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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  

 

May grace and peace be yours in abun-

dance (I Peter 1:2a). 
 

Recently I have 
been reading, 
and enjoying, 
Stephen P. Bou-
man’s, The Mis-
sion Table: Re-
newing Congre-
gation & Com-
munity (© 2013 
Augsburg For-
tress).   It is a 
very accessible 
book with each 

chapter permeated in Scripture along 
with questions and activities which lend 
themselves to group study, reflection, and 
action.  I think it would be a wonderful 
2014 companion for Church Council 
meetings or study groups in a local con-
gregation or ecumenical setting as we 
focus on mission. 
 

Mission is a word we hear a lot these days 
for different reasons.  Mission statements 
drive the work of businesses, non-profits, 
the local bowling league, and even our 
churches.  Recently, in our Synod you may 
have heard of Missional Formation Op-
portunities or of Forming Missional- 
Shaped Ministries (www.albertasynod.ca 
- “Missional Formation” tab).  Many ros-
tered leaders and congregations have en-
tered an 18 month process of missional 
formation through our work with The 

Missional Network 
(www.themissionalnetwork.com). 
 

When I speak of the mission of the church I 
mean God’s reconciling and restoring action 
in the world.  Scholars of mission have called 
this the mission Dei (mission of God).  Broad-
ly this movement of God in the world draws 
all creation to the fullness that God intends.  
In faith we believe this is happening all 
around us all the time, and part of our faith 
journey is to listen and to look for ways in 
which we can participate with God in God’s 
mission in the world. 

 

For us, our baptism in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus pulls us all toward this 
mission in the name of Jesus.  Lutherans and 
other Protestants call this Christian vocation 
“the priesthood of all believers.”  In our bap-
tism into the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, we become a member of the body of 
Christ in the world and God’s mission of 
healing, reconciling, and restoring becomes 
our own. 

 

Over these next months, and relying heavily 
on Bouman’s book as guide, I will be writing 
of several Marks of a Missional Congrega-
tion.  Each brief article will include Scripture, 
questions for reflection and discussion, and a 
prayer.  Perhaps your church council, adult 
study, youth group, coffee group will use 
these monthly writings as a time to engage 
in learning, discernment and reflection to-
gether. 

B I S H O P ’ S  M E S S A G E  
February  2014 Message for  Congregations,  Lay  & Rostered 

Leaders  

http://www.themissionalnetwork.com
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So, let’s jump in. 

Read and Reflect: Acts 2:46-47 

Discuss and Reflect: 

What does this passage say to you, at this time and 
place, about God, the church, and the wider com-
munity? 

What in this reading leads you to say, “I wonder 
about…”, or, “I noticed…” 

Share a time when you experienced worship con-
necting in a concrete way to the wider community. 

Pray together:  

Draw your church together, O God, into one great 
company of disciples, together following our 
teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, togeth-

er serving in Christ's mission to the world, and to-
gether witnessing to your love wherever you will 
send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. (The mission of the church, Evangelical Lu-
theran Worship, p. 75) 

 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believ-

ing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13). 

 

In Christ Jesus – Shalom, +Larry 

 

The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop 

Synod of Alberta and the Territories 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 

 

 

April 18: Good Friday - Synod office closed 

April 22: Easter Monday - Synod office closed 

MAY 

May 6-9: Discipleship and Mission Workshop, Trini-

ty, Edmonton 

May 10: Lay Pastoral Assistants Course: ’Baptism’ 

offered by Rev. Ryan Andersen, Good Shepherd, 

Red Deer 

May 13: Retired Rostered Leaders (and Spouses) 

Lunch at Camp Kuriakos  

 

JUNE 

June 19-21: 15th Biennial Convention of the ABT 

Synod, U of A Augustana Campus, Camrose, AB 

 

JULY 

July 13-19: Diaconal Formation Event, Providence 

Renewal Centre, Edmonton. 

July 20-23: Anglican/Lutheran National Worship Con-

ference, Providence Renewal Centre, Edmonton  

Mark your calendars for the following events this win-

ter/spring in the Synod. 

FEBRUARY 

Feb. 14 , 2014 MISSIONAL FORMATION: First Cohort 

Grouping, - Rostered Leaders: at Church of the Mas-

ter in Airdre from 1-5 pm 

Feb. 15 , 2014 MISSIONAL FORMATION: First Cohort 

Grouping - Congregational Leaders, at Lutheran 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Red Deer.  

Feb. 27 - March 1, 2014, CiRCLe M Rural Ministry Con-

ference,  ST. Albert, AB 

MARCH 

March 1: Carnaval Colombia: Dinner, dance, and auc-

tion fundraiser hosted by Mount Olivet, Sherwood Park 

March 15: University of Alberta Lutheran Synod Cam-

pus Ministry  fundraising dinner. 

March 22: Synod Councils’ Workshop at Grace Luther-

an, Wetaskiwin. 

APRIL 

April 4: ‘Images of Spirituality Ecumenical Women’s 

Event: Enthos Centre, Calgary. 

C A L E N D A R  E V E N T S  Synod  
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N O T E S  F R O M  E L  S A L V A D O R  

MERRY . . . ??? 
 

On December 19th I made it to the last of 

the Coro Nacional Christmas concerts, at 

the Teatro Nacional.  I had hoped to go 

earlier, with the option of repeating, if I 

found it worthy of such a repeat perfor-

mance.  Alas, real life kept interrupting, 

and that didn't happen.   

Getting there was at least as much of a 

challenge as I'd feared.  Snarled, snarling 

traffic, aggravated by major road construc-

tion, came close to breaking my resolve 

more than once.  Once "downtown", my 

attitude shifted to Christmas 

mode.  Whether I made it to the concert 

late--or not at all--no longer mat-

tered.  These chaotic streets smothered 

me with the Christmas spirit of El Salva-

dor, "The Saviour".  These anarchic 

streets, where one can expect to be as-

saulted and robbed, or worse, at any mo-

ment, should be avoided at all costs, con-

ventional wisdom keeps reminding us 

(actually, it was a good friend who got 

robbed that day, while enjoying lunch at a 

less-risky diner).   

I did make it to the concert, about 20 

minutes late.  I made it just in time for 

most of Rutter's Requiem Mass.  Indeed, 

the concert was worth a repeat.  There 

was much that was challenging, much that 

was charming, much that was compelling, 

much that was cheering, much that was 

celestial.  Much of the music was in my 

blood, in my bones, in my vocal 

chords.  Much of it was not.  Much was 

new and fresh, especially the creative ar-

rangements of the familiar.  This National 

Choir has improved remarkably over the 

years, from what I recall from my earlier 

years here. Their musicality now impress-

es--musical polish, musical interpretation, 

musical energy.  I wondered if I should 

check into joining them.   

The time came to leave this ethereal ele-

gance (choral and architectural), to throw 

myself back into the unholy Christmas 

streets of San Salvador, where the ven-

dors' chorus urgently serenaded the shop-

pers--not for an hour or two, but incessant-

ly, all day and most of the night. It didn't 

take much to reach--to immerse myself in--

the mayhem.  Within two steps of 

the Teatro Nacional in a direct line to-

ward my parked car, I could snatch up 

remarkable deals.  With a bit of a de-

tour, and considerable hustle and bustle 

among the hyper merchants and the 

desperate shoppers, I could find any-

thing I wanted.  The streetlights blinked 

off, but the crowd didn't bat an eye, for-

aging, forging ahead instinctively in the 

darkness.  A gentle, diffuse tropical 

breeze soothed us all, producing a calm-

ing effect in spite of the rabble. 

It hit me that I had almost been tricked--

seduced--into assuming that Christmas 

had been happening--that Jesus (the 

Bethlehem one) had been inside that 

elegant, celestial National Theatre, 

where, as reverent, awe-filled, silent 

listeners, we had been transported to 

heavenly heights by three dozen angelic 

voices.   

Back on the street--back to earth--I was 

brought back to my theological sens-

es.  Here, on the streets, is where Jesus 

was wandering ("incarnate", we like to 

call it--sounds more sophisticated in 

theological circles).  The "Little Town of 

Bethlehem" we had heard about--

meditated upon--in that nativity-scene 

aura inside the theatre, was not lying 

still, in a deep and dreamless sleep 

(especially not during census-taking in 

Bethlehem, and certainly not during 

Christmas shopping season in down-

town San Salvador).  If you have ever 

hosted Salvadorans for Christmas, you 

may now understand why "Silent Night, 

Holy Night", tucked away in someone's 

peaceful home, surrounded merely by 

family, singing carols dreamily beside a 

cozy hearth, under the delightful tree 

lights, hardly fills their nostalgic longings 

for some Christmas spirit.  Not even a 

folksy Bruce Cockburn Christmas will 

satisfy.   

A couple years ago, I proposed in my 

Christmas musings--not very convincing-

ly, evidently--that "Christmas" be 

changed, not to "holidays", but to "Jesus-

mas", focusing on the humanity of God 

incarnate.  This year, as everyone is of-

fending each other with their Christmas 

greetings, I'd like to be even more offen-

sive, offering another shift--not Jesus-

Mass (which might make us think, that 

we are referring to the "missa":  ["The 

term "Mass" is derived from the Late Lat-

in word missa - dismissal, a word used in 

the concluding formula of Mass in Lat-

in: "Ite, missa est" which translates to 

"Go; it is the dismissal" -  from Wikipe-

dia].  As Pope Francis intuits, "church"--

the body of Christ--happens not in the 

cathedral, nor even in the chapel, but on 

the street, among the masses.  So per-

haps "mass" should be changed to 

"horde", to avoid any confusion . . . thus, 

no longer "Jesus-mass", but "Jesus-

horde".   

I wandered those chaotic downtown 

streets of our Saviour, El Salvador, for 

some time, absorbing the Christmas--no, 

the Jesus-horde--spirit, pondering all 

these things in my heart.   

From my horde-congested street to 

yours, I wish you all a very merry "Jesus-

horde".   

Hoping you don't get trampled,  

Brian  

Rev. Brian Rude, DD, pastor/missionary 

of the ABT Synod, "En Misión con El Sal-

vador / "In Mission with El Salvador"   

 

Note; Pastor Brian’s report has been ed-

ited to fit the space; to read the full re-

port, please go to the Synod website: 

http://albertasynod.ca/ministries/world-

missions/el-salvador. 

 

Sympathy is offered to Pastor Brian 
upon the death of his mother, Gladys 
Rude.  Gladys was a strong supporter 
of world mission for many years. 

Gifts of financial support to compen-
sate Pastor Brian for his unscheduled 
trip back to Canada to say farewell to 
his mother and to attend her funeral, 
may be forwarded to the Synod, with 
a note designating the gift as “Rude – 
emergency compassionate travel”.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Late_Latin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Late_Latin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ite,_missa_est
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Synod S T A F F  I T I N E R A R Y   

FEB 9-10 Conference of Deans - Canmore LAK 

 10-13 Synod Study Conference - Canmore LAK, JEB, SJV 

 13 CTEL Committee meeting - Canmore LAK 

 14 Missional Formation: Synod Team meeting LAK, JEB,SJV 

 14-15  Missional Formation First Cohorts meeting: Airdrie and Red Deer JEB 

 15-24 Vacation LAK 

 18-20 Church Extension and Capital Fund meeting - Winnipeg JEB 

 20-22 Canadian Missions Consultation meeting - Winnipeg JEB 

 25-28 Joint Anglican/Lutheran Commission (JALC) - Toronto LAK 

 27-Mar 1 CiRCLe M Rural Ministry Conference - St. Albert JEB 

MAR 1 Mount Olivet, Edmonton: ‘Carnaval Colombia’ Fundraiser LAK 

 5-6 Conference of Bishops - Winnipeg LAK 

 6-8 National Church Council meeting - Winnipeg LAK 

 12-14 Personal Retreat Days - Edmonton LAK 

 13 Synod Convention Local Arrangements Committee meeting - Leduc SJV 

 15 Lutheran Campus Ministry dinner - Edmonton LAK 

 16 Preaching/Presiding at Grace Lutheran, Wetaskiwin LAK 

 17-19 Examining Committee - Saskatoon LAK 

 18-20 Lenten Retreat Days JEB 

 22 Grace, Wetaskiwin, Church Council Workshop LAK, JEB, SJV 

 27-30 Truth and Reconciliation Events - Edmonton LAK 

 28 Synod Council Meeting - Red Deer LAK, JEB, SJV 

APR 4 Leadership Development meeting - Edmonton SJV 

 4-6 Images of Spirituality - Women’s Ecumenical Retreat - Calgary JEB 

 4-6  Lutheran Theological Seminary Board Meeting - Saskatoon LAK 

 10-14 Visit Holy Family , Yellowknife LAK 

 16-17 Personal Retreat Day LAK 

 18/21 Good Friday /Easter Monday- office closed  

 18- May 4 Vacation LAK, JEB 
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‘Living Worship - Shaping 

Life...In the Potter’s Hand’. 

The Fifteenth Biennial Convention of the Syn-

od of Alberta and the Territories will be held 

Thursday, June 19 to Saturday, June 21, 

2014 at the University of Alberta, Augustana 

Campus, Camrose.  
 

Keynote speaker will be Dr. Alan J. Roxburgh, who 

will introduce the Missional church concept, which 

has already begun with a number of rostered and 

lay leaders in Alberta. 

Michael Harvey (author of ‘Back to Church Sunday’) 

will surprise you with your church’s potential, and, 

along with a celebratory banquet on Friday and up-

lifting worship,  we will be electing a synodical bish-

Synod C O N V E N T I O N  2 0 1 4   

op and secretary; the  convention 

concluding on Saturday afternoon 

with closing worship.  
 

Each congregation was sent a letter in 

December, specific to their member-

ship, outlining convention fees and number of dele-

gates they are allowed to send and including deadlines 

to be met.  

Rostered leaders who are not in call to a congregation, 

such as  those employed in a service agency or as a 

chaplain, as well as all retired rostered leaders, will 

have received their letter at their homes or places of 

work. If you have not received your letter yet, please 

contact the Synod office.  

Delegate information packages will be sent out mid-

April. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to con-

act Sharon at the Synod office: (780-439-2636, 1-866-

430-2636 or sharon@albertasynod.ca) 

Mennonite Disaster Ser-

vices began some small 

rebuilding projects in High 

River with teams on the 

ground in December. They 

will be gearing up this 

month to help bring long-

term recovery to High Riv-

er. CLWR will provide sup-

port to MDS for building 

materials for those who 

would not be able to afford them through their own 

savings, government grants, and insurance. They em-

phasize the ecumenical cooperation component of 

this partnership, which complements the reconcilia-

tion efforts that have taken place between Lutherans 

and Mennonites in recent years.  

In taking this a step further, they have invited Lutherans 

to engage with MDS by volunteering their time (for a day, 

a week or two, or longer) to help rebuild homes in High 

River.  

There are also opportunities for youth groups to attend a 

week long session where they will live onsite and assist in 

repairing houses. Information on this program can be 

found here: http://mds.mennonite.net/programs/youth-

programs 

A high level of interest in helping High River was ex-

pressed from congregations in Calgary the conference 

conventions last fall. Please feel free to share these vol-

unteer opportunities with those in your community 

(across Alberta) who might be interested. Complete de-

tails can be found at: www.mds.mennonite.net/projects/

highriverab 

H I G H  R I V E R  U P D A T E   
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C O N F E R E N C E S ,  W O R K S H O P S  A N D  L E C T U R E S  

ing that God is already at work there, and 

setting out on the adventure of joining in 

God’s mission in that neighbourhood.  

This intensive 3-day workshop is de-

signed to build on that interest and fo-

cuses on answering the question, “HOW 

do we become that church?” 

Cost: $450 including taxes, lunches, and 

study materials ($50 discount, each, for 

3 or more from one pastoral charge) 

More Infor-

mation:  www.conciliationservices.ca 

 

‘WEAVING STRANDS: LITURGY 

FOR LIVING’  

The Anglican Church of Canada and 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Canada will hold a National Worship 

Conference in Edmonton, July 20-23, 

2014 at Providence Renewal Centre. 

The theme ‘Weaving Strands: Liturgy 

for Living’ illustrates the cooperative 

nature of the conference, which prom-

ises to weave together Anglican with 

Lutheran, liturgy with music, and wor-

ship with everyday life..  

Workshop leaders include many Lu-

theran pastors from the ABT Synod, as 

well as Bishop Larry Kochendorfer, fi-

bre artist Cindy Hoppe and singer/

songwriter Linnea Good .  

For more information, and a full look at 

all the presenters and their work-

shops , as well as to register, go to 

www.nationalworshipconference.org 

DISCIPLESHIP AND    

MISSION WORKSHOP 

Tuesday (1 PM) – Friday (Noon), May 

6 – 9, 2014  at Trinity Lutheran, Ed-

monton.  Presenter: Rev Ernie HIno-

josa 

From “Blockbuster” to “NetFlix”:  

Being Church in an Era of Rapid, Dis-

continuous Change. In a world grow-

ing less and less interested in at-

tending churches of any kind, our 

collective future increasingly de-

pends on our ability to raise people 

up and send people out.  This work-

shop is built upon a team approach 

where rostered and lay leader(s) 

learn and work together to apply the 

concepts to their local context. Work-

shop participants will leave with a six

-month plan aimed at jump-starting 

the journey, tailored to your particu-

lar context and situation.  

Cost: $450 per basic congregational 

team (consisting of one rostered and 

one lay leader) 

$150 per additional team member 

(either rostered or lay) 

Registration is LIMITED and includes 

all refreshments + lunches (Wed/

Thurs). See the poster included with 

this mailing for more information. Or 

visit the synod website at  alber-

tasynod.ca/missional-formation/

opportunities where you will also be 

able to register online. 

Register before March 14th to re-

ceive EARLYBIRD pricing $400/basic 

team + $125/additional participant. 

Grants to help offset fees are available 

from the Synod; please contact the of-

fice. 

7th Annual Western  

Canada Spring Training 

Institute for Church Lead-

ers  

“Becoming a Missional Church / Be-

coming a Missional Leader: How to 

equip your congregation to reach a 

changing world”   

Dates:  May 6 to May 8, 2014 

Location: Providence Renewal Centre, 

3005 - 119 Street NW, Edmonton, AB, 

AB  T6J 5R5 

Presenter: Rev. Dr. Alan Roxburgh, An-

glican pastor, professor, writer and 

consultant with more than 30 years’ 

experience in church leadership, con-

sulting and seminary education. 

Please note that this ecumenical event 

is open to rostered as well as lay lead-

ers.                    

We have all heard the term, 

“missional” applied in a variety of ways 

in recent years. Alan Roxburgh, one of 

the foremost thinkers in everything 

missional, suggests that the missional 

church, in its ideal form, is a unified 

body of believers, intent on being 

God’s incarnational presence to the 

community that surrounds it, recogniz-

Synod  

http://www.nationalworshipconference.org
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Missional Formation 

In this area you will find content relat-

ing to new possibilities for mission;  

links to events, and items such as 

ideas for shared ministry, to help your 

congregation discern God’s work in 

the world, and their call to participate 

in this work.  

Information for rostered leaders and 

congregations are now on the site, as 

well as videos of the first presenta-

tion by the Rev. Dr. Alan Roxburgh 

last fall in Red Deer. 
 

Congregations Seeking Pastors 

A new tab, called ‘Congregations 

Seeking Pastors’ can be found under 

People - Congregations. There the 

Synod office will list the current con-

gregations who are actively seeking 

Pastors.  
 

NEW: Bishop’s news list. 

A new email newslist is now ready and 

available for those who wish to re-

ceive emails directly from Bishop Lar-

ry. This is a read-only list and cannot 

be replied to. If you wish to receive 

these informational emails and up-

dates, please send an email to Darla 

at the Synod office requesting that 

you be added to it. 

(darla@albertasynod.ca) 
 

Using the Synod newslist 

For those of you who have subscribed 

to the  Synod  email newslist, please 

be aware that in replying to a mes-

sage, everyone will see it. If you wish 

to RSVP to an event or person, please 

start a new email message. Email in-

boxes have been clogged with unnec-

essary replies, which impedes our abil-

ity to communicate clearly with each 

other.  

If you are sending an invitation or 

message that requires a response, 

please  consider including your email 

address in the message, inviting oth-

ers to click on it directly to answer you. 

And as usual, we thank everyone for 

their gracious patience as we work 

with this technology.  
 

Email addresses have changed for 

some of the synod staff. Please up-

date your contacts list with the fol-

lowing email addresses: 

sharon@albertasynod.ca 

trudy@albertasynod.ca 

julianne@albertasynod.ca 

Synod  W E B S I T E  A N D  N E W S L I S T  

 ‘WON’T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOUR?’  

Saturday March 22nd from 9:15 to  3:45 pm all 

are invited to Grace Lutheran Church, Wetaskiwin for 

the annual - SYNOD COUNCILS WORKSHOP. This 

is a great opportunity for congregation council 

members to gather together to talk, share, learn and 

worship.  

This year’s keynote speaker, the Rev. Karen Wilk, will 

talk about the Unravelling of Christendom. “Those 

called and empowered for leadership amongst God’s 

people in God’s world today have cause to pause as 

churches and the world they once knew seem to be 

unravelling all around them. “  

Karen will explore the changes facing congregations 

and what it means today to follow and lead like Jesus.  

 

Workshop options include;  

 Why Neighbourhood?  (Pastors Karen Wilk and Lee 

Woolery) 

 Renewing Relationships with Our First Nations 

Neighbours (Chaplain Harold Roscher) 

 Caring for The Neighbourhood’s Contributions ( Syn-

od Treasurer Stephen Wildfang)  

 Resources for Pastors and Congregations (Pastor 

Matt Lyseng) 

 A Neighbourly Life for Giving  (David Koski)  

 

Cost is $40.00 per person up to 6 people. (6+, cost is 

$30.00 per person.)  Lunch and refreshments are provid-

ed. 
 

To pre-register, call the synod office (780-439-2636) or 

email  Darla at darla@albertasynod.ca  by March 1, 

2014. For more information and a schedule, or to regis-

ter  individuals or groups online, please go to: 

www.albertasynod.ca, click on Leadership and chose 

Councils-Workshops. 

Synod  C O N F E R E N C E S ,  W O R K S H O P S  A N D  L E C T U R E S  C O N T I N U E D . . .  



Post Retirement Gathering - for Rostered Leaders 

and Spouses 

Bishop Larry Kochendorfer and the Synod of Alberta and 

the Territories invites you and your spouse to gather for 

fellowship and for lunch at Camp Kuriakos on May 13, 

2014 at 10:30 a.m.  

Those who are not actively serving a parish on a regular basis have fewer 

opportunities to meet and to connect with colleagues and synod staff; there-

fore, the Synod is providing this opportunity to gather.  There will be coffee 

and muffins waiting for you upon arrival.   

In order to assist with food preparations, please contact the Synod office by 

May 9th to let us know  if you are able to attend – 780, 439-2636 (toll-free at 

1-866-430-2636) or by e-mail to sharon@albertasynod.ca or  

darla@albertasynod.ca 

Due to the proposed 

Canada Post rate 

increases, Synod 

mailings have be-

come increasingly 

expensive to send 

out in paper format.  

In order to be good stewards of our 

financial and environmental re-

sources, we encourage everyone who 

can, to receive the Synod mailing via 

email. If you would be able to receive 

the synod mailings electronically, 

p l e a s e  e m a i l  D a r l a 

at :darla@albertasynod.ca 

 

 

Acknowledging the biblical teaching of the ‘priesthood 

of all believers’, the Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPA) pro-

gram equips lay people for service in their own congre-

gation.   

Today there is an even greater need for lay people to 

participate in the ministries of their congregations. The 

courses offered provide people with skills and 

knowledge to serve in areas of pastoral care, preach-

ing, teaching, liturgy, evangelism, visitation, youth 

work, congregational leadership and more. Although 

the following courses have been designed for the LPA 

program, everyone is welcome to attend.  

Fee: $75. – payable to “Alberta Synod”. $25 for LPA 

Graduates. You are welcome to bring a bag lunch or join a 

group who will go to a nearby restaurant. 

Register by calling the Synod office: 1-866-430-2636 or 

(780) 439-2636,  or by going online to   http://

www.albertasynod.ca/leadership/lay-assistants-program 
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Baptism - offered by The Rev. Ryan Andersen 

May 10, 2014 at Good Shepherd, Red Deer 

It can seem like almost a routine event in the church.  A young 

child is brought to the church.  Often the family is looking nerv-

ously around since they have rarely entered the church before.  

Then promises are spoken, a pastor pours water on the child, 

prays for the Holy Spirit and anoints them for ministry.  What 

has happened is one of the most extraordinary events in a per-

son’s life.  It is an event that also marks the shape of how our 

faith will continue to transform that person and their communi-

ty.  How do we understand this event?  How do we then support 

the process of transformation and renewal that begins in bap-

tism?   

Missions - offered by The Rev. Lee Woolery 

September 13, 2014 

at Lutheran Church of Our Saviour (8831 Fairmount 

Drive SE, Calgary) 

God is at work in the neighbourhoods of our communities.  

We are invited to join God in this mission and ministry.  

We will explore together what it means to leave the 

church building and be the church God call us to be.  As 

someone once said, “Church is about the sending, not the 

seating.”  
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ELCIC WOMEN OF FAITH 

FUND 
In recognition of the “significant con-
tribution of the women of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Women (ELW) of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada (ELCIC)”, a new ELCIC 
Women of Faith Fund was estab-
lished in 2011. 

The ELCIC Women of Faith Fund 
will provide grants for the purpose 
of encouraging and facilitating, “the 
Christ-centred ministry of women 
within the [ELCIC] and In Mission 
for Others.” 

“The ELCIC Women of Faith Fund 
will honour the work of women in 
our church in the areas of faith and 
spiritual growth, fostering supportive 
communities, developing leadership 
skills and working towards justice 
and peace,” says ELCIC National 
Bishop Susan C. Johnson. 

The initial contributions to the fund 
come from the residual amount re-
maining after the dissolution of 
Evangelical Lutheran Women Inc. 
(ELW). The contribution comes as 
per ELW bylaws. Individuals or 
groups may also make additional 
donations to the fund. 

Grants for the ELCIC Women of 

Faith Fund will be available on an 

annual basis.Applicants need to 

submit their proposals for review 

and consideration by an advisory 

committee appointed by National 

Church Council. 

For more information, and an appli-

cation form go to: 

http://elcic.ca/Womens-Desk/

FaithFund.cfm 

CELEBRATING DIACONAL SUNDAY - 2014 
 
On February 23, congregations and members of the ELCIC are invit-
ed to celebrate Diaconal Sunday and raise awareness of diakonia 
(service) as a vital dimension of the church's witness and of rostered 
diaconal ministry as a valuable expression of church leadership. 

Resources for worship and study are available on the ELCIC web-
site (www.elcic.ca) and include a new hymn written by a diaconal 
candidate and generously shared with the church for this occasion. 

Since 2012, the ELCIC National Church Council has designated the 
last Sunday of February to be celebrated as Diaconal Sunday within 
the church. 

View the resources for Diaconal Sunday 2014 at http://elcic.ca/

Leadership/For-Ministers/DiaconalSunday.cfm 

GERMAN LUTHERAN HERIT-

AGE IN ALBERTA  - Resources 

Available 

Rev. Horst Gutsche has shared a 

list of books and other resources 

available for congregations and/or 

individuals to purchase. These 

books are a wealth of information 

about the early settlers in Alberta of 

German heritage, including those 

from Poland, Vohynia and Austria. 

Some of these volumes also in-

clude DVDs, CDs with pictures and 

other programs such as Microsoft 

Excel in which census data has 

been collected from as far back as 

1880. 

 

Titles include books by Dr. Manfred 

Prokop (A History of the Teaching of 

German in Alberta 2009; A History 

of Alberta’s German-Speaking Com-

munities - Vols 1 and 2; A Settle-

ment of Immigrants of German 

Origin in Southern Alberta Between 

the 1880s and 1910s: A Fact Book; 

A Settlement of Immigrants of Ger-

man Origin in Southern Alberta Be-

tween the 1880s and 1910s: A 

Fact Book;  A History of Austrian 

Migration to Canada, and many 

more.)   Please contact Dr. Prokop 

at mprokop@ulaberta.ca for more 

information or to purchase books. 

 

Another set of resources are the 

books, ‘Step Back in Time! - Volume 

1  and 2 - A Historical Travel Guide 

for Albertans 

of German Her-

itage’ which 

focus on 

Northern and 

Central Alber-

ta. These 

books, which 

included DVDs, 

are available 

for $70.00 

plus shipping 

costs from the author, Lorraine 

Dreger Yackulic.  

You can contact Mrs Yackulic by 

phoning (780) 973-5036 or email-

ing lyackulic@shaw.ca. 

 

Rev. Horst can be contacted at  

hwg1923@hotmail.com if you wish 

to find out more about these au-

thors and their works. 

http://elcic.ca/Womens-Desk/documents/ELCICWomenofFaithFundGrandApplication.docx
http://elcic.ca/Leadership/For-Ministers/DiaconalSunday.cfm
http://elcic.ca/Leadership/For-Ministers/DiaconalSunday.cfm
http://elcic.ca/Leadership/For-Ministers/DiaconalSunday.cfm


 Justice Camp 2014 - LAND 

Justice Camp 2014 – 

LAND will be held in 

Edmonton, Alberta, 

from August 15th to 

August 21st, 2014.  

Hosted by the Diocese 

of Edmonton, the 

Camp is a unique in-

tergenerational learn-

ing experience, aimed 

at developing justice 

leadership within the 

churches of Canada. 

Six Justice Camps 

have been held across Canada since 2005.  Unlike a 

conference, Justice Camps are interactive, with dynam-

ic hands-on learning through immersion experiences 

guided by trained facilitators and local justice partners.   

Justice Camp 2014 – LAND welcomes participants of 

all ages from across Canada in its intergenerational 

appeal, yet we hope that 40% of the participants will 

be young adults (18-35 years of age) to encourage in-

tergenerational solidarity in education and action re-

garding God’s justice.  

 “Justice Camp 2014 – LAND,” major elements of the 

six day Camp include: 

The theme “LAND” explored with outstanding lead-

ers recognized for their expertise in the fields 

of theological reflection, social justice and 

Church and community development. 

Three day immersions with site visits experiencing 

first-hand justice issues related to Western 

Canada including: “Oil and Gas Industry: Re-

sponsible Resource Extraction,” “National 

Parks: Ecology and Conservation,”  

“Reconciliation: Walking the Journey Together,” 

“Poverty: Homelessness and Affordable Hous-

ing,”  “Food Ethics,” “Interreligious Perspec-

tives: LAND,” “The Arts and Social Change.” 

Creative Worship and theological reflection are ma-

jor elements of the Justice Camp.  Participants 

will reflect on their Camp experiences through 

the lens of scripture, and the seven sacred 

teachings of First Nations people.    

We believe that Justice Camp 2014 – LAND addresses 

the central concerns regarding God’s Justice ad-

dressed at the Joint Assembly 2013 “Together for the 

love of the World,” guided by the 5 Marks of Mission.   

The Joint Assembly declaration committed to learn, 

raise awareness, advocate, act and pray regarding 

Homelessness and Housing and Responsible Resource 

Extraction.  

As many justice leaders near their retirement years, 

the Justice Camp 2014 – LAND opens a tremendous 

opportunity for the Church to nurture inter-generational 

solidarity, that is, to pass the torch of social justice 

ministry to young adults within our faith communities.   

Justice Camp 2014 – LAND provides a rare opportunity 

for Christians to develop skills in theological reflection 

building leadership in faith based social action regard-

ing God’s justice! The sharing and networking that will 

occur at the Justice Camp will enable participants to 

return home inspired, renewed in faith and strength-

ened to become catalysts for change! 

God’s Peace 

The Rev Rick Chapman+ 

Chair – Justice Camp 2014 LAND  

 

Online registration for “Justice Camp 2014: Land” 

is available at http://justicecamp.ca/ 
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http://justicecamp.ca/


25th  Annual  Ecumenical  Women’s  Gather ing  

This is your invitation to the 25th Annual ‘Images of Spirituality’ 
Gathering. Come and join with other women to celebrate God's 
great gift of a creative spirit within each of us. 

Images of Spirituality is an ecumenical gathering organized by An-
glican, Baptist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and United 
Church women. It is an annual week-end of spiritual nourishment, 
refreshment, and fellowship for Christian women. 

Theme: Exploring the Creative Breath of God 
Session Leader: Kathie MacDuff, Anglican Artist 

Worship Leader: The Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow, Assistant for Mission, Synod of Alberta & The Territories, 
       ELCIC 

Date: April 4-6 2014 at Entheos Retreat Centre, (west of Calgary) 

Cost:  $220 if registration received by Mar. 4; $240 if received after March 4 2014.  

A non-refundable deposit of $70.00 must accompany registration form; fees include double accommodation, 
meals and program. 

For more information & registration form, go to: www.imagesofspirituality.ca or call Barb 403 272-1950 

CiRCLe M Rural Ministry Conference 

An ecumenical gathering brought to you by: 
 

Centre for Rural Community Leadership & Ministry (CiRCLe M) 

Rural Church Pastors Network (RCPN) 

Cypress Hills Rural Pastors' Conferences 

February 27 to March 1, 2014 
St. Albert, AB  

Place: Next Christian Community Church 

Keynote Speaker: 

Right Rev. Mark MacDonald 
Canada’s First National Indigenous Anglican Bishop 

Some of the  Workshop Topics: 

Preparing rural congregations for disaster 

Mentoring young rural pastors 

Ethnostress – impacts of PTSD through generations 

Leadership training of lay leaders (when they don’t have a 

pastor) 

Healing of a broken church 

Calling to rural ministry 

Watch for more information at www.circle-m.ca. 
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tal, Edmonton, recovering from 

multiple surgeries and doing well in 

rehab. 

Rev Harold Brose (retired - Stony 

Plain) has returned home after a 

two week stay in the hospital. The 

Brose’s are getting some home 

care support but continue to appre-

ciate the prayer support of the Syn-

od. 

 

Dianne Mayan, wife of Bishop Ron 

Mayan (retired - Red Deer) is re-

ceiving ongoing care for cancer and 

continues to convalesce at home 

after breaking her leg . 

AnnE Zimmerman, (Executive Direc-

tor, On Eagle's Wings) as she recov-

ers from surgery on February 3rd.  

 

OUR CONDOLENCES 

Rose Good, Admin 

Assistant from Peace, 

Leduc, and long-time 

Synod volunteer 

passed away on December 6, 

2013 after being diagnosed with 

cancer last fall. 

OUR CONGRATULATIONS 

Tim and Joanne Wray (St. Peters’ 

Millet) are delighted to welcome 

their third child 

into their family, 

Eva Ruth Wray. 

Eva was born 

on December 4 

at the Grey Nuns Hospital, Edmon-

ton. They give thanks to God for 

the gifts of life, health, care givers 

and family.    

Rev. Greg Anderson 

(Trinity, Grande Prairie) 

married Sarah Ander-

son on November 

26th in a private ceremony officiated 

by Pastor George Friedrich at Glory 

Lutheran Church, Edmonton. 

Rev. Arnold Alksne (St. John, Calgary) 

and Marion McGuigan were on mar-

ried Monday, January 27 in Guelph, 

Ontario., where they celebrated with 

her parents who are unable to travel. 

 

HEALTH CONCERNS 

Rev. Erland Nord (retired, Edmon-

ton) is now at the Glenrose Hospi-

Ellen Mayan, mother of Bishop Ron Ma-

yan (retired-Red Deer) passed away on 

January 5th after a long struggle with 

Alzheimer’s.  

Rev. Arnold Hagen (retired - Camrose) 

passed away peacefully on January 12 

after a long battle with cancer. Arnold is 

survived by his wife, Ruth; six children 

and spouses, 21 grandchildren and 30 

great-grandchildren. Rev. Hagen was 

president of CLBI, Camrose from 1962 

- 1985 as well as various congregations 

in B.C. and Alberta. 

 

Rev. Ted Arndt (retired - Legal) passed 

away peacefully on Saturday, January 

18, at the Sturgeon Hospital, St. Albert 

following several health complica-

tions.  He is survived by his wife of 53 

years, Denise, four children, 10 grand-

children and 6 great-grandchildren. Rev 

Arndt was pastor in many congrega-

tions through out western Canada, retir-

ing from Central Lutheran, Provost, in 

1992. 

 

Rest eternal grant them,  
O Lord,  

and let perpetual light  
shine upon them. 

 

S Y N O D  O F  A L B E R T A  A N D  T H E  T E R R I T O R I E S  

1 0 0 1 4  -  8 1  A V E ,  N W  E D M O N T O N ,  A B   T 6 E  1 W 8  

Phone: 780-439-2636  Toll free: 1-866-430-2636 

Fax: 780-433-6623 

E-mail:  Bishop Larry Kochendorfer:    lkochendorfer@elcic.ca 

 Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow, Assistant for Mission: julianne@albertasynod.ca  

 Sharon Villetard, Assistant for Programming:  sharon@albertasynod.ca 

 Trudy Davis, Bookkeeper:    trudy@albertasynod.ca 

 Darla Wildfang, Admin. Assistant:    darla@albertasynod.ca 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S / P R A Y E R  R E Q U E S T S  Synod  


