
 
 
February 2014 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  
 
May grace and peace be yours in abundance (I Peter 1:2a). 
 
Recently I have been reading, and enjoying, Stephen P. Bouman’s, The Mission Table: Renewing 
Congregation & Community (© 2013 Augsburg Fortress).   It is a very accessible book with each 
chapter permeated in Scripture along with questions and activities which lend themselves to 
group study, reflection, and action.  I think it would be a wonderful 2014 companion for Church 
Council meetings or study groups in a local congregation or ecumenical setting as we focus on 
mission. 
 
Mission is a word we hear a lot these days for different reasons.  Mission statements drive the 
work of businesses, non-profits, the local bowling league, and even our churches.  Recently, in 
our Synod you may have heard of Missional Formation Opportunities or of Forming Missional- 
Shaped Ministries (www.albertasynod.ca - “Missional Formation” tab).  Many rostered leaders 
and congregations have entered an 18 month process of missional formation through our work 
with The Missional Network (www.themissionalnetwork.com). 
 
When I speak of the mission of the church I mean God’s reconciling and restoring action in the 
world.  Scholars of mission have called this the mission Dei (mission of God).  Broadly this 
movement of God in the world draws all creation to the fullness that God intends.  In faith we 
believe this is happening all around us all the time, and part of our faith journey is to listen and 
to look for ways in which we can participate with God in God’s mission in the world. 
 
For us, our baptism in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus pulls us all toward this mission in 
the name of Jesus.  Lutherans and other Protestants call this Christian vocation “the priesthood 
of all believers.”  In our baptism into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we become a 
member of the body of Christ in the world and God’s mission of healing, reconciling, and 
restoring becomes our own. 
 
Over these next months, and relying heavily on Bouman’s book as guide, I will be writing of 
several Marks of a Missional Congregation.  Each brief article will include Scripture, questions 
for reflection and discussion, and a prayer.  Perhaps your church council, adult study, youth 
group, coffee group will use these monthly writings as a time to engage in learning, 
discernment and reflection together. 

http://www.themissionalnetwork.com/


So, let’s jump in. 
 
Read and Reflect: Acts 2:46-47 
Discuss and Reflect: 

1. What does this passage say to you, at this time and place, about God, the church, 
and the wider community? 

2. What in this reading leads you to say, “I wonder about…”, or, “I noticed…” 
3. Share a time when you experienced worship connecting in a concrete way to the 

wider community. 
Pray together: Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples,  
 together following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in  

Christ's mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you will 
send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. (The mission of the church, 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 75) 

   
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13). 
 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, 
+Larry 
 
The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
 
 
 
 


