
 Northern Conference Fall Convention – September 29 – 30, 2017 

 Treasurer’s Report 

I would like to take this opportunity to offer the following points by way of a report: 

 

1. Thank you to Rev. Art Weiss for lending his astute eye so that we can present our audited 

Final Reports for both 2015 and 2016 to this gathering.  

 

2. Preparing the 2017 Year-To-Date Report reveals Glory Lutheran, Sherwood Park 

received the honorarium meant to recognize the work of our Dean in error.  

I suggest we remedy this today with the consent of those gathered to distribute a 

cheque in the amount of $500.00 to Holy Spirit, Edmonton in recognition of Dean, 

Rev. Trish Schmermund’s continued service through 2017.  I will take on the task of 

recovering the amount paid in error from Glory, Sherwood Park. 

 

3. It has been a challenge and a pleasure to serve in this role since 2013.  I appreciate the 

grace and patience of the individuals and congregations impacted by the work of the 

treasurer.  I am very aware that this work would ideally require much more time than I 

have been able to give it.  I am all too aware that my irregular communications with 

congregations has contributed to an issue I would very much like to alleviate: namely, the 

disengagement of numerous congregations from the work of the wider church conducted 

through the Northern Conference. 

 

After the dust settled by 2013, we were left with 35 member congregations.  Since then, 

two – Augustana, Edmonton; and , Christ the King, Ft. McMurray have close.  Five more 

congregations are essentially MIA – not participating in Conference events or responding 

to communications.  This leaves 28 active congregations, out of which only 10 are 

“in good standing” having paid all their conference fees and National Convention fund 

dues.  I think it important to recognize these congregations for their faithfulness: 

Faith – Slave Lake; Glory – Sherwood Park; Holy Family - Yellowknife; Holy Spirit – 

Edmonton; Jasper Lutheran – Jasper; Lakeland – Cold Lake;  

Lord of Glory – Lac La Biche; Our Savior – Edmonton; Trinity – Whitehorse;  

Parish of the Northern Lights – Athabasca.  We celebrate your faithful leadership. 

 

It is good today, to celebrate the work of the Northern Conference over many years.  

However, as we transition to the Area model, we must keep all our congregations in 

mind.  I hope this new way of being in ministry together in, with and for the world will 

help us partner with and care for one another better. 

 



4. Mindful of the logistics of transitioning to the new Area pattern of relating to one 

another, I recommend that the Bank Account for the Northern Conference of the Synod 

of Alberta and Territories at TD Canada Trust, #89729 004 0813-0000467 be closed out 

effective December 31, 2017.  Looking at the 2017 y-t-d statement and year-over-year 

comparable figures, it seems reasonable to expect that we will hold $10 000 after 

expenses.  I suggest disbursing these funds as follows: 

a. $7000 be distributed immediately to ABT Synod.  This mainly reflects the 

money collected for the Synod towards National Convention registrations. 

b. $1500 be distributed immediately to ABT Synod to be held in trust pending 

the establishment of a new bank account by the Northern Areas Leadership 

Team. 

c. Remainder of funds to be distributed to the ABT Synod upon closing of the 

account.  This will enable us to settle any as yet unforeseen expenses in 2017. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Rev. Philip Penrod - Treasurer 


