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As I’m preparing this Report, I feel that I have to start 
by acknowledging that I’m mindful of writing as one 
“looking back”.  As you may be aware, as of the end of 
August, my Call to serve in Rolling Hills and Tilley 
came to an end.  I am now serving Prince of Faith 
Lutheran Church in Calgary (in the Southwest Area).  
And so, with leaving the Southern Area, I have also 
had to resign as Dean after serving in this capacity for 
(just short of) 5 years.  At the Fall Area Gathering this 
year, a new Dean will be appointed, along with an 
Area Leadership Team.  

During this past year, there were only 2 official acts I 
had the privilege of sharing in, both of which involved 
transitions. 

On April 24th, I conducted an Exit Interview with Pr. 
Tom Peterson and the leadership at the Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd in Lethbridge.  Pr. Tom 
has retired, and we thank him for his years of service, 
and pray God’s blessings on this next part of his 
journey, as well as the journey of the congregation as 
they seek a new Pastor. 

And on August 27th, I had the privilege of installing Pr. 
Colin Millang as Pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church 
in Hanna.  We pray God’s blessings on this partnership 
between Pastor and People! 

Even though such transitions have been less frequent 
of late (compared to some years!), I think it’s fair to 
say that all of us – each congregation in each 
community – is in transition.  You may be continuing 
with the same pastor you’ve had, or exploring what 
the future may hold as you step forward into a 
different “normal” than you have known.  But in any 
case, the world in which we are called to be “salt and 
light” (see Matthew 5:13-16) isn’t quite the same as 
the world we once knew.   

The world has changed, priorities have changed, the 

challenges have changed.  And the way we seek to 
connect with this world must also change if that 
connection is to be vital and relevant and strong.   

Consider this quote from Pr. Dave Daubert: 

The church that once lived at the center of culture 
and thrived as a result is now being moved more 
and more to the edges, maybe even the margins of 
society.  … We have taken our role as church for 
granted for so long that the world has changed and 
passed us by.  … We have pretended that we could 
stand still and keep up with God and the world.  We 
now find out that we can’t.  A changing world 
demands a changing church. 

(Living Lutheran:  Renewing your Congregation.  
Augsburg Fortress 2007) 

We are all in transition.  Whether we like it or not!   

This being the case, I want to encourage you to not 
only embrace that reality – and the opportunities and 
challenges that come with it – but also to find ways to 
encourage one another, share stories of both 
successes and struggles, support one another, pray for 
one another…  In short, walk together on this 
journey! 

Some of you – Congregations and Rostered Leaders – 
have been involved in Missional Formation over the 
last 1½ years.  (Some longer than that!)  One passage 
of scripture that we have spent a significant amount 
of time with is in Luke 10.  For a moment, consider 
just the first verse of this passage: 

The Lord now chose seventy-two other 
disciples and sent them ahead in pairs to all 
the towns and places he planned to visit. 

(Luke 10:1, NLT) 

There are a couple of things that stand out for me 
today as I reflect on this…   



First, Jesus chose them, just as our Lord has chosen 
you, and me, and the congregations we are a part of. 

Second, he sent them out in pairs.  Too often, I think 
congregations try to “go it alone”.   

And yet, we are called together as this Southern Area 
in which we can choose to build and nurture 
relationships and partnerships, between and among 
us.  And we are part of a larger Synod, a National 
Church, and even the global Body of Christ!  We’re 
not alone.  (We just sometimes choose to be!)   

Third, Jesus sent them ahead (in pairs!) “to all the 
towns and places he himself planned to visit”.  It’s not 
all up to us.  It’s not all “on” us.  And it’s not even 
about us!  Rather, we have the privilege of sharing in 
Jesus’ own mission and ministry.  

I guess what I’m wanting to leave with you is a 
reminder, and an encouragement, to be intentional 
about journeying together in this ever-changing 
world.  Share with one another.  Encourage one 
another.  Pray for one another.  Walk together. 

Thank you for your continued partnership in ministry 
and mission within your own community and 
geographical area, the Synod of Alberta and the 
Territories, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada! 

 
 

Blessings in Christ (☩) 
 
 
 

 


