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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  
 
May grace and peace be yours in abundance (I Peter 1:2a). 

I am writing to you today to thank you for your generous participation in the 2013 ELCIC Praise Appeal and 
to remind you of the 2014 appeal.   In 2013 I challenged us all to surpass the 2012 gift giving of over $9000 
which was a significant increase from the 2011 gifts of over $4000.  I am pleased to share that 2013 gifts 
exceeded $11,000.  Thank you. 

The theme for the 2014 Praise Appeal, “Do Justice, Love Kindness, and Walk Humbly with Our God,” comes 
from Micah 6:8 and outlines what God requires us to do in a way that is both striking and gripping.  
 
As National Bishop Susan Johnson shares in her letter to members of the ELCIC your gift to the Praise 
Appeal helps us Do Justice, Love Kindness, Walk Humbly with Our God in many and varied ways through 
the National Church.   (See Bishop Johnson’s letter on the reverse side).    
 
Many congregations within our Synod have already designated a specific Sunday as ELCIC Praise Appeal 
Sunday.  If you have not I encourage you to designate one Sunday over this next year, Synod Council has 
suggested one Sunday in Lent for this purpose, and explore the helpful resources available on the ELCIC 
website including: a Praise Appeal sermon from Bishop Johnson, children’s message, service orders, prayers 
of the people, offering envelopes and buttons (www.elcic.ca/praiseappeal). 

Together, let’s increase this year’s giving above the $11,000 mark.  We certainly have the means to do so 
and, I believe, the will. 
 
Thank you for your faithful response to this appeal.   

"The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit" (Romans 15:13). 
 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, 
 
 
 
 
The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 

http://www.elcic.ca/praiseappeal

