
EAST CENTRAL CONFERENCE DEAN’S REPORT

Grace to you and peace from God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.

Our Conference hosted the Joint Conference Convention at Messiah Lutheran, Camrose in 2016.  Our
theme was One Bread, One Body.  Dr. Julian Hammond, Ecumenical Officer for the Catholic Archdiocese
of Edmonton led a discussion on Reformation 500 in the morning.  Wayne Street presented on the change
to the area structure.  This was followed by a discussion on what should be considered im developing new
areas of ministry.  The third presentation was by Dr. Marc Jerry on the National Church Council Faith.
Order and Doctrine Committee To Love Our Neighbours as Ourselves document.  This document
discusses the orders of ministry within our church.  Thank you to the members of Messiah Lutheran for
their wonderful hospitality.  It was a grace-filled day for all who attended.

The members and congregations in our conference continue to struggle through the changes and
challenges that go along with being a rural agricultural/oil and gas area.  This year continues to be
challenging due to the downturn in the oil patch.  Layoffs, reduced hours, and cuts in salaries or wages
have been experienced by many in our communities.  In spite of challenges with finances and declining
membership, our congregations continue to serve with a heartfelt love for God, their communities, and
their fellow members.  They look forward with the hope that is ours through Jesus Christ.  We are very
aware that it is through the grace of God that we continue to serve within the communities we are part of.

Activity in the conference in the last year is as follows: 

1. A letter of support was sent in December regarding Rev. John Strecker-Baseler’s continued
employment as the pastor for the Bawlf Lutheran Parish (Bawlf Lutheran, Zion Lutheran, and
Skudness Lutheran).  There was a long delay in renewing his work permit.

2. The transfer of the Bethania Lutheran, Sedgewick building to the Good As New store has been
completed.

3. A letter of congratulation was sent to St. Peter’s Lutheran, Bashaw on behalf of the East Central
Conference to mark the celebration of their 120th anniversary.

4. Greetings were brought at the supper and program celebrating Hope Lutheran, Forestburg 100th

anniversary.

5. Bev Swanson was ordained August 26 at Messiah Lutheran.  She was installed as Associate Pastor
for the congregation following her ordination.  Their was an excellent turn out of pastors, diaconal
ministers, and seminary students as well as clergy from other denominations at the service.  May God
bless her ministry at Messiah Lutheran.

6. Colin Milang, who provided lay worship leadership for several congregations in the conference until he
began full-time studies at the seminary, was ordained and installed as the pastor at Redeemer
Lutheran, Hanna.

7. Signi Bruner and Charlotte Strecker-Baseler were rostered delegates to the National Convention. 
Ruth Jensen and Vivian Baier were lay delegates.

8. Pastor Milton Rude passed away in January 2017.  Pastor Milton was a faithful servant of God
throughout his life.  He will be missed by his family, friends, and colleagues.
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9. The Conference hosted a retreat entitled Abundant Life at Bawlf Lutheran on November 05, 2016.  Bill
harder was the speaker.  There was a good turnout from both lay and rostered peopled from our
Conference.  Those who attended thought the retreat was excellent.  A second retreat is planned for
October 28, 2017 at Bawlf Lutheran Church.  It is entitled Holy Places, Holy Spaces for Hol”e”y
People.  Faith Nostbakken is the speaker.

10. There will be a discussion in spring 2018 on the National Church Faith, Order, and Doctrine
Committee Study Guide on Conversations on Medical Assistance in Dying.  Watch for further
information in January 2018.

11. Rostered members continue to have cluster meetings on the third Tuesday of the month from
September through June at Bethel Lutheran.  Holy Communion Worship is followed by lunch.  The
discussion at lunch is wide ranging.  All rostered members are welcome to attend the meeting.  Thank
you to Signi Bruner for organizing who presides at worship and notifying all the rostered members of
the meetings.

The current East Central Conference Council members are:  Rev. Eleanor Ness (Dean), Mr. Horst
Schreiber (Chairperson), Deacon Signi Bruner, Rev. Julianna Wehrfritz-Hanson, Ms. Kathy Nelson
(Secretary/Treasurer), Mrs. Linda Aker Paulgaard, and Mr. Mark Wight.  Thank you to our Council
members who have served on the Conference Council this past year.  Your dedication, willingness to
serve, and wisdom in guiding the conference is appreciated.  We are blessed as a conference to have
such faithful people serving on our behalf.

God bless you all as you carry on the various ministries God has called you into. 

Rev. Eleanor Ness
Dean
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