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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ – 

 

I thank my God every time I remember 

you… (Philippians 1:3). 

 

This year I am inviting you to reflect on 

portions of Paul’s letter, to all the saints 

in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi (1:1b), 

as you gather for church council, adult 

study, youth group, coffee group and are 

engaged in learning, discernment and 

reflection together.  

Relying heavily on the writings of Fred 

Craddock and of David Lose, each arti-

cle will include a brief reflection on a 

Scripture passage, questions for reflec-

tion and discussion, and a prayer.  

I encourage you, as we begin, to read 

Paul’s letter in its entirety in one sitting; 

remembering as you read that this is a 

letter – of Paul – to a church.  

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 

say, Rejoice.  Philippians 4:4  

 

What does it mean to rejoice?  Really? 

We may say that word all the time…at 

least in church.  And we’ve read it here 

in Paul’s letter numerous times al-

ready.  But what does it mean, really?  

 

In brief, rejoicing is simply to take joy in 

something, or to be more precise, to re-

joice is to experience and express delight.    

Both of those verbs matter.   

It is one thing to experience delight, to be 

aware, that is, of something bringing you 

delight, joy, pleasure or content-

ment.  That’s important.  But expressing it 

matters too.  It matters a great deal, actual-

ly, because expressing our delight helps us 

not only become more aware of it but also 

to share this experience with oth-

ers.  Expressing it, that is, often multiplies 

its benefit.  So it’s one thing to experience 

delight – which is great – and it’s another 

to express delight – that’s even better.  

 

But notice that Paul doesn’t only say re-

joice, he says “rejoice in the Lord.”  What 

does he mean?  Simply that in this relation-

ship there is the potential to experience 

faith, hope, love, contentment, confidence, 

courage, and more.  And as we notice 

these things – that prayer brings a sense of 

confidence and contentment, that singing 

a hymn raises our spirits, that reading 

Scripture may strengthen our faith and 

grant us courage to face the challenges 

ahead – we also discover ways to give 

them voice.  And as we voice these things, 

they grow.  

 

So delight in the gifts you receive from 

God’s relationship with you…and express 
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them. Give thanks for what is beautiful and hard and 

challenging and hopeful in your life and in your life of 

faith and see what happens.  
 

Or, as Paul says, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 

say it, Rejoice!”  

Read and Reflect: Philippians 4:4  

Discuss and Reflect: 

What in this reading leads you to say, “I wonder about…”, 

or, “I noticed…” 

Comment on the following:  …rejoicing is simply to 

take joy in something, or to be more precise, to re-

joice is to experience and express delight.   Both of 

those verbs matter.    

Comment on the following: Paul doesn’t only say re-

joice, he says “rejoice in the Lord.”  What does he 

mean?            

Share together the gifts you receive from God and from 

one another.  Express them.  Give thanks.  Rejoice.  

Pray together: Gracious God, help us not just to notice 

the blessings of this life and our life with you, but also 

to name them, give thanks for them, share them with 

others, and see them multiply.   In Jesus’ name we 

pray.  Amen.  

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

Amen (Philippians 4:23). 

 

In Christ Jesus –  

Shalom,  

+Larry  

 

The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop  

Synod of Alberta and the Territories  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada   

N O T E S  F R O M  E L  S A L V A D O R  

Questions and Answers at Grace 

Lutheran, Wetaskiwin 

In January 

2015, Brian 

Rude, Synod of 

Alberta and the 

Territories sponsored missionary to El 

Salvador, visited a number of church-

es during a visit “home” to Camrose. 

Grace Lutheran, Wetaskiwin was one 

of them. He gave an overview of the 

past 26 years of his life and work in 

El Salvador and then opened his 

presentation to questions from the 

floor. There were many. An hour and 

a half later, people were shrugging 

into their coats and hats as they pre-

pared to leave ... still asking ques-

tions on the way out the door.  

Following are some of the Q&A portion 

of Brian’s presentation.  

Question: Is it a democratic country? 

Answer: Yes. We have elections. A year 

ago the country re-elected a president 

representing rebel fighters, fighting 

against the ultra-right wing conserva-

tive party. The executive branch of the 

government is more people oriented, 

but limited by the economy and con-

trolled by the corporations. The judicial 

branch is still controlled by the right 

wing and seems to have impunity 

wrapped up. Now, however, there is 

one ex-president on trial for stealing, 

so there are hopes that we may see 

some of that corruption addressed. 

The legislative assembly is still con-

trolled primarily by the right wing so 

the legislation that is passed fa-

vours lower taxes, higher security, 

making life easy for the wealthy and 

difficult for the poor. The executive 

branch can’t do much. We see some 

improvement but we have a long 

way to go.  

Question: How safe do you feel?  

Answer: Well, in my work in the pris-

ons I feel very safe. On the streets 

it’s less safe especially if you ride 

buses or walk. In El Salvador I don’t 

feel I can just wander anywhere 

freely. During the 90’s I was held up 

at gunpoint at least once a year, but 

it hasn’t happened now since 2000. 

Maybe they all know I have nothing 

worth stealing so they leave me 

alone. They don’t even want my 
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shoes, and Salvadoran shoes are in 

great demand! There are car-jackings, 

but that has never happened to me. 

Actually the ones that rob me continu-

ously are the business people, the 

banks, the telephone companies, the 

supermarkets. The whole system is in 

favour of the oligarchy and the busi-

ness corporate structure. In fact I 

think the big problem with the gangs 

is that nobody pays taxes. You need to 

have a reasonable tax base to be able 

to provide for the youth – education 

and employment. The business sector 

are experts in keeping taxes low, the 

lowest in Latin America, and they are 

not paying even the low taxes they are 

supposed to pay. They are investing 

elsewhere and so there is no revenue 

to be able to build up an adequate 

social structure. The youth are forced 

to develop their own economy, their 

own society.  

Question: What’s agriculture doing? 

Answer: With the previous government 

it had been pretty much sabotaged 

and undermined, but now they are 

trying to rebuild it. They have had 

some success but it is a challenge 

since there has been 20 years of ne-

glect. Coffee is the main export crop. 

Corn, beans and rice are the staple 

diet, but that is subject to the busi-

ness sector too. Last year the price of 

beans tripled so the poor people 

couldn’t afford to eat even beans.  

Question: How does Christianity fit 

into this?                                            

Answer: Well, 500 years ago the 

Spaniards came to convert Latin 

America to Catholicism, to Christianity, 

and over the last 50 years, Evangeli-

cals are converting them to Pentecos-

talism and Assemblies of God. Every-

one is a Christian in El Salvador. The 

humans have been christianized, and 

now the challenge is to humanize the 

Christians. Amid worries of damage to 

the ecosystem, they see Christian 

countries like Canada coming in to 

mine their gold, and they ask, “Who’s 

Christian here”? And because of bru-

tal murders believed to be connected 

to mining disputes, some people who 

live nearby or farm the land contain-

ing gold deposits have bodyguards. So 

do environmentalists and journalists. 

In the prisons, the Catholics go in reg-

ularly to mass; the evangelicals go in 

to hold their worship services. But 

there is no chaplain for pastoral con-

versation or pastoral leadership. In 

Canada we have one chaplain for eve-

ry 150 inmates. In El Salvador, if an 

inmate wants spiritual or Christian 

counsel in this “Christian” country, 

there is none available. One very posi-

tive influence was a pastoral initiative 

to dialogue with the gang sector in 

prison, and in their territories … their 

turf, to try to reduce the violence and 

to encourage them to live the Chris-

tian values they perhaps grew up with. 

They organized in January – an ecumen-

ical movement, with evangelicals, fun-

damentalists, conservative elements as 

well as Catholics, Lutherans, Anglicans, 

Baptists. This dedicated group was set 

to meet with the attorney general and 

minister of justice to make sure the pris-

on gates would be open to them, but 

the government said no. So we don’t 

have these teams of chaplains in each 

prison like we’ve had in Canada for 150 

years. They would be the natural ones 

to dialogue and work for peace in the 

prisons and the nation, but we don’t 

have that in El Salvador. It’s hard to see 

how Christianity can be lived in the day-

today economic reality, the reality of 

violence. You see a lot of “religiosity” 

with participation in the religious pro-

cessions, vigils and masses … but still 

so much violence and corruption, and 

not much respect for one another.  

… answers to more questions for Pastor 

Brian will be appearing in the next issue 

of ‘Celebrations’, the online publication 

of the Synod of Alberta and the Territo-

ries. 

 

Thank you to everyone for the ongo-

ing support of “En Misión con El Sal-

vador: In Mission with El Salvador” 

If you wish to  further support this 

ministry, please send your cheques, 

made payable to the Alberta Synod, 

and designated “In Mission with El 

Salvador”.   
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Synod  S T A F F  I T I N E R A R Y  

AUGUST 4-7 Study week LAK 

 15 Ordination of Senior Seminarian Shane Hein - Redeemer, Hanna LAK, JEB 

 16 Call meeting - Bawlf Lutheran Parish JEB 

 19 Lutheran Theological Seminary teleconference LAK 

 22 - Sept 8 Vacation LAK 

 27 The Missional Network—Northern Cohort  JEB 

 27 - evening The Missional Network—Northern Guiding Teams Gathering JEB 

SEPT 1 Exit Interview  JEB 

 3 The Missional Network - Iteration #2, Lethbridge JEB 

 7 Labour Day - office closed  

 5-13 Vacation DMW 

 10  Plenary Session on Homelessness - Edmonton LAK 

 11 Good Samaritan Workshop - Edmonton LAK 

 13-15 Teaching Course at Lutheran Theological Seminary LAK 

 15 Installation of Rev. Dr. Michael Nel as acting President of LTS - Saskatoon LAK 

 16 Synod Executive Meeting  LAK/JEB 

 17 Bishop’s Self Care meeting - Red Deer LAK 

 17 Conference of Deans - Red Deer LAK/JEB 

 18 Synod Council Meeting - Red Deer LAK/JEB 

 19  All Program Committee Meeting - Red Deer LAK/JEB 

 22 LSM event - Creating Hope Shaped Communities LAK 

 22 Synod meetings - Edmonton JEB 

 23 CTEL Retreat - Mulhurst LAK 

 24 The Missional Network - Northern Cohort Meeting JEB 

 25 The Missional Network - Iteration #2, Clergy cohort meeting in Brooks JEB 

 26 The Missional Network - Iteration #2, Guiding Team meeting in Brooks JEB 

 29 Western Canada Bishops Teleconference LAK 
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The Rev. Shane Hein was ordained into the Minis-

try of Word and Sacrament on August 15, 2015 at 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Hanna, his home con-

gregation. 

On Saturday, August 23rd Pastor Shane was in-

stalled as the Pastor for St. Peter’s Lutheran 

Church, Medicine Hat where he has begun ministry 

along with his wife, Debbie; and children, Cole (14) 

and Kianna (9). 

 30-Oct 2 Joint Anglican Lutheran Commission meeting  - Winnipeg LAK 

OCT 1 The Missional Network - Northern Cohort Meeting - Edmonton JEB 

 2-3 Northern Conference Convention - Edmonton LAK/JEB 

 3 Ascension Lutheran, Edmonton - 50th Anniversary Banquet LAK 

 4 Preaching - Ascension Lutheran Edmonton 50th Anniversary LAK 

 5 Good Samaritan Workshop - Lethbridge JEB 

 6-7 Personal Retreat Day LAK 

 12 Thanksgiving - Office closed  

 13-16 First Call Program - Victoria, BC LAK 

 17 East Central /West Central Conference Convention - St. Peter’s, Millet LAK/JEB 

 19-21 Conference of Bishops - Niagara Falls, ON LAK 

 22 The Missional Network - Northern Cohort Meeting, Edson JEB 

 24 

Southern/Southwestern Conference Convention - Lutheran Church of the Cross, Cal-

gary LAK/JEB 

 25 - 28 Strathcona County Ecumenical Mission  LAK 

 25 Shepherd of the Hills, Calgary, 50th Anniversary  

NOV 1-3 Lutheran Theological Seminary meeting LAK 

 7-10 Teaching Course at Lutheran Theological Seminary LAK 

 12-14 Joint Anglican Lutheran Commission meeting - Toronto LAK 

 20 AiRR Meeting - Calgary LAK 

 21 - Dec. 6 Vacation LAK 

 28 - Dec. 6 Vacation JEB 

N E W  T O  T H E  A B T  S Y N O D  R O S T E R :  
T H E  O R D I N A T I O N  O F  R E V .  S H A N E  H E I N  



What is spiritual direction? 
The ministry of spiritual direction, sometimes referred to as spiritual guidance or 

spiritual companionship, has ancient roots in the Christian Church. It is primarily a 

one-on-one ministry (hence is adaptable to the need of the individual) which takes 

place in a caring atmosphere of acceptance, confidentiality and trust. 

The Shalem Institute, the foremost ecumenical centre for training spiritual direc-

tors describes the ministry as follows: 

“It is an ongoing relationship in which one person (the directee) is desirous of be-

ing attentive to his or her spiritual life, meets another person (the director) on a 

regular basis, especially for the purpose of becoming more sensitized to the pres-

ence of God’s Spirit in order to respond more fully to that Presence in all of life.” 

Who is it for? 
Spiritual direction is for anyone who wants assistance in developing personal 

prayer, growth in discernment and intimacy with God so that His love might per-

vade their perceptions and choices more completely throughout their journey. 

During the sessions the directee’s prayer and relationship with God is the main 

focus. However, one’s spirituality is not separate from, but is interconnected with 

the whole person and all aspects of life. Therefore one’s broader activities, con-

cerns and relationships may need attention as well. 

Sometimes a person may see a director for a short period only; for instance when 

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY 

Changes to minimum age 

for Marriage Licenses 

The Federal Government of Can-

ada has made changes to the 

Civil Marriage Act by 

‘establishing a new national ab-

solute minimum age of 16 for 

marriage”. Therefore, effective 

immediately a marriage licence 

cannot be issued, and a mar-

riage cannot be solemnized if 

either of the couple is under the 

age of 16 under any circum-

stance. Policy manuals, system  

changes and forms will be up-

dated accordingly. Please con-

tact Vital Statistics, Service Al-

berta, 

(www.servicealberta.gov.ab.ca)  

if you have any further ques-

tions. 

Mark your calendars for the following events this fall in the Synod. 

September 

  Sept 19: All Program Committee Meeting, Red Deer, AB  

 Sept 22: Campus Ministries - Drive for Five Sunday 

 Sept 25-27: A Retreat of Our Own, Canmore, AB 

 Sept 25-27: Kairos Prairies/North Regional Gathering, Lethbridge, AB 

October 

 October 2-3: Northern Conference Convention, Edmonton, AB 

 October 3-4: 50th Anniversary - Ascension Lutheran, Edmonton, AB 

 October 17: East Central/ West Central Conference Convention, Millet, AB 

 October 24: Southern/ Southwestern Conference Convention, Calgary, AB 

 October 25: 50th Anniversary - Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran, Calgary, AB 

S P I R I T U A L  D I R E C T O R S  Synod  
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E V E N T S  Synod  



desiring help in discerning between God’s will and their own 

desires regarding a particular decision. For other people, spir-

itual direction or companionship may become part of their 

ongoing spiritual practice. 

Who does it? The Synod of Alberta and the Territo-

ries has two Spiritual Directors: 

Diaconal Minister Faith Nostbakken has a 

two-year Certificate in Spiritual Direction and 

is a rostered spiritual director at the Provi-

dence Renewal Centre in Edmonton. She 

has a Master of Theological Studies degree 

(MTS) and a PhD in English Literature, hav-

ing taught at a university and authored sev-

eral books. She is a Diaconal Minister of the ELCIC, with a call 

to the specialized ministry of spiritual direction for the Synod 

of Alberta and the Territories.  

With a passion for stories, she sees her role as spiritual direc-

tor to help people discover their own sacred stories by listen-

ing with compassion and respect to what needs to be told so 

that it may be more fully and freely lived. Because she affirms 

God’s desire to meet us in every chapter that shapes our 

lives, she invites people considering spiritual direction to 

“come as you are” and be open to the mystery of God’s trans-

forming love and presence. Faith is available to meet people 

face to face and also has also used Skype and e-mail as a 

means of connecting with people farther away. 

Fee: The fee is based upon a sliding scale. Each session lasts 

an hour. The fee and frequency of meetings is discussed and 

agreed upon on the first session.  
 

Faith can be contacted through the Alberta Synod office (780) 

439-2636 or through the Synod website at http://

albertasynod.ca/ministries/special-ministries/spiritual-

directors/ 

 

Rev. Ron Flamand is  ordained into 

the ministry of Word and Sacrament 

in the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in Canada and his ministry has been 

in hospital/health care chaplaincy 

and congregational ministry. He is a 
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member of Spiritual Directors International (SDI) an organiza-

tion that provides support, ongoing education, resources and 

ethical guidelines for practice to its members and others who 

practice spiritual direction. He attended a two year program 

out of Queen’s House of Retreat and Renewal Centre in Sas-

katoon, SK. This formation program was ecumenical and had 

participants from a variety of Christian denominations and 

communities. 

Spiritual direction can be described in multiple ways. One that 

speaks to Pastor Ron and guides his practice is described by 

David G. Benner, “In its classical form, spiritual direction is a 

one-on-one relationship organized around prayer and conver-

sation directed toward deepening intimacy with God.” In ordi-

nary everyday language Ron likes to say that we are all 

‘walking each other home’. 

Questions, doubts, awe and wonder, grief, meaning, purpose, 

direction, emotions, celebration and anything else that helps 

define our common humanity is all grist for the mill as we jour-

ney together seeking to discern the presence and movement 

of the Spirit in and around us. Nothing in our spiritual journey 

is more important than discovering and actualizing the unique 

self-in-Christ that is my/your/our eternal destiny. This is the 

core of Christian spirituality. 

Spiritual directors are not experts, nor do they direct. They are 

listeners, listening for what is both spoken and left unspoken; 

listening for matters both of the mind and of the heart. They 

journey with others who, like themselves, are committed to the 

process of spiritual transformation. They seek to accompany 

those with whom they journey, to discern the presence and 

leading of the Spirit of God, the One who is our true Spiritual 

Director. The image of spiritual direction is  likened to three 

chairs; one for you, one for the Spiritual Director and one for 

the presence of the Spirit, who is the true Spiritual Director. 

Pastor Ron is available for further conversation should you 

have questions about spiritual direction itself or about his ap-

proach to it. 

Together with the traditional practice of face to face conversa-

tions, he is also interested in exploring alternative ways such 

as through skype and via email, in small groups and while 

walking, etc.  He can be contacted 

at roninnerjourney@gmail.com or by Cell: 780-686-3982 
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As we approach the 500th anniversary of the post-

ing of the Ninety-Five Theses on October 31, 2017, Martin 

Luther is going to be a significant topic of conversation 

and debate. An assortment of the reformer's writings will 

be presented online for everyone to read and to reflect 

upon. The texts range from Luther's personal letters and 

hymns to his doctrinal and social treatises to his cate-

chisms and his will. Each text is prefaced with an intro-

duction to orient the reader. Readers can also participate 

in online discussions. The initiative is a joint venture of 

The Lutheran World Federation and the Institute for Ecu-

menical Research in Strasbourg. Go to 

any of the following websites for more 

information: 

Luther Reading Challenge:  

http://www.lutherreadingchallenge.org/ 

Lutheran World Federation:  

http://www.lutheranworld.org/ 

Institute for Ecumenical Research:  

http://www.strasbourginstitute.org/ 

The Lutheran World 
Federation encourages 
Lutherans around the 
world to lift up this 
commemoration. 

 

Join with Lutherans across Canada and take 

the Reformation Challenge as we commemorate the 

500th anniversary of the Reformation and demonstrate 

our excitement for the theme Liberated by God's 

Grace. 

 
The Reformation Challenge calls us to: 
 Sponsor 500 refugees to Canada 
 Provide 500 scholarships for ELCJHL schools 
 Plant 500,000 trees 
 Give $500,000 to the LWF Endowment Fund 
 
Let us know your commitment to the ELCIC Refor-

mation Challenge. Tell us what you, your congrega-

tion, your family, and your community pledge to do! Go 

to www.elcic.cda//reformationchallenge.defualt.cfm 

and click on the registration button. 

Congregational Action and Response  

for Mental Health 

(C.A.RE.) Ministry Team 

In December, 2014, Augustana Lutheran 

closed their doors as a congregation after 

85 years of ministry in downtown Edmon-

ton. The resulting sale of their church build-

ing enabled them to leave a legacy of help 

and hope for the Synod of Alberta and the 

Territories. One way they wished to do this 

was through a donation to the Synod for a 

Mental Health Awareness Initiative.  

This Synod-wide enterprise focuses on the following pri-

orities: 

raising awareness of the reality of mental health issues 

in congregations; 

 educating and training lay people and rostered leaders 

about mental illness, and helpful responses; 

 identifying resources available to congregations; and 

 encouraging  development of local resources by congre-

gations.  

Resources and Actions 

On the Synod website, under the Ministries tab, you can 

find more resources to facilitate conversation or care 

within your own congregations.  

Documents: titles include: 

Adult Trauma   Childhood Trauma 

Depression   Eating Disorders 

Non-suicidal Self-Injury  Panic Attacks 

Problem Cannabis Use  Problem Drug Use 

Psychosis 

Suicidal Thoughts and Behaviours  

Helping Someone with Alcohol Use Problems 

Videos: 

Over the past 15 years Mental Health Ministries has pro-

duced many shows addressing faith/spirituality and men-
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tal illness. In each show they present a different mental health issue, provide information about that issue and invite 

persons to share their personal story offer a message of hope.   

We have included a list of videos that are available on Mental Health Ministries’ YouTube channel.  

 (https://www.youtube.com/user/MentalHealthMin/videos) 

The shows are also available on DVD and can be purchased from their website.  

 (http://www.mentalhealthministries.net/resources/dvds.html) 

The short clips are taken from the full length shows and designed to be used in worship or other settings. They are 

available on the DVD, Mental Health Mission Moments.  Most of their full length shows, including Creating Caring 

Congregations, are available on the two DVD set, Mental Illness and Families of Faith: How Congregations Can Re-

spond.  

Titles of video clips  on the ABT Synod website include: 

Mental Illness and Families of Faith     Creating Caring Congregations  

Overcoming Stigma, Finding Hope     Understanding Depression  

Addiction and Depression      Teenage Depression and Suicide  

Out of the Ashes: Transforming Trauma    Mental Illness and Older Adults  

For Better or Worse: A Couple’s Journey with Mental Illness  PTSD: Healing and Hope  

Suicide: Healing After the Death of a Loved One   Eating Disorders: Wasting Away  

cal Conversation as a result of a family tragedy. Here, 

individuals and groups, laity and clergy, come with all 

kinds of questions, for conversation, and study. Through 

OMG, she also speaks, blogs and writes. 

(www.omgcentre.com) 

 

Guest Bishop is the Rev. Elaine Sauer, from the MNO 

Synod. 

 

Thursday morning speakers are Sharon Smith of Sanctu-

ary Mental Health Ministries in Vancouver and a Luther-

an couple from a Synod congregation presenting on “The 

Lived Experience of Mental Health Recovery and the Gifts 

of a Christian Community”.    

 

More information, along with theme and online registra-

tion instructions will be sent out later in the fall. 

All lay and rostered leaders are welcome to attend the 

Annual Study Conference in Canmore. 

NOTE DATE CHANGE: The 2016  Study Conference is 

taking place from Monday, January 25 through Thursday 

January 28th. This is one week earlier than usual, and is 

due to the 2016 Women’s Alpine Skiing World Cup being 

held in Canmore in February. Please mark you calendars 

accordingly. 

 

Guest speaker is The Rev. Dr. Anna Madsen, from OMG - 

Center for Theological Conversation. Anna is a "freelance 

theologian" in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, where she is 

under call from the South Dakota Synod of the Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church of America.  

After graduating from Trinity Lutheran Seminary, she 

served a small South Dakota parish for three years be-

fore earning a Ph.D. in systematic theology in Regens-

burg, Germany.   She created OMG: Center for Theologi-
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CELEBRATING:  

The degree of Doctor of Ministry in 

Biblical Preaching  was conveyed on 

Pastor Deborah Ann Taylor (Bethel, 

Camrose) on May 17th by Luther Sem-

inary, St. Paul, Minnesota. Pastor Tay-

lor’s thesis research centered on the 

hermeneutics operative among preachers and their listeners as 

they respectively prepared and listened to Sunday sermons.  

 

An honorary Doctorate degree was bestowed upon Rev. David 

Larsen (retired, Bentley) by the Lutheran Theological Seminary, 

Saskatoon, in recognition of his 34 years as Executive Director 

of Camp Kuriakos  and in fostering the leadership development 

of hundreds of people through his ministry there. 

 

We rejoice with Rev. Shane Hein (St. Peter’s , Medicine Hat) as 

he was ordained into the Ministry of Word and Sacrament on 

Saturday, August 15th at Redeemer Lutheran, Hanna. 

 

Our congratulations to Diaconal Minister Karen 

Triomphe (Good Samaritan Society, Edmonton) 

as she and Don Wedman were married in Au-

gust. 

 

BIRTHS: 

Rev. Calvin (Lord of Glory, Lac La Biche) and wife Lori Skriver , 

along with Licensed Lay Leader Colin (Hanna, Redeemer) and 

wife, Donna Millang , are pleased to announce the birth of their 

grandson, Cohen Rasmus Skriver, on June 1st  to Mark & Maria 

(nee Millang). 

  

Bishop Ron (Retired, Red Deer) and 

Dianne Mayan rejoice in announcing 

the birth of a grandson, Lucas Edward 

Christian, born to Jeremy and Jennifer 

Mayan of Edmonton, on July 20th. 

 

Rev. Reg  (Bethany, Tilley/Faith, Rolling Hills) and Sherry  Berg  

are thrilled to announce the safe arrival of Kobie Ashton Berg on 
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NORTHERN ROCKIES INSTITUTE OF THEOLOGY 

MONTANA SYNOD OF THE ELCA 

Luther Lectures: Getting to the Bedrock of Faith 

Dr. Timothy Wenger 

October 22-23 

Chico Hot Springs Resort, Montana 

As 2017 draws near, there are many options for how best 

to remember the 500th anniversary of the 95 Theses and 

their aftermath, ranging from nostalgia, to amnesia to out-

and-out idolatry.  The Rev. Dr. Timothy J. Wengert promises 

to lead participants into renewed encounter with some of 

Lutheranism’s basic texts, especially the 95 Theses and 

The Book of Concord.  Sessions include: 
 

How Best to Commemorate 2017: Preach the Gospel - 

How the religious scene in 1517 and 2017 are much the 

same, and what Lutherans can do about it. 
 

The Basics: Justification by Faith Alone Means Christ for 

You - Justification is less a doctrine to be learned and 

more a word to be experienced. 
 

The Basics: Law and Gospel - The flip side of justification; 

eliminating both emotional manipulation and intellectual-

ization, making proclamation a matter of telling the truth. 
 

The Basics: Word and Sacraments - The miracle of pouring 

God on heads and down throats as the lifeblood of the 

church. 
 

This event will count as 8 hours of continuing education. 

CEP funds may be used for the costs of attending the 

class. All fees and costs are in US dollars. 

Class registration fee (pay to NRIT):  

 $80 (USD) clergy 

 $70 (USD) New to Ministry, retired, non-rostered 

 

To register for the event, go to: 

https://www.montanasynod.org/store/c2/

NRIT_Class_Registrations.html 

Accommodations: NRIT has reserved a block of rooms 

(Lower Lodge, Fisherman's Lodge and the Main Lodge) at 

the Chico Hot Springs Resort. Room rates vary. Contact 

the hotel at 1-406-333-4933 to make a reservation, indi-

cating that you are with NRIT. You need to reserve one 

month in advance, and pay Chico directly for food and 

housing. 



August 24; proud parents are Jade (Pr. Reg's son) & Kristie Berg.  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Diaconal Minister (Retired, Edmonton) Margaret Olson re-

quested prayers for her husband Norman who is recover-

ing at home after a stay in the Univ. of Alberta hospital un-

dergoing tests for various complications related to bowel 

obstruction and bacterial infection.    

Prayers for Rev. Ron Wesley (Retired, Edmonton) are ap-

preciated as he was recently hospitalized with blood clots 

in both lungs.  He is now resting comfortably at home and 

anticipates further testing in September to verify that all is 

well.    

Debbie Hein, wife of Rev. Shane Hein 

(St. Peter, Medicine Hat) is at home, 

recovering from a severe, allergic reac-

tion to antibiotics. Prayers for Debbie, 

Shane and family are appreciated. 

 

OUR CONDOLENCES 
With sadness, and yet with much to be thankful for, Pastor 

Corliss Homes (Retired, Calgary) reports the passing of his 

beloved wife, Caroline Brokaw-Holmes, on Friday , May 22. 

A Celebration of Caroline's life was held May 30 at Luther-

S Y N O D  O F  A L B E R T A  A N D  T H E  T E R R I T O R I E S  

Phone: 780-439-2636  Toll free: 1-866-430-2636 

Fax: 780-433-6623 

E-mail:  Bishop Larry Kochendorfer:    lkochendorfer@elcic.ca 

 Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow, Assistant for Mission: julianne@albertasynod.ca  

 Trudy Davis, Bookkeeper:    trudy@albertasynod.ca 

 Darla Wildfang, Exec. Assistant:    darla@albertasynod.ca 
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an Church of Cross in Calgary. 

She will be dearly missed by 

Corliss, her loving husband of 

60 years, four children, Ste-

phen (Kathy) Holmes, Hal Ray 

Holmes, Brent (Lina) Holmes, 

Craig (Renae) Holmes, eight grandchildren, Nathan, Josh-

ua, Jonah, Corinne, Sage, Melissa, Tylon, Maximus. Caro-

line worked as a nurse for many years before devoting 

her life raising four boys and being at her husband's side 

as he ministered at various Lutheran Churches.  

Pastor Klaus Ohlhoff (Holy Cross Lutheran in Okotoks; 

and Good Shepherd Lutheran, High River), along with his 

family, mourns the loss of his father Hermann, who 

passed away quickly and peacefully at home in Thunder 

Bay, on August 12th, at age 80, after many decades of 

living with the debilitating effects of Myasthenia Gravis. 

The family gives thanks for their Opa's life, and that Lin-

da, his wife for 61 years, was able to care for him at 

home.  

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine  

upon them. 


