
ABIDING IN RIGHT RELATIONS MINISTRY TEAM  

Report to Fall 2017 Area Gatherings 

 

During 2017, the Abiding in Right Relations Ministry Team has organized and participated in 

several events which gave opportunity for the practice of reconciliation.  The first, in January, 

was a listening session held at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Calgary, bringing together urban 

Indigenous Anglicans and Lutherans from various parts of the Alberta Synod.  We heard stories 

and were challenged to remember and understand without questioning and defensiveness.  

The speakers are people we have met numerous times and we realized at the conclusion of the 

session that we are beginning to be friends. 

The second event, in June, was the consecration of the new Indigenous Anglican bishop of 

Treaty 7 (Blackfoot) territory, the Rt. Rev. Sidney Black, at a large public facility at Siksika.  It was 

a dramatic and colourful display of Indigenous ceremonies and Anglican rites, followed by a 

community dinner.  This occasion was a high point in the life of the Blackfoot Anglican 

community, and it was a great joy to be invited to witness and share the experience. 

More recently, members of the Abiding in Right Relations Ministry Team have participated in 

planning the 2017 Cross-Border Event with the ELCA Montana Synod.  This event will take place 

October 16-17, 2017 at Wolf Point, Fort Peck Reservation in eastern Montana, territory of the 

Blackfeet people, closely related to the Blackfoot of southern Alberta.  The Fort Peck event is a 

follow-up to the event in Airdrie, AB in November 2015, which was the first in a series of 

spiritual and educational gatherings of Lutherans, Anglicans, Episcopalians and Indigenous 

people, both Canadian and American. 

The conference theme is “Caring for the Earth – a Native Perspective Across the Border”, with a 

focus on water and land use issues, featuring the experience of Indigenous Americans who 

were involved in the Standing Rock protest opposing the Dakota Access oil pipeline.  Native 

Americans established the Oceti Sakowin camp in 2016 near Standing Rock Indian Reservation 

to try to thwart construction of the final section of the pipeline.  Protesters, calling themselves 

“water protectors”, were evicted early in 2017, but resistance continues.  

The program will include tours of the Fort Peck Reservation, including the new water treatment 

plant.  Speakers will be Dr. Robert McAnally of Fort Peck Community College, Dr. Deborah His 

Horse is Thunder, Darnell and Smoky Rides at the Door and Prairie Rose Seminole. 



Anyone interested in attending should check recent Wednesday’s Word e-newsletter for 

information about registration, hotel reservations, etc., as well as the Montana Synod website 

(www.montanasynod.org)  

Events this year have focused on sites and peoples of southern Alberta.  A future emphasis will 

need to include places and peoples further north, extending through central and northern 

Alberta to the Northwest Territories, the Yukon and Nunavut. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Rev. Faith Brace, Abiding in Right Relations Ministry Team 

September 22, 2017  

http://www.montanasynod.org/

