
EAST CENTRAL CONFERENCE DEAN’S REPORT

Grace to you and peace from God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.

The West Central Conference hosted the Joint Conference Convention at St. Peter’s Lutheran, Millet in
2015.  Our theme was Touch the Earth Lightly.  The Rev. Dr. Cam Harder was the keynote speaker.  He
spoke on Touch the Earth Lightly in the morning keynote presentation and Reconciling With the Land in
the afternoon.  There were separate business sessions in the morning and afternoon.  Thank you to the
members of St. Peter’s Lutheran for their wonderful hospitality.  It was a grace-filled day for all who
attended.

The members and congregations in our conference continue to struggle through the changes and
challenges that go along with being a rural agricultural/oil and gas area.  This year continues to be
challenging due to the downturn in the oil patch.  Layoffs, reduced hours, and cuts in salaries or wages
have been experienced by many in our communities.  In spite of challenges with finances and declining
membership, our congregations continue to serve with a heartfelt love for God, their communities, and
their fellow members.  They look forward with the hope that is ours through Jesus Christ.  We are very
aware that it is only through the grace of God that we continue to serve within the communities we are part
of.

Activity in the conference in the last year is as follows: 

1. Rev. Julianna Wehrfritz-Hanson was installed as pastor for Edberg Lutheran, Edberg; Bethesda
Lutheran, New Norway; St. Peter Lutheran, Bashaw; and Zion Lutheran, Bashaw on October 25.

2. Rev. John Strecker-Baseler was installed as pastor for the Bawlf Lutheran Parish (Bawlf Lutheran,
Zion Lutheran, and Skudness Lutheran November 21).

3. Rev. Calvin Skriver was installed as pastor for Messiah Lutheran April 09.  Diaconal Minister Bev
Swanson continues to serve the congregation.

4. Dr. Hans-Ditmar Mundel has retired as a professor at the University of Alberta - Augustana Campus.

5. Rev. Dr. George Evenson died on October 24.  Rev. Allen Severson died July 16.  They were faithful
servants of God throughout their lives.  They will be missed by their family, friends, and colleagues in
ministry.

6. The members of Bethania Lutheran, Sedgewick had their last service on May 29.  Rev.  Rick
Laurendeau continues to serve Hope Lutheran, Forestburg, Trinity Lutheran, Lougheed, and St. John
Anglican, Sedgewick.  The congregation’s lasting legacy to the Sedgewick community will be that their
building will be put to good use by “The Good As New” store which has served the community for a
number of years.

7. Many of the congregations from our Conference participated in the second round of Participating in
Hope Conversations sponsored by the Synod.  The first was at Bethany Luthern, Hughenden.  The
second was at Scandia Lutheran, Armena.  There was excellent attendance at Armena.  Those who
participated wanted to have further conversations.  They felt it was good to meet with others in
leadership positions in the East Central Conference.

8. An information session on Missional Formation was held April 30 at Scandia Lutheran, Armena.  More
than twenty rostered and lay people attended the event.  The event was facilitated by Rev. Dr.
Julianna Barlow.  There was an excellent discussion.
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The current East Central Conference Council members are:  Rev. Eleanor Ness (Dean), Mr. Horst
Schreiber (Chairperson), Deacon Signi Bruner, Rev. Julianna Wehrfritz-Hanson, Ms. Kathy Nelson
(Secretary/Treasurer), Mrs. Linda Aker Paulgaard, and Mr. Mark Wight.  Thank you to our Council
members who have served on the Conference Council this past year.  Your dedication, willingness to
serve, and wisdom in guiding the conference is appreciated.  We are blessed as a conference to have
such faithful people serving on our behalf.

God bless you all as you carry on the various ministries God has called you into. 

Rev. Eleanor Ness
Dean
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