
Dean’s Report for the West Central Conference Convention, October 2014 

 

Thanks be to God for yet another opportunity to write to you as your Dean!  I have always been 
thankful for the kind of people, with their talents and skills, at work within this West Central 
Conference.  May the Lord continue to bless us as we continue to work out the ways in which 
we can best put these talents and skills to use for the benefit of the whole body of Christ! 

Now, first things first!  I wish to thank all those on our WCC Council who have given of their time 
and wisdom this past year.  Thanks go Lois Roper (our chairperson), Carol Bell (secretary), 
Howard Melnikel, Rev. Marc Jerry, Rev. Kathy Calkins, Gail Berg, Rev. David Melax, and our 
Treasurer by appointment, Dallas Craven.  Your work is much appreciated.  To those stepping 
down from the Council, you will be missed and special thanks for the work you have offered.  
Perhaps you can rejoin the council again sometime…? 

Although I am sure much has been going on at congregational levels (it seems our pastors and 
diaconal ministers are all very busy people), there have not been too many pastoral changes or 
congregational changes to report.  Rev. Rita Roste has retired from Grace, Wetaskiwin, and 
recently Pastor Rene Faille (sort of retired, Anglican) has been installed as interim pastor.  
Camp Kuriakos continues with the call process in order to call a pastor to the full time ministry of 
Camp Director.  Laureen Wray, Assistant Director has been filling in as temporary Director while 
the Camp is in call process…which is now going on several years! 

Our institutional pastors, Mabel Woo and David Larsen (also sort of retired) continue their work 
at Bethany, College-Side in Red Deer as Chaplains. 

Our Lutheran/Anglican parishes continue their good working relationships together and it is a joy 
to see the Rocky Mountain House and Bentley parishes enjoying the fellowship.  Thanks to 
Rev’s Chris Nojonen in RMH and David Holmes at Bentley. 

The ordination of Dyanna Noble took place September 27 at the Warburg congregation 
(apologies to Trinity, Warburg, and the conference that I was unable to attend due to previous 
family commitments).  May God richly bless Dyanna ministry! 

St. Paul’s in Olds welcomes seminarian, Erik Sorensen, and wife, Michelle to their worshiping 
community and to Olds for the coming year.  Things have already begun and they have entered 
the family at St. Paul’s with great ease.  We look forward to the year together. 

Our two Camps in the WCC, Mulhurst and Kuriakos continue to do amazing work with people of 
all ages, and especially with that younger crowd of youth.  Any support we can throw their way 
ought to and should be given!! 

As we look to the future there may be a number of restructuring changes coming our way over 
the next few years.  We shouldn’t be fearful of these, but welcome them with some excitement 
and enthusiasm, even, perhaps venturing to be a bit proactive.  Some of our congregations and 
pastors have already “dipped their toes” in that water.  How we do things may change, but the 
gospel of Christ and God’s gracious attitude towards us remains always constant and 
unchanged.   

May the peace of Christ dwell in all of you now and forever.  Rev. John Lentz, Dean 


