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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ – 
 
I thank my God every time I remember 
you… (Philippians 1:3). 
 
This year I am inviting you to reflect on 

portions of Paul’s letter, to all the saints in 

Christ Jesus who are in Philippi (1:1b), as 

you gather for church council, adult study, 

youth group, coffee group and are 

engaged in learning, discernment and re-

flection together.  

Relying heavily on the writings of Fred 

Craddock and of David Lose, each article 

will include a brief reflection on a Scrip-

ture passage, questions for reflection and 

discussion, and a prayer.  

I encourage you, as we begin, to read 

Paul’s letter in its entirety in one sitting; 

remembering as you read that this is a 

letter – of Paul – to a church.  

 

Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, for I 

know that through your prayers and the 

help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will 

turn out for my deliverance (Philippians 

1:18b-19). 
 

As we will see again and again, one of 

the significant questions Paul’s letter 

prompts is just how in the world he finds 

it possible to rejoice in his circumstanc-

es. He is, after all, in prison, stripped of 

both his friends and usual support. And 

while in this verse he talks with confidence 

of being delivered, the verses which follow 

seem more ambivalent about the ultimate 

outcome of his imprisonment.  

Paul, that is, may very well die in his prison 

cell or, even if he evades this fate for the 

time being, be sentenced to death at 

a later time. 
 

How, then, can he talk about rejoicing?  
 

How, then, might we emulate Paul’s confi-

dent joy? 
 

Perhaps by reading Paul’s words carefully, 

we can “lean into” the joy Paul both exhib-

its and exudes. Two clues toward that end 

lay right here, tucked into this brief verse 

and a half. 
 

First, Paul says that he knows that ‘through 

your prayers” he will find deliverance. Paul, 

in other words, knows that he is not alone.  
 

And one of the most important ingredients 

to a joyful life is cultivating a sense of con-

nection with others. Paul both knows, and 

is known by, the Philippians. He has lived 

with them, worked with them, suffered with 

them, shared himself with them and re-

ceived their sharing of themselves with him 

as well.  

These are the necessary elements of con-
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nectedness – mutual sharing that involves allowing our-

selves to be truly seen so that we might see others as 

the children of God that they are.  
 

A second clue to Paul’s confident joy comes in the sec-

ond half of the same sentence. Not only does he count 

on the prayers of his friends, but he also depends on 

“the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.” Paul, that is, 

knows that he cannot endure his situation alone and 

counts on the support of the Spirit. 
 

This may not seem like much of a confession coming 

from Paul. He is, after all, often called “the divine 

Apostle” and even “the second founder of Christianity,” 

so perhaps we expect this kind of pious talk from him. 

But I think this statement, like the last one, shows a pro-

found vulnerability. Paul is willing, after all, not only to 

recognize his own limitations but also to admit them, 

even embrace them, inviting the support of both the 

Spirit and his friends. 
 

To imagine that we can get by without the support of 

friends and God may seem foolish, but at the same time 

admitting our need, even our dependence, on this sup-

port can often be hard. We live in a culture that cele-

brates the “self-made” man or woman, and so even 

while we know that none of us is truly self-made, admit-

ting our vulnerability and need can be intensely difficult.  

Yet only by doing so can we find the connection that 

helps us, as it did Paul, to rejoice even in the most chal-

lenging of circumstances. 
 

Read and Reflect: Philippians 1:18b-26 

Discuss and Reflect: 

What in this reading leads you to say, “I wonder 

about…”, or, “I noticed…” 

Comment on the following: …one of the most important 

ingredients to a joyful life is cultivating a sense of con-

nection with others. How is this connectedness lived 

out in your context? Share personal examples as appro-

priate. How might this mutual sharing be expanded? 

Comment on the following: Paul…knows that he cannot  

endure his situation alone and counts on the support of 

the Spirit. How is this vulnerability expressed in your 

context? How might it be deepened? 

Pray together: Dear God, remind us that we are your be-

loved children so that we may find the courage to let our-

selves be seen, to see others as your children, and to 

trust in the help of the Spirit. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

Amen (Philippians 4:23). 
 

In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom,  
+Larry  
 
 

The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop  
Synod of Alberta and the Territories  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada   

N O T E S  F R O M  E L  S A L V A D O R  

Christmas Spirit 
 

Christmas spirit impacted me early this 

year--Nov. 16, to be precise . . . well 

before Advent, Christmas decorations 

were up at the mall already, of course, 

but my pondering had nothing to do 

with such crass Christmas commercial-

ism.  It came, rather, with the 25th an-

niversary of the Jesuit martyrdom--six 

priests and their two female assistants 

assassinated by the Salvadoran mili-

tary, trained and financed by the 

USA.  This year was different for several 

reasons:   

1) our annual CRISPAZ Board meet-

ings had been re-scheduled to take 

in the expanded 25-year commemo-

ration, bringing a couple dozen more 

kindred spirits than usual from the 

USA;  

2) a communicator with the Salva-

doran Lutheran Church had, for the 

first time, asked me to write up my 

experiences of and reflections on 

being arrested from the Lutheran 

Church-become-war-refuge hours 

after the assassination of the Jesu-

its, leading me to consider even 

more deeply what that experience of 

the urban offensive and repression 

had meant to so many Salvadoran 

colleagues who were victimized and 

traumatized much more severely 

than I was;  

3) profound chats with a German 

woman who had returned to visit El 

Salvador, comparing stark memo-

ries of our shared ordeal of arrest, 

imprisonment and interrogation, for 

the first time with anyone who had 

shared that ordeal.   

So what does incarceration have to 

do with incarnation?  What does as-

sassination have to do with Christ-

mas spirit?  What does martyrdom 
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have to do with Jesus' birth?  Since 

adopting El Salvador, land of the Sav-

iour, land of the martyrs, as my physi-

cal and spiritual home, I have become 

increasingly impacted--through study 

and through life itself--by the close 

correlation between stable and cross, 

between incarnation as a vulnerable, 

marginalized, displaced, threatened 

and exiled baby, and incarnation as a 

judged and crucified victim.  One 

leads to the other.  One cannot be 

separated from the other.  One is the 

other.   

Through my own small experience of 

being handcuffed, blindfolded and 

interrogated through that dark night of 

martyrdom 25 years ago, I recall fol-

low-up episodes, joining with those 

who had been through much worse, 

each recounting our own war sto-

ries.  Without saying a thing, I would 

be included in such intimate, closed 

circles, someone remarking: "He's one 

of us.  He's been through this" . . . 

through my own minor token of incar-

nation, of walking with, of accompany-

ing, of solidarity.   

In the months prior to the martyrdom 

of the Jesuits in November, 1989, I 

clearly recall it being risky in the ex-

treme to talk openly of peace, to pro-

pose dialogue, to seek a negotiated 

settlement to the ongoing travesty of 

internal armed conflict.  While the 

murder of the Jesuits and their help-

ers came as a shocking tragedy, it 

was not really such a surprise.  Death 

threats had been published and 

broadcast with regularity and mali-

ciousness, against them, against all of 

us (I was on 3 lists, with many others--

Lutherans, pastors and internationals, 

all considered to be subversive 

threats).  The trembling but coura-

geous, faithful nation knew that death 

threats had to be taken seriously.  I 

understand that a similar atmosphere 

reigned leading up to the assassina-

tion of Mons. Romero in 1980.  He 

clearly anticipated his own martyr-

dom.   
 

As the current impasse of social vio-

lence seems to be becoming more 

and more entrenched, "respectable" 

society slamming the gates on, reject-

ing, their young compatriots, El Salva-

dor finds itself once again in a deep 

debate over whether or not dialogue 

with such gang criminals can be con-

sidered or permitted.  Concepts like 

"truce" and "negotiation" have been 

black-listed out of the scenario entire-

ly.  Troubled peace-makers wonder if 

peace-making is being criminalized by 

those who define and enforce the 

rules.   
 

When current community, family and 

individual realities, told with tremen-

dous anguish, confirm some of the 

sensationalism on which the public 

media depends, one gets a sense that 

the current atmosphere of El Salvador 

isn't so far removed from those of 

1980 and 1989.  And yet, now, as 

then, colleagues, fully aware of that 

reality, surrounded by those in their 

care, in their parishes and neighbour-

hoods, who are suffering threats, dis-

location, disappearances, murders 

and massacres of loved ones, one 

cannot but feel awe at their simply-

stated conviction:  "I am not afraid.  I 

will be with my people, whatever that 

means."  They do ministry on and 

across innumerable arbitrary life-and-

death borders, facing tremendous 

vulnerability and risk with great faith 

and courage.   
 

What is this but incarnation?  What is 

this but Christmas spirit?  Such incar-

national Christmas spirit is not just 

historic; manifest in the spirits and 

lives of Jesus, Romero and the Jesu-

its.  It is the Christmas spirit I witness, 

which surrounds me, every moment of 

life and ministry in the land of El Sal-

vador—The Saviour, in the land of the 

martyrs.  We witness incarnation, we 

"celebrate" Christmas Eve, every mo-

ment of the year.   

In the intimate quiet of my Dad's room 

in Camrose yesterday, I listened to my 

cousin (whose daughter has visited 

and absorbed El Salvador) and her 

friends of "Grace Notes" in Regina, 

singing on the their Christmas CD, "A 

Gift of Love", a moving song called 

"This is a Wonder".  The jacket notes 

read: "This original work was commis-

sioned by Grace Notes especially for 

this recording. . . The lyrics for the com-

position are based on a poem written by 

Dennis Hendricksen (a friend/

colleague, also of Regina), which itself 

was based on a poem by Laurence 

Houseman (1865-1959)."  The lyrics 

combine Bethlehem / Golgotha, man-

ger / cross, with both Regina and El Sal-

vador: 
Listen now, for this is a wonder, 

A marvelous myst'ry we share. 

Listen now, listen now, listen now,  

We declare a wonder. 

 

Light looked upon the earth, 

Light saw the darkness and said: 

"Into the midst of the darkness will I 

go." 

 

Peace looked down upon the earth,  

Peace saw the conlict and said: 

"Into the midst of the conflict will I go." 

 

Love looked down upon the earth, 

Love saw the hatred and Love said: 

"Into the midst of the hatred will I go." 

 

Thus came Light and shone pure. 

Thus came Peace and gave rest. 

Thus came Love and brought life. 

And the Word was made flesh,  

and dwelt among us.   

Gloria Deo, Gloria Deo, Gloria Deo, 

This is a wonder. 

Welcome, these Christmas days, to this 

world of wonder, where incarnation 

brings life, hope and peace, into worlds 

of darkness, conflict and hatred . . . the 

incarnation of Jesus, the incarnation of 

Romero, the incarnation of the Jesuit 

priests, the incarnation of Salvadoran 

colleagues in El Salvador each mo-

ment . . . incarnation, enfleshment, love 

in the flesh, in both birth and martyr-

dom.   
 

In Christmas solidarity, 

Brian  

Rev. Brian Rude, DD, 
 

"En Mision con El Salvador—In Mission with El Sal-

vador", of the Alberta and the Territories Synod of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 

 



Page 4 N O T E S  &  N E W S  

A Synod of Alberta and the Territories 

delegation, in partnership with Hosan-

na Lutheran Church, Edmonton, will be 

journeying to El Salvador from March 

17-30, 2015.  

 

 The purpose of the delegation journey 

is to experience, embrace and engage 

the contexts and ministries of “En Mis-

ion con El Salvador – In Mission with El 

Salvador”, travelling with Pastor Brian 

Rude; to build relationships with our 

sisters and brothers in Christ in El Sal-

vador;  as well as participate in the 

25th Anniversary of the Congregational 

partnership between Redeemer Luther-

an, San Miguel and Hosanna Lutheran, 

Edmonton. 

The five participants, along with Bishop 

Larry Kochendorfer are: (L-R) Nordahl 

Flakstad, Nancy Neu-

mann, Helen Bowden, 

Bishop Larry, Ray Jan-

ke, and Rev. James Hen-

dricksen. 

Draft Itinerary/Daily Prayer list: 

Mar 15: Commissioning Service in home 

congregations. 
 

Mar 17: flight to San Salvador, El Salva-

dor— pray for safe travel. 
 

Mar 18: Romero Sites /Museum and Chap-

el—pray for Nordahl Flakstad 
 

Mar 19: Journey to San Miguel - pray for 

Nancy Neumann 
 

Mar 20: Meet with Pastor Belinda and the 

congregation of El Redentor—pray for Hel-

en Bowden 
 

Mar  21: With El Redentor congregation/ 

Evening Celebration – 25 years – hosted 

by Synod Delegation—pray for Bishop Larry 
 

Mar 22: Worship – El Redentor,  San Mi-

guel—pray for Ray Janke 
 

Mar 23:  Leave for San Salvador 

—pray for James Hendricksen 
 

Mar 24: Participation in Remembrance of 

Monsignor Oscar Romero  - pray for Brian 

Rude 
 

Mar 25: Meet with Bishop Medardo Gomez 

and Lutheran Staff —pray for Nordahl Flak-

stad 
 

Mar 26: Prison Ministry/Justice Panel—pray 

for Nancy Neumann 
 

Mar 27: Recreation/Lutheran Ministry—

pray for Helen Bowden 
 

Mar 28: Lutheran Ministry/ visit develop-

ment projects outside San Salvador—pray 

for Bishop Larry 
 

Mar 29:  Worship in San Salvador/Palm 

Sunday—pray for Ray Janke 
 

Mar 30: Visit Lutheran Pastors/Evaluation 

of Journey—pray for James Hendricksen  
 

Mar 31: Departure for Edmonton—pray for 

safe travel 
 

Update: The Journey to Colombia, 

originally planned for August, has 

been cancelled at this time...watch for fu-

ture opportunities to journey to our Partner 

Companion Synod.  

Synod  J O U R N E Y  T O  E L  S A L V A D O R  

WALKING TOGETHER—In the Spirit of the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission 

Everyone is invited to attend four events on the weekend o f March 20-22, 

2015 in Edmonton. Jointly sponsored by the ABT Synod and Lutheran 

Campus Ministry—Edmonton,  guest presenter, Dr. Terry LeBlanc will be 

speaking  at Trinity Lutheran Church.  

March 20th at 7:00 pm screening of “Gently Whispering the Circle Back” 

followed with a discussion with Elder Charles Wood and filmmaker Beth 

Wishhart MacKenzie . 

Saturday, March 21, Dr. LeBlanc will be speaking  at 1:00 pm (Reclaiming 

the Word; Shifts in Theology and Thinking) and 6:00 pm at the Friends of 

Lutheran Campus Ministry Annual Banquet .  Both take place at Trinity.  

Sunday, March 22, Dr. LeBlanc will be the guest preacher during worship 

at Trinity.   

Please see the poster enclosed  in this mailing for more information. 

NEW TO THE ABT SYNOD ROSTER  

We welcome the Rev. Dr. Kayko Driedger Hesslien to 

interim ministry at St. John Lutheran Church in Calgary. 

Kayko transferred from the Eastern Synod where she 

was pastor at Emmanuel, Toronto. 

Camp Kuriakos welcomes Rev. Art Weiss at their new 

Executive Director. Art comes from Texas where he was a 

rostered member of the ELCA and has a background in 

Camp Ministry. 

Bethel Lutheran, Camrose, is eagerly awaiting the arrival 

of their new pastor, Rev. Deborah Ann Taylor. Pastor 

Deborah is transferring from the Eastern synod where 

she was pastor of  Mt. Calvary, Ottawa. 



Synod  S T A F F  I T I N E R A R Y  

FEB 1 Conference of Deans—Canmore, AB LAK, JEB 

 2-5 Synod Study Conference for Lay and Rostered Leaders LAK, JEB 

 5-7 Faith, Order and Doctrine Meeting—Calgary LAK 

 7 The Missional Network: Step Four; Good Shepherd, Red Deer JEB 

 11 Synod Team—Missional Network meeting LAK, JEB 

 12 The Missional Network—Edmonton Cohort meeting JEB 

 13 Synod Council Executive Committee meeting LAK 

 13 The Missional Network—Drayton Valley Cohort meeting JEB 

 16 FAMILY DAY— synod office is closed  

 17-18 Personal Retreat Day LAK 

 18-21 CECF meeting in Winnipeg JEB 

 21 Journey to El Salvador—pre journey Educational Session LAK 

 26 The Missional Network—Edmonton Cohort meeting JEB 

 26 Western Examining Committee meeting LAK 

MAR 5-7 National Church Council meeting in Winnipeg LAK 

 10-11 Personal Retreat Day LAK 

 13 Synod Council meeting  LAK, JEB 

 17-30 Journey to El Salvador LAK 

 22– Apr 7 Vacation JEB 

APR 3 GOOD FRIDAY—synod office is closed  

 6 EASTER MONDAY—synod office is closed  

 11 Congregational Life Workshop in Red Deer LAK, JEB 

 12 Redeemer Lutheran, Hanna—Bishop Larry preach and preside LAK 

 14-16 Personal Retreat Days LAK 

 17-18 Inhabit Conference: Seattle School of Theology & Psychology,  JEB 

 19 Glory Lutheran Church  - 10th Anniversary LAK 

 27 Bishop’s Self-Care and Renewal Team meeting  LAK 

 28 Retired Rostered Leaders and Spouses BBQ at Camp Kuriakos LAK, JEB 
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RETIRED ROSTERED LEADERS AND SPOUSES Annual BBQ Lunch at Camp Kuriakos 

Bishop Larry Kochendorfer and the ABT Synod invites you and your spouse to gather for fellowship and for lunch 

at Camp Kuriakos on April 28, 2015 at 10:30 a.m.  

 

There will be coffee and muffins waiting for you upon arrival.  In order to assist with food preparations, 

please contact the Synod office by  Apr 9th to let us know  if you are able to attend –  

(780) 439-2636 (toll-free at 1-866-430-2636) or by e-mail to darla@albertasynod.ca 
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Synod  

Bible study brings scripture 

alive for Lent 

Winnipeg, 20 January 2015--A new 

contextual Bible study is set to bring 

the message of the scriptures to Angli-

cans and Lutherans in a relevant, ac-

cessible way this Lenten season. 
 

Endorsed by members of the Joint Angli-

can-Lutheran Commission (JALC), the 

shared resource is available free online 

and represents another initiative in the 

full communion partnership between the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 

(ELCIC) and the Anglican Church of Cana-

da (ACC). 
 

The Rt. Rev. Terry Dance, Bishop of Nor-

folk in the ACC Diocese of Huron and a 

member of JALC, prepared the study for 

Lent during a sabbatical to help church 

members engage with each other and 

the biblical text while providing guidance 

to ministry in their own lives.  

 

The bishop spent an estimated 200 

hours writing the study, which addresses 

scriptural readings for Lent, Palm Sun-

day, Good Friday and Easter and con-

nects experiences in the life of Christ to 

the mission and ministry of the church 

today  

Dean Peter Wall, Anglican member and 

co-chair of JALC, looked over the final 

draft to ensure the study would prove an 

ideal resource for both Anglicans and 

Lutherans. 
 

“This is an impressive piece of work—

carefully and comprehensively looking at 

the Sunday readings for Lent in this 

[church] Year B,”  says Wall. 

“It provides good and easily used re-

sources for a facilitator and also gives ex-

cellent 'extra' background reading material 

for those who wish to use it; itwould deeply 

enrich one's journey through the Sundays 

in Lent.” 
 

Both the ELCIC and ACC will promote the 

Bible study online. An overview and re-

sources are now available.  
 

The Rev. André Lavergne, a member of 

JALC and assistant to the bishop, ecumeni-

cal and interfaith for the ELCIC, praised the 

study for its “grassroots quality.” 
 

“It follows the lectionary, and that’s a lec-

tionary that is shared between Anglicans 

and Lutherans…It’s very accessible, wheth-

er you’re an Anglican or a Lutheran, We’re 

going to be reading the same texts during 

Lent and therefore studying the same ma-

terial, so that’s very helpful.” 
 

You may download the Lenten Bible 

study from  the ELCIC website 

http://www.elcic.ca/

ecumenical/2015LentStudy.cfm 

 

A Lenten Series for our Age 
 

7 study sessions for congregational 

groups  

Lent invites us to slow down and take 

time to learn from Scripture how to 

examine our lives “before God”. It’s a 

time to reflect, repent, reconcile and 

Spend your time in Lenten Discipline 

reflecting on what repentance and rec-

onciliation in Christ might mean for us 

in the 21st Century, and find the cour-

age and encouragement to act on 

what you learn.  

Join Norman Wirzba and Fred Bahnson 

as they take us on a Lenten journey in 

their recent book: Making Peace with 

the Land (God’s Call to Reconcile with  

Creation).  

Congregational 

studies, as a 7-

week series, will be 

supported by one or 

two-page outlines 

for each week, with 

notes, highlighted 

Scripture readings, questions, and 

hymn suggestions. The complete se-

ries is available on the synod website 

at http://albertasynod.ca/ministries/

worship/prayer-and-devotions/ 

 

A Lenten inv i tat ion …  

For the past few years Pastor Bruce 

Elhert (Mount Olivet, Sherwood Park) 

has compiled daily prayers for the sea-

son of Lent and sent them daily via e-

mail.  

You are invited to receive them this 

year!  

Many of the prayers come from an-

cient sources by our early church 

‘parents’. Other prayers are more con-

temporary. All have been chosen be-

cause they are concise and thoughtful. 
 

Getting a prayer in your “inbox” every 

day can provide a devotional pause in 

your day during a season in which we 

are encouraged to more intentionally 

make space for God .  
 

If you wish to subscribe, send an e-

mail with the word “subscribe” in the 

subject line to  

pastor.bru@mountolivet.ca 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: If you received daily 

prayers from Pastor Bruce during Lent in 

2014, you are automatically subscribed. 

Do not subscribe again, or you’ll receive 

L E N T E N  

RESOURCES 

http://www.elcic.ca/ecumenical/2015LentStudy.cfm
http://www.elcic.ca/ecumenical/2015LentStudy.cfm
mailto:pastor.bru@mountolivet.ca


gregation can offer to people is friendship. People flour-

ish when we give them our time, attention, and ac-

ceptance. Unfortunately, congregations too often offer 

“help” to those in need without also offering friendship.2  

Likewise, worship services may be experienced in the 

same space, but the opportunity to make friends is not 

part of the equation. Strong churches create many ave-

nues for people to learn the names and interests of oth-

ers as well as group social time. Intentionally practicing 

multiple means for long-term members as well as new-

comers to be known and to know others is sacred work. 

As John O’Donohue asserts: “Friendship is the nature of 

God.”3 

The size of the congregation doesn’t make a difference 

in whether people have close friends within the church 

or whether their participation is increasing or decreas-

ing. Both large and small churches must engage in prac-

tices to address this fundamental human need. 

 

Helping worshipers grow spiritually. When congrega-

tions help worshipers grow spiritually, they are also cre-

ating stronger bonds with others. Worshipers who are 

spiritually connected are also emotionally connected. 

The venue for spiritual growth varies but most people 

need to devote time to private devotional activities, 

seek to grow through worship service participation, 

learn from and with others in a small-group setting, and 

discover new truths through service and leadership. 

Frederick Buechner shares the conviction that “when 

faith stops changing and growing, it dies on its feet.”4  

Congregations that fail to meet these needs of their 

members place them at spiritual risk. 
 

Creating opportunities for participation and service. 

Worshiper involvement and participation that grows 

over time signal that the sense of attachment and be-

longing is also rising. People gain a sense of satisfaction 

from contributing to the congregation’s ministries and 

feel part of a team. 

Typically, a sizable percentage show up at worship but 

The PARISH PAPER 
IDEAS AND INSIGHTS  

FOR ACTIVE CONGREGATIONS 
 

February 2014 - Volume 22, Number 2 

Why a Sense of  

Belonging Matters 

With our cultural emphasis on individuality, too many 

people are lonely and feel disconnected from others in 

their community. Because a sense of belonging can be 

linked to economic development, city planners and com-

munity organizers attempt to create environments where 

residents can enjoy a sense of belonging. Local churches 

also provide some of the fiber that weaves people to-

gether by offering them a place to belong and to be 

known. 

Strong congregations organize in ways that help people 

feel close as they worship together, disclose life’s joys 

and sorrows, and share their deepest beliefs. Strong 

congregations find approaches to encourage emotional 

attachment because having a sense of belonging is a 

basic human need. Psychologist Abraham Maslow, who 

wrote about the hierarchy of human needs, cited belong-

ing as the third most important, coming after only physio-

logical and safety needs. For worshipers, the sense of 

belonging is how individuals experience community. In-

tentionally fostering a sense of belonging among mem-

bers is one of the weight- bearing walls in the structure 

of strong congregations.1 

What Creates a Sense of Belonging? 

Focusing on members’ vertical relationship with God 

alone—with little attention to their horizontal relation-

ships with other worshipers—slowly unravels the commu-

nity’s overall health. What exercises increase the congre-

gation’s heart rate? 
 

Offering friendship. Close friendships generate feelings 

of belonging. One of the most important resources a con-
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sit in the bleachers during other church activities. In the aver-

age congregation, only one-third of the worshipers engage in 

at least four of these ways: attending services; joining a small 

group; holding a leadership position; being a part of church 

decision making; and regularly giving money. Some churches 

believe that they lose members because new attendees drift 

away not long after joining. But in truth, these newcomers 

never formed meaningful attachments. Effective congrega-

tions build assimilation bridges by which newcomers quickly 

bond to new friends, groups, and service opportunities.  

 

Meeting age and life cycle needs. Congregations with a 

healthy heart—those with a high percentage of worshipers 

feeling a strong sense of belonging— recognize how younger 

worshipers connect to places (e.g., through sports teams or 

mission activities). Worshipers younger than forty-four years 

of age count on being emotionally attached to their congre-

gation as a key ingredient for their commitment and involve-

ment. At the same time, congregations cannot take older wor-

shipers’ attachment for granted. In fact, congregations with 

an older age profile tend to have lower overall scores on 

sense of belonging measures. 
 

Building positive engagement in the congregation’s future 

vision. When a congregation captures worshipers’ imagina-

tion about the church’s future ministry possibilities, wor-

shipers also have a greater sense of belonging. They are 

able to envision what the faith community working togeth-

er can accomplish with God’s help. Further, they have 

been offered a stake in that future by committing to share 

their time and talents to make it happen. Everyone acts 

on the shared belief that the best years of the church’s 

ministry lie ahead. 
 

When Being Friendly Is Not Enough 

A true congregational strength consistently operates whether 

or not the worshipers or leadership are aware of it. Further, a 

real strength is embedded in the behaviors, beliefs, and val-

ues of the majority of worshipers. As a result, a number of 

worshipers can leave without diminishing this strength nor 

does it depend on a few key leaders. A genuine congrega-

tional strength gains momentum and muscle when it be-

comes central to the conscious identity of the congregation. 
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Without routine maintenance and regular exercise, the 

strength of a healthy sense of belonging among church 

members and the experience of community quickly deterio-

rate. Strong congregations demonstrate four pathways to 

generating feelings of belonging. They: 

 Develop groups that help people feel loved and give 

them the opportunity to express love for others. 

 Promote friendships that give newcomers feelings of 

acceptance and self-esteem. 

 Offer service or leadership roles and responsibilities 

that give people a sense of purpose, meaning, and 

positive self-identity.  

 Present spiritual-growth experiences that deepen 

members’ life-shaping values. 
 

Each of these pathways are like load-bearing walls. Remove 

one or more of the walls and the structure is weaker and 

more vulnerable to mission failure. 
 

The Bottom Line 

“The hunger to belong is not merely a desire to be attached 

to something. It is rather sensing that great transformation 

and discovery become possible when belonging is shel-

tered and true.”5 This description underscores why strong 

churches make possible the greatest individual transfor-

mations and discoveries of all. With the significance of be-

longing in mind, review the structure, practices, and rituals 

present in your current worship services, educational pro-

grams, small groups, ministry outreach, and decision-

making processes. 

Does participation give people the chance to make friends 

and deepen their relationships with others? 

Does involvement foster greater spiritual growth and under-

standing? 

Does participation help people to learn more about the con-

gregation’s ministry vision and help them find a place to 

use their gifts toward that purpose? 
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WANTED! 
If you (or someone you know) is looking for somewhere 

to donate good, useable, even attractive home furnish-

ings, Camp Kuriakos is interested. 

 

Before arriving with your furniture, please call or email 

the camp office to discuss. We have a small space and 

we need to use it wisely. 

Email: info@kuriakos.ab.ca      Phone: 403.746.2702 

Thank you  for your help! 
 

Items needed: 

1 or 2 couches  (ideally one hide-a-bed) 

1 or 2 armchairs 

coffee table 

3 shelving units suitable for living room or bedrooms 

flatscreen tv with stand 

tv stand/media console 

kitchen table and chairs for 6 people 

2 twin beds 

2 or 3 bedside tables 

2 dressers 

2 or 3 floor lamps 

2 or 3 table lamps 

2 small desks (approx 36" 

wide by 18-24" deep) 

 

 

Camp Kuriakos welcomes a new Executive 

Director, the Rev. Art Weiss.  

 
Pastor Art last served in  El Campo, Texas in the ELCA. 

Through his career, Art has served with two outdoor 

ministry sites in Texas as well as a camp in Michigan. 

In addition, he has served several parishes within the 

ELCA. He is looking forward to building relationships 

with the ELCIC community in Alberta and enjoying his 

new home on Sylvan Lake. 
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The Fifteenth Biennial  

Convention of the ELCIC  

will be held in Edmonton, Alberta from July 

9 to 12, 2015 with the plenary sessions 

occurring at the Shaw Conference Centre in 

downtown Edmonton.  

 

The National Convention will start at Thursday noon and end 

at Sunday noon. The Saturday, July 11th banquet will be held 

at the downtown Chateau Lacombe Hotel. The closing wor-

ship service on Sunday, July 12th will take place at Trinity Lu-

theran Church. For more information, please call the synod 

office or go to the website: http://albertasynod.ca/

convention/national-convention/ 

 

DELEGATE REGISTRATION 
  

The registration fee of $1,350 for rostered and lay delegates 

includes two meals daily (lunch and supper/banquet) plus 

coffee breaks during the convention, delegate travel costs 

(travel equalization for all delegates across Canada), and 

transportation from and to the Edmonton Airport for dele-

gates staying at the convention hotels or universities. The 

delegate registration fee does not include accommodation 

or breakfast. Delegates will be on their own for breakfast. 

 

Lay delegates elected at congregational Annual General 

Meetings must notify the Synod office that they are their 

congregation’s delegate, before they are able to register 

with the National office. Go to the synod website and look 

for the Lay Delegate Notification Form under conventions. 

Rostered delegates have already notified the Synod office 

last November. 

 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION PACKAGE 

 The convention registration information package will be 

posted to the ELCIC website on February 23, 2015. 

Online registration will open on March 2, 2015.         

mailto:info@kuriakos.ab.ca


 

 

Mark your calendars for the following events this winter and spring in the Synod. 

February 

Feb. 2-5: Synod Study Conference in Canmore. All are lay and rostered leaders are welcome to attend. 

Feb. 22: Diaconal Sunday 

  

March 

Mar. 17—30: Synod delegation Journey to El Salvador  

Mar. 20-22: ‘Walking Together’ Joint ABT Synod / LCM-Edmonton event  in Edmonton 

Mar. 21: Lutheran Campus Ministry—Edmonton Annual Banquet 

 

April 

April 11: Congregational Life Workshop at Good Shepherd, Red Deer 

April 19: 10th Anniversary of Glory Lutheran Church, Sherwood Park 

April 28: Retired Rostered Leaders and Spouses BBQ lunch at Camp Kuriakos 

C A L E N D A R  E V E N T S  Synod  
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DIACONAL SUNDAY—

FEBRUARY 22, 2015 

Diaconal Ministry – Ministry 

of Word and Service 

Diaconal Ministers are called to a ministry of “Word and 

Service.” Rooted in the Word of God, and accountable to 

the church, diaconal ministers train both theologically 

and for a particular service.  

Inherent to diaconal vocation is leading and equipping 

all the baptized for diakonia, by helping people to 

discern gifts for service, by encouraging awareness of 

the world’s brokenness, and by forming supportive com-

munity in the midst of ministries. 

Within the ELCIC, diacaonal ministers are currently serv-

ing in Chaplaincy, Christian Education, Public Edu-

cation, Nursing, Parish Nursing, Parish Assistant, 

Parish Visitation, Family and Youth Ministry, Music, 

Interim Ministry, Parish Ministry, Youth and 

Preteen Ministry, Child Care, Parish Administration, 

Camp Ministry, Counselling, First Nations Ministry 

and Spiritual Direction.  

 

The Synod of Alberta and the Territories has 13 

Diaconal Ministers.  

 

Resources 

Additional information, prayers and Resources for 

Diaconal Sunday are available online. 

www.elcic.ca/leadership/for-ministers/

diaconalsunday 
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Official Donation Receipts 

It has come to our attention that official tax receipts given by some congregations are not compliant with the Canada Revenue 

format as mandated by the Income Tax Act. It is important that every registered charity, such as a congregation, gives out tax 

receipts with the correct information. We have included an example of a tax receipt for a simple cash/cheque donation. 

The following is taken directly from the Canada Revenue Agency’s website:  

 

There have been changes to the requirements for official donation receipts. To make issuing receipts as simple as possible 

for charities and still meet the necessary requirements, the Canada Revenue Agency has provided sample official donation 

receipts. Different receipts correspond to different circumstances; these receipts contain the information that must be pro-

vided according to the Income Tax Act. However, they are only a guide and your receipts do not have to appear exactly as 

presented but must contain all the relevant information.  

 

Basic information required on every official tax receipt must include the following elements, including the notice that it is 

an official donation receipt, and the website address:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consequences of improper receipting 

 

A registered charity that issues an official donation receipt that includes incorrect or incomplete information is liable to a 

penalty equal to 5% of the eligible amount stated on the receipt. This penalty increases to 10% for a repeat offence within 

five years. 

 

A registered charity that issues an official donation receipt that includes deliberately false information is liable to a penalty 

equal to 125% of the eligible amount stated on the receipt. If the charity is liable for penalties in excess of $25,000 for 

issuing false receipts, that charity is also liable to one year's suspension of its charitable status. 

 

A registered charity that contravenes or continues to contravene the receipting requirements of the Income Tax Act could 

also have its registration revoked. 

 

To find out more about issuing receipts, including gifts-in-kind, and to find other samples of official receipts, please go to: 

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/prtng/rcpts/menu-eng.html 

 
Caution: Gifts of services 

A registered charity is not permitted to issue an official donation receipt for a gift of service. At law, a gift is a voluntary transfer of property. Gifts of 
services (donated time, skills, or efforts) provided to a charity are not property, and therefore do not qualify as gifts for the purposes of issuing 
official donation receipts. For more information, see http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/prtng/rcpts/menu-eng.html  and look for : Gifts of ser-

vices and What is a gift? 

 

We encourage all congregations to review their practices of issuing receipts and make any necessary corrections. 

Official Donation Receipt for Income Tax Purposes 

Receipt # XXX   

Charity name 

Charity address 

Charity BN/Registration #    Date donation received: (can be just the year it was received)  

  

Donated by: ___________________________________________ 

   (first name, initial, last name)  

Donor address: ________________________________________  

 

Eligible amount for tax purposes: ___________________  Date receipt issued:___(full date)______________  

 

Authorized signature: _____________________________________________________   

 

For information on all registered charities in Canada under the Income Tax Act please visit: Canada Revenue Agency www.cra-

arc.gc.ca/charitiesandgiving 

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/prtng/gfts/srvcs-eng.html
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/prtng/gfts/srvcs-eng.html
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/prtng/gfts/whts-eng.html


OUR CONGRATULATIONS 

Diaconal Minister Virginia (Clive, Saron) and her 

husband, Ed Burke  have "officially and legally" 

welcomed  their son, Samuel Philip Jeffrey, after 

a three year adoption journey. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

Rev. Charlotte Strecker-Baseler (Armena Parish) under-

went hip surgery at the end of November. She  and her 

husband, Rev. John Strecker-Baseler (St. Pauls, Mill creek, 

Edmonton) thank the Synod for their prayers during sur-

gery and recovery. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Norman Olson, husband to Diaco-

nal Minister Margaret (retired - 

Edmonton), underwent surgery on 

January 9th. After some initial 

complications following surgery, 

he is now at home convalescing. 

Prayers for healing and strength 

are much appreciated. 

 
 

Bishop Larry Kochendorfer (Synod of Alberta and the Terri-

tories) and wife, Cathy, ask that you keep his sister Gayle, 

husband Terry and their family in your prayers as she was 

diagnosed with Leukemia early in October. On January 

16th she underwent a stem cell transplant, from a dona-

tion from one of her sisters, Janice. Janice is doing very 

well, as is Gayle, and they will know how her body has, and 

is, receiving the stem cells over the next weeks.  Gayle will 

remain in Calgary at the Tom Baker Cancer Center for at 

least three months. Prayers for Gayle, Terry, and their fam-

ily; for Janice and her spouse, Bill; and for those who provide 

medical care and support are welcome.  
 

We invite your continued prayers for Joan Carlson, spouse of 

Pr. Glen Carlson (retired) Joan has been receiving Chemother-

apy for multiple myeloma since August 1, 2014 and her doc-

tors seem pleased with her progress. She has one more treat-

ment this week and then will be given a break from chemo for 

4 weeks. Osteo arthritis is also challenge so they will pursue 

some physiotherapy to manage it, and they thank you for your 

prayers . 

 

Prayers following scheduled knee surgery on Thursday, Janu-

ary 22nd, for Rev. Greg (Trinity, Grande Prairie) and his wife, 

Sally Anderson would be appreciated. Greg came through the 

surgery well, and is recovering at home. 

 

OUR CONDOLENCES 
Sylvia Bjornson, mother of Rev. Deborah Moroz (Trinity, White-

horse) passed away on Thanksgiving Monday in Winnipeg. We 

extend our sympathy to Pastor Deborah and her husband, 

Tom; and family. 

We give thanks for the life and service of Pastor Harold Brose 

(retired) who died Jan 4, 2015 in hospital in Stony Plain sur-

rounded by his family. A funeral service was held on Friday, 

January 16, 2015 at Trinity Lutheran Church, in Edmonton. 

Harold is survived by his wife, Leona; children Anne Marie  

and Philip (Elisa); and grandchildren, Melinda (Josh), Martin 

(Paige) and Cara  

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light  

shine upon them. 

S Y N O D  O F  A L B E R T A  A N D  T H E  T E R R I T O R I E S  

Phone: 780-439-2636  Toll free: 1-866-430-2636 

Fax: 780-433-6623 

E-mail:  Bishop Larry Kochendorfer:    lkochendorfer@elcic.ca 

 Rev. Dr. Julianne Barlow, Assistant for Mission: julianne@albertasynod.ca  

 Trudy Davis, Bookkeeper:    trudy@albertasynod.ca 

 Darla Wildfang, Exec. Assistant:    darla@albertasynod.ca 
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