
2017 Southwest Area Gathering 

Dean’s Report 
 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels 

without knowing it.” (Hebrews 13:2 NRSV) 

 

The centerpiece of the SW Conference’s shared ministry in the past year has been the Refugee Mission. 

This project exemplifies a way that churches in the new, more compact, Area Groups (more on which to 

come later in this report) can work together on specific ministry that brings them together and focuses 

their sense of shared identity. An abbreviated form of the Refugee Mission report is shared here: 

 

The South West Conference Refugee Mission (SWCRM) was formed in November 2015. The 

purpose then was to sponsor a refugee family, in response to the great need for safe haven 

for displaced persons in our world and in response to the Reformation Challenge of the ELCIC. 

All of the churches in the SW Conference of the Alberta Synod are part of this group. Since 

that first sponsorship, our mission has evolved into “Lutherans supporting refugees in 

Calgary”, focusing less on sponsorship of new immigrants to helping those already arrived 

and continuing to arrive in our city. 

 

The Aldakkak family arrived on September 8, 2016. We entered into a Blended sponsorship 

with the Canadian Government, with CLWR as our Sponsorship Agreement Holder. We 

prepared an apartment, furnished with donations, and the Aldakkak family settled in. They 

have studied English through the LINC program at Columbia College, where Maram and 

Zuheir both continue in English classes and the little boys are happy in daycare provided by 

their school. They have gotten to know Calgary well, enjoying some of our outdoor spaces and 

events, as well as the mountains. Zuheir, a chef by trade, has provided food for some of our 

congregations’ special events. 

 

We continue to learn about refugees in our city that need our support, financial and 

otherwise. The “otherwise” is perhaps the most important part. The friendship and consistent 

support that you can provide a refugee family is immeasurably important.  They need guides 

to life in Canada and in Calgary. They need every opportunity to have English conversation, no 

matter how short. Every conversation is a learning experience.   

 

Ongoing work of the SWCRM includes: 

• continued social support for the Aldakkak family 

• social and financial support for the Aldayoub family, also immigrants from Syria 

• support for the Fajardo family, newcomers to Calgary from El Salvador 

• support for the Elwan family, arrivals from Syria last May 

 

Donations to the SWCRM can be made through church offerings, earmarked for the Refugee 

Mission. 

 



The SWCRM, composed of 10-12 representatives of Calgary and area churches, meets 

monthly and is open to new members. For details about the work, or to get involved, please 

talk to a committee representative or your pastor. 

 

Core committee members, and congregational contacts include: Mark Christensen (Hope), Marla Mulloy 

(Advent), Sonja Morrison (Prince of Faith), Kevin Powell (First), Jaqui Anderson (Our Saviour), Doug 

Normandin (Church of the Cross), Verna Rachansky (Church of the Master). Thanks to these individuals 

and the many other volunteers that have been part of the Refugee Mission. 

 

Over the past year the ELCIC and ABT Synod have been evolving in structure, including a a shift in 

organization and terminology from “Conferences” to “Area Groups”, and a change from electing Deans 

and and Executive Council, to appointment by the bishop’s office of an Area Leadership Team. Some of 

the work of the Dean and Executive Council over the past year has been to understand and help 

facilitate the changes. Because the SW Conference already consists of a relatively small number of 

congregations (15) spread over a compact area (compared with the other existing conferences of the 

Synod), the felt change in structure will be minimal. 

 

Local ministries and initiatives that the SW Conference (Area Group) has supported over the past year 

are the University of Calgary campus ministry, and the Music that Makes Community (MMC) workshop. 

At the U of C, Rev. Margaret Propp works ecumenically with other chaplains to sustain and support the 

spiritual lives of students on campus. The support of the SW Area Group is important in helping connect 

students with congregations where their faith life can be nurtured. The financial support of the SW Area 

Group also enabled the annual Congregational Life event (sponsored by the Synod’s Leadership 

Development Committee) to bring Paul Vasile, executive director of MMC to Red Deer to present on 

worship and liturgy. This support also extended to last summer’s Music that Makes Community 

workshop (July 30-August 2), an initiative that supports and extends the renewal of congregational 

singing in today’s context. 

 

On June 25, 2017, St. John Lutheran held its final service. There was a sadness in saying goodbye to a 

congregation that ministered to the people of Calgary for one hundred and eight years. Located in the 

Bridgeland neighbourhood of Calgary, St. John was symbolically close to the heart of the city for 

generations, and the churches of the SW Conference felt the loss of this sister congregation. Yet there 

was also a sense of gratitude and renewal as St. John found ways to disperse the proceeds of the sale of 

its building that gave life to dozens of other ministries, including a financial gift of $13,000 to each of the 

congregations of the SW Conference. We give thanks and glory to God for the fruit of St. John Lutheran 

Church; for the Lord is good, and God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

 

Churches of the SW Area Group found ways to commemorate 500 years of the Reformation in 2017 

through shared ecumenical services, tours to Germany, lecture series and other learning opportunities, 

sponsoring refugees, and planting trees. 

 

Ministry and personnel updates: 

• Rev. Kevin Powell was installed at First (January 2017) 

• Rev. Deb Kerr resigned from Advent (April 2017) 



• Rev. Kayko Driedger Hesslein concluded the call to St. John (June 2017) 

• Rev. Deb Kerr on contract for FT pulpit supply at Shepherd of the Hills (July 2017) 

• Rev. Reg Berg was installed at Prince of Faith (September 2017) 

• Rev. Kayko Driedger Hesslein began interim ministry at Advent (October 2017) 

 

Rostered and professional workers continue to meet monthly for “mutual conversation and 

consolation.” It is a very important point of connection for our rostered leaders, most of whom work on 

their own in their congregations. The monthly mid-morning meeting provides a chance to build 

supportive relationships and share information in the Conference. 

 

Many thanks go to the SW Area executive committee, which meets about three times a year: Rev. Dr. 

Kayko Driedger Hesslein, Greg Lingelbach, Dorothy Schumaker, and Helga Weissenberger. 

 

Rev. Kristian Wold 

Dean, SW Area 

 

 


