E N D A R  E V E N T S  Synod  
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From Resolution to Practice 
 

At the 2013 Together for the Love of the World 

Joint Assembly of the ELCIC and the Anglican 

Church of Canada, a resolution was accepted to 

commit this church to promote right and renewed 

relationship between non-indigenous 

and indigenous people.  

 

In recognition of this resolution and in order to find 

ways to put it into practice, the Synod of Alberta and the 

Territories, together with AnnE Zimmerman (Executive Di-

rector of On Eagle's Wings and member of Holy Spirit Lu-

theran, Edmonton, AB) have determined to create opportu-

nities to make relationship building a reality.  AnnE will be 

calling churches of this synod to discover how this is possi-

ble in church communities. Should you wish to plan for this 

fall and winter prior to receiving AnnE's call, please con-

nect with her directly at anne.zimmerman53@gmail.com. 

Film and book resources, educational workshop building, 

speaker suggestions and discussion possibilities are avail-

able. AnnE is looking forward to sharing these with you. 

 

“God not only calls the church to confession, but to a ministry of recon-

ciliation, walking together, seeking to restore justice in relationships 

where it is lacking. Our church is called to commit itself to support pro-

cesses for healing of the wounds inflicted on aboriginal people.” 

retrieved 25 November 2008 from: http://www.presbyterian.ca/

ministry.canada/nativeministries/confessions 

Fresh Ideas, Fresh Greens:  
Real life solutions to cooling the planet,  

served with summer appetizers. 
 

Tuesday, August 26, 6:45–8:45 pm at Holy Spirit         

Lutheran Church (11223 51st Avenue, Edmonton). 

 Enjoy appetizers from our community garden, followed 

by a presentation on "Changing the Climate, Living Well 

Together."  Dr. Randy Haluza-DeLay, a professor at The 

King’s University College here in Edmonton, will share 

his research on diverse approaches to environmental 

justice around the world, and then facilitate an interac-

tive workshop on responding to climate change.  

ALL ARE WELCOME!  

RSVP TO 

church@holyspiritlutheran.ca    

or call 780-434-4012) by Au-

gust 22, 2014 with name(s), 

contact information, and num-

ber of people attending.  

This event is a fundraiser for alternative energy use 

(Bullfrog Power) at HSLC. There is a tax deductible sug-

gested donation of $20 per person (to Holy Spirit Luther-

an Church) – to be paid by cash or cheque the evening 

of the event.  

Lutheran Theological 

Seminary  
is delighted to invite alumni, friends 

and members of the four western 

synods of the ELCIC for the opening 

of the 101st year of theological study!   

A service of Holy Communion will be held in  Christ Chap-

el, in the seminary on September 9th at 7pm.   

The Rev. Dr. Sid Haugen, Bishop-elect of the Saskatche-

wan Synod, will preach.  The Rev. Dr. Kristine Ruffatto, 

Associate Professor of Old Testament, will preside.   

Please stay for refreshments following the service. 

Lakeland Lutheran Church (Cold Lake) is 

celebrating the retirement of their mort-

gage on Sunday, September 21, with a lit-

urgy of blessing during the worship service 

beginning at 10:00 am. All are welcome to 

attend. 

mailto:anne.zimmerman53@gmail.com
http://www.presbyterian.ca/ministry.canada/nativeministries/confessions
http://www.presbyterian.ca/ministry.canada/nativeministries/confessions
mailto:church@holyspiritlutheran.ca
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“Living Worship – Shaping Life…In the Potter’s Hand”.

“Daunting Challenges—Wellspring of Hope; A Synod Journey to El Salvador”, 

“Daunting Challenges—Wellspring of Hope; A Synod Journey to Colombia”,  

 

In the Spring and summer of 2015, Bishop Larry Kochendorfer will be facilitating two Synod Journeys; each one an 

opportunity to experience, embrace and engage in the contexts and ministries in the respective countries, and form 

relationships with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The trip to El Salvador will also include an opportunity to participate in the 25th Anniversary of the partnership be-

tween Hosanna Lutheran, Edmonton and Redeemer Lutheran, San Miguel; and time to visit the various ministries of 

Rev. Brian Rude. 

Both trips will be approximately two weeks long; El Salvador will take place March 17-30, and Colombia from August 

4-18th, 2015. There will be a maximum of 12 participants in each group, and all must be 18 years of age or older. 

Application forms and other information are available from the Synod office.  

Please email Darla at darla@albertasynod.ca to receive the information package and instructions.  

Please note that there are firm deadlines for application: 

El Salvador trip: all forms must be completed and returned to the synod office no later than October 31, 2014 

Colombia trip: all forms must be completed and returned to the synod office no later than December 31, 2014 
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Synod  S T A F F  I T I N E R A R Y  

AUG 14-17 Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth Gathering—Kamloops, BC LAK 

 19-20 Personal Retreat day LAK 

 22 The Missional Network—6 mos. Leadership review LAK/JEB 

 24 Preaching and Presiding at Edmonton New Life Chinese LAK 

 26 Fresh Ideas—Fresh Greens presentation at Holy Spirit, Edmonton LAK 

 27 Discernment and Visioning Day LAK/JEB 

 29 The Missional Network  - Edmonton Cohort Meeting JEB 

 30 Ordination of Senior Seminarian Janice Whitelock at Trinity, Grande Prairie LAK 

SEPT 1  Labour Day—office closed  

 4 - 6 Council of Bishops/National Church Council meeting—Winnnipeg LAK 

 11 The Missional Network—Drayton Valley Cohort meeting JEB 

 11 Ordination of the Rev. Sidney Haugen as Bishop of Saskatchewan Synod LAK 

 12 The Missional Network—Coaches skype meeting JEB 

 13 Synod Program Committee Gathering—Good Shepherd, Red Deer LAK/JEB 

 18—19 Conference of Deans meeting at Kuriakos LAK/JEB 

 19-20 Synod Council Orientation and Retreat at Kuriakos LAK/JEB 

 23-24 Personal Retreat day LAK 

 24 Consecration Sunday Team meeting in Camrose JEB 

 25 The Missional Network—Edmonton Cohort Meeting JEB 

 25-27 CTEL Retreat at Mulhurst LAK 

 27 

Forming Missional Shaped Ministries—Guiding Team meeting #3 

(Congregations), Good Shepherd, Red Deer JEB 

OCT 1 Ecumenical Leaders Lunch—Edmonton LAK 

 4 Northern Conference Convention— Lakeland, Cold Lake LAK/JEB 

 5 Preach/Preside at  Lord of Glory, Lac La Biche LAK 

 9 The Missional Network—Drayton Valley Cohort meeting JEB 

 13 Thanksgiving  - Office closed  

 14—17 First Call program—Winnipeg LAK 

 18 East Central/West Central Conference Convention—Messiah, Camrose LAK/JEB 

 19 Preaching/Presiding at Mount Olivet, Sherwood Park JEB 

 19 Presiding at 85th Anniversary service — Augustana, Edmonton LAK 
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DID YOU KNOW….?  
2014 REMITTANCE FORMS are available online in filla-

ble format? 

Go to www.albertasynod.ca and select Administration and 

then Forms. Save and fill it out directly, or print it off for 

your treasurer’s use. A sample one has been added to this 

mail out. Please note: the Missional Network line is for 

congregations who are enrolled in the Missional Network 

program and is to be used when submitting their fees. 

 

SYNOD WEBSITE UPDATE: 

The synod website now has the complete minutes of the 

15th Biennial Convention posted. Go to Conventions and 

then click on Synod Convention, and Minutes to read the 

complete items of business. Pictures from the convention 

will be added in the next few weeks. 

Watch for more information to come this fall about the 

2015 ELCIC National Convention which will be taking 

place in Edmonton under the tab “National Convention”. 

There you will find general information as well as links to 

online registration forms. Delegates will be chosen at the 

three Conference Conventions beginning in October. 

 

RESOURCES 

Not only the website, but the Synod office itself has a vari-

ety of resources for use in your congregations. There are 

approximately 100 copies of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship that may be borrowed by congregations, to either 

give the new liturgies and hymns a try, or to use for a one 

time event such as a congregational anniversary. Please 

email or call the office with your requests. 

Submitting Articles and Pictures for the Canada Luther-

an/Celebrations 

We are always looking for stories about the people, events 

and places of our synod. We can’t always attend each 

event of congregations, however we would like to hear 

about them and share them with the Synod. If you an item 

to share and/or photos, feel free to contact our synod edi-

tor, Colleen McGinnis at mail@caelinartworks.com 

 

 22-23 Personal Retreat day LAK 

 25 Southern/South Western Conference Convention LAK/JEB 

 26 Consecration Sunday Event—Messiah, Camrose JEB 

 30 The Missional Network—Edmonton Cohort Meeting JEB 

 31 Lutheran Triune meeting—Calgary LAK 

85th Anniversary 

of Augustana      

Lutheran Church 

9901-107 Street 

Edmonton, AB  T5K 1G4 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend an 85th Anniversary 

Historical Celebration at Augustana Lutheran, Edmon-

ton . Please join them for worship and a catered lunch 

on Sunday, October 19, 2014 beginning at 10:00 am. 

 

Bishop Don Sjoberg (Ret.) will be preaching, with Bish-

op Larry Kochendorfer presiding. 

Please RSVP to the church office before October 4th, 

leaving your name, contact information, and number 

of people wishing to attend, by calling 780-422-5841 

or emailing them at augustana@telus.net. 



OUR CONGRATULATIONS 

Rev. Hanna and Rev. Lothar Schwabe are happy to    

announce the birth of a great-

g r a n d s o n ,   Ja k e  W i l l i a m 

Parkhill   on July 31. Thankful par-

ents are Hanna and Lothar’s grand-

daughter, Ruth (nee Semaniuk) & 

Justin Parkhill. 

 

The Rev. Dr. Philip Holck who 

received his Doctorate in Minis-

try in Preaching on May 18, 

2014 from the Lutheran School 

of Theology at Chicago. The Rev. 

Dr. Holck’ thesis was ti-

tled:  "Playful Preaching: Creating Space for the Word to 

Dance".  The Rev. Dr. Philip Holck serves with The Rev. 

Dr. Laura Holck (who also received her Doctorate in 

Ministry through this Program) with and among the faith 

community at Lutheran Church of the Cross, Calgary.   

 

Rev. Dr. Tim Wray whose D.Min. thesis: "The Way I See 

It: A Young Adult Photovoice Project" was accepted by 

the defense committee at Lutheran Theological Semi-

nary, April 10.  Rev. Dr. Wray is the first student to de-

fend his thesis in this D.Min. program. Rev. Dr. Tim 

Wray participated in the graduation ceremony, May 9th, 

in Saskatoon.   The Rev. Dr. Tim Wray serves as Pastor at 

St. Peter's Lutheran, Millet. 

The Rev. Dr. Marc Jerry has completed a Doctor of Sacred 

Theology degree from St. Andrew's (Anglican) Theological 

College and Seminary in Virginia. His dissertation is titled: 

"Liturgical Theology - Living in the Blood of the Cove-

nant:  An Exegesis and Praxis of Mark 14:24." The degree 

was conferred this past spring in Richmond, VA. The Rev. 

Dr. Marc Jerry serves as Pastor at the Lutheran Church of 

the Good Shepherd in Red Deer; he is also the ABT Synod's 

clergy representative on National Church Council, and cur-

rently chairs the NCC's Faith, Order, and Doctrine Commit-

tee for the ELCIC.  

OUR CONDOLENCES 

David  and Sherry-Lynn Glawe (Brooks) 

are sad to announce the death of David’s 

father, H. Frank Glawe on July 9, 2014 at 

the age of 90 years 6 months.   

 

Rest eternal grant them,  
O Lord,  

and let perpetual light  

shine upon them. 
 

 

S Y N O D  O F  A L B E R T A  A N D  T H E  T E R R I T O R I E S  

Phone: 780-439-2636  Toll free: 1-866-430-2636 

Fax: 780-433-6623 

E-mail:  Bishop Larry Kochendorfer:    lkochendorfer@elcic.ca 

 Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow, Assistant for Mission: julianne@albertasynod.ca  

 Trudy Davis, Bookkeeper:    trudy@albertasynod.ca 

 Darla Wildfang, Exec. Assistant:    darla@albertasynod.ca 
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